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And Phil ip ſaid, 2 thou Believe with all thine apr: 
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y HATE VER is publiſhed to the 
: N World muſt undergo the Te/? and 
gy Cenſure of every Perſon into whoſe 
DIES Hands it may fall; and, amon 
a Der of Readers, will probably meet with 
more to carp and cavil, than impartially exa- 
mine and candidly reply. Onthat Account, I 
am ſenſible, publick Pieces ſhould be well di- 
(geſted, and carefully compared with the Pat- 
tern ſhewed in the Mount, leſt the Cauſe plea- 
, ded ſuffer thro' Inadvertence, and the Per- 
formance be rejected with Contempt. | 
I dare not affirm that the following Eſſay 
is every way equal to the Subject; nor have 
I the Vanity to believe that this Performance 
will appear, in all Reſpects, free from Fault 
before the diſcerning Eyes of a knowing 
World ; yet chearfully give it up at the Re- 
_ queſt of my Friends, to all impartial and ju- 
dicious Men; and am willing it ſhould be 
freely examined, and fully tried by the un- 
erring Standard of divine Revelation : And as 
a ſtrict Agreement with that ſacred Rule has 
been my ſedulous Aim, if I have happily ſuc- 
ceeded, ſhall be under little Concern how 
far it may pleaſe an officious Critic, or gra- 
tity a cenſorious Taſte. 
I humbly acknowledge, the followin g 


Pages are wrote rather in a looſe than laco- 
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nic Stile; but as the latter is not my Talent, 


and Controverſy ſeems to require a free man- 


ner of writing, hope to be favourably indul- 
ged in this Foible. It is alſo — 8 in 
ſome Caſes, I have been too dogmatic, to the 


Prejudice of that Modefty and Charity which 
is moſt becoming ; yet think I have avoided 
a ſatyric Rudeneſs, which is too common in 
Controverſy. 

As I never write my Sermon previous to 
preaching, thoſe who heard me deliver theſe 


« Diſcourſes, are not to expect what is no 


. publiſhed will exactly correſpond in Phraſeo- 


fogy with what was then deliver d: It isenou n 
they agree in Subſtance, which thoſe 


heard them will eaſily obſerve. But as ny 
one is at full Liberty to ſapport his Senti- 
ments in the beſt Manner he can, have on 


that Account, made free to add, alter, or di- 
miniſh, as Predence directed or Matters oc- 


curred, which! apprehended would any way 
enliven the Subject, or had a natural Ten- 


dency to defend the Truth. 


After all, it would be vain to imagine this 


Publication will eſcape a Current of Oppoſi- 


tion from different Quarters; and equally pre- 


ſumptuous todetermine the Nature or Num- 
ber of ſuch Objections as may be advanced, 


by Men of contr ary Sentiments, ſhall chere 


- Foes make no farther Apology but conclude 
with this Requeſt, That he Performance be 
not rejected, 5 on account sf the Subject, 


nor die withouta an unprejudic d Peruſal. 


8 E R- 


of his Kingdom. 
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Nur ier they believad Philip, procching the Things 


concerning the Kingdan of GOD, and the 
Name of FESUS CHRIST, they were bap- 
tixed, both Men and Wamen. | a; 


WEERON TROVERSY. is aSubjed fo df. 


DSN ficult and delicate, that it ſhould be en- 
tered upon with the utmoſt Caution, and 


trreated with the greateſt Tenderneſs; eſ- 
e pecially when our Debates turn upon 
Things relative to GOD, and the Aﬀai 


% 


I am ſatisfied, the Propriety and Importance of this 
Remark will appear to all who .conſider the Weight of 
Truth, and the Weakneſs of Man. It is an eaſy Mat- 
ter to enter into Diſpute, toſs an Argument, and con- 


clude we have gained a Triumph; but it is probable, 


in the midſt of ſuch fancied Satisfaction, the Merits of 
the Cauſe may be overlooked, and what is advanced 


rather tend to obſcure, than clear the Subject. As I 2 


: 


2 THOUGHTS on 

now embarking in a ſolemn Enterprize, chooſe to pro- 
poſe a Maxim for the Regulation of my Spirit, and a 

C | Rule for the managing my Argument; namely, that 
| Jam.iii.13. the Z/þole be conducted in the Meekneſs of Wiſdom, and 


Jer. xxvi. 


tit would beexceeding prepoſterous to plead the Cauſe of 
8 CHRIST with an angry Spirit, or determine Points of 
Faith with the Words of Men. | 


Soon after the Yotaries of Chriſtianity became nume- 
Tous, Difference in Principle and Degeneracy in Practice 
began to prevail; and theſe frequently occaſioned a 
Number of Diſputes, which not being managed with 
Jamaii.17, the Wiſdom that is from above, were attended with many 

Evils. At length, the Multitude of Profeſſors, far from 
 LUniformity in Fudgment, and more diſtant ſtill from Uni- 
ty of Spirit, by dividing and ſubdividing, crowded- the 
World with different Sentiments and Parties; and at 
preſent Se#s are ſo numerous, and their Differences in 
Judgment ſo conſiderable, a ſerious Enquirer is much 


nity to fix. But as we are favoured with Liberty of 
Conſcience, to enquire for Truth, and declare our 
Minds, let no Man be daunted with Oppoſrtion, nor 
Joh. v. 39. diſcouraged with Difficulty. For if we ſearch the Serip- 
| tures, in a diligent and conſcientious Manner, we ſhall 
2 Tim. iii. find the 'Teſtimony clear and full; and if we earneſtly 
15,16, 17. entreat the Direction of Heaven, we ſhall bear the 
| Joh. x. 27. Shepherd's Voice, and be led in the Footſteps of the 
1 F. loc K. ; 2 
Song i. 7, rae ; | 
8. Among a Variety of Subjects that have occaſioned 
our Polemical Conteſts, the Ordinance before us is one; 
reſpecting which, I ſhall juſt obſerve, that did I not re- 
gard Believers Baptiſm 'as a ſolid and important Truth, 
ſhould not appear in its Defence; and had I no Ground 
to hope for a divine Bleſſing to attend my Endeavours, 
ſhould not engage in the Controverſy. But having ma- 
Judy; xix. turely conſidered of it, and taken Advice, ſhall now ſpeak 
30. my Mind. | | 


who deny the Validity of Mater Baptiſm, and chiefly 
8 9 Des a Coneern 


: 
* 


every Part ſupported with, Thus ſaith the LORD. For 


at a Loſs what Principles to chooſe, or in what Commu- 


At preſent I deſign to wave the Argument with 7boſe ? 


/ EH 


or” 


BELIEVERS BAPTISM. 


| epncern myſelf with ſuch who differ only about the Subject, 
Mode, Intent, but are ſtrictly agreed with reſpect tg 


the Solemnity and Duration of the Ordinance. 
The greater Number of our preſent Profeſſors look 


upon Infants to be the proper Subjects of Baptiſm, tho? 


they are divided among themſelves ; ſome being of Opi- 


nion, that the Children of Believers only ſhould be ad- 


mitted ; while others as poſitively aſſert, that all Chil- 
dren have an equal Right, as there can be no Difference 
in the Infants themſelves, whether they deſcend from 
believing or unbelieving Parents; but there are others 
full as zealous for the Doctrine and Practice of Baptiſm, 
who conſtantly inſiſt, that all Infants are entirely with- 
out a Title, and, in their Eſteem, no Perſon is a proper 
Subject, till bleſſed with divine Faith, and capable of 


bringing forth Fruits worthy of Repentance. Among the Luke 


laſt of theſe I am numbered, and at this Time called 
upon to give a Reaſon of the Hope that is in me reſpect- 
ing that Point; and in order to do it in the moſt unex- 
ceptionable Manner, invite you to a ſtrict Survey of the 


Oracle of GOD, they being the only Rule hy which I 1 Pet. iv. 


regulate my Miniſtry, and th 
Sanctuary, where all Articles of Faith muſt be weighed. 


That our Text is pertinent to the Purpoſe, effeQually | 


ſupports the Authority, and emphatically urges the Practice 
of Baptiſm, ſeems evident. Philip was called by Grace, 
choſen by the Church, and had his Commiſſion from 
Heaven, which proves the Authority of what he admi- 
niſters.— The Converts, both Men and Women, chear- 
fully comply, though the Perſecution was ſo hot at Je- 
ann that inſpired Men were obliged to diſperſe 
The Prejudices of the Samaritans againſt the Fetus were 
ſo implacable, that nothing but divine Power could remove 
them :—And the Cords of Deluſion ſo ſtrong, that no- 
thing but the Love of JESUS could draw from the 
Sorcery of Simon, and lead to an Ordinance of GOD, 
But neither a furious Perſecution could frighten, the bra- 
Zen Bars of Prejudice prevent, nor the ſtrong 


bewitching Sorcery detain theſe captive Slaves; for GOD 
having Javed them with an everlaſting Love, and now Jer. xxxi, 
frown them with Loving Lug they rejoive. with 4. 


Courage | 


e great Ballance of the 11. 


Fetters os 


ca 


in. 3. 


| 


FY 


Adsii.42. probably confirmed by a ſtedfaſt Continuance in Doctrine, 
Ads zix. Fellowſhip, and Prayer. So mightily grew the Word of 


20. 


Adds viii, nerous Attention of the Samaritan.—in giving 


in Hopes of your candid Compliance with theſe Re- 


"" THOUGHTS on 
Courage to forſake all—face all and break through all, to 
follow the Captain of SaLv aT1ON, and purſue the Things 


of GOD. This they declared by their Faith and Re- 
pentance, teſtified by their Submiſſion to Baptiſm, and 


<< . a © * 1 


GOD, and prevailed! | 
But to come to the Point: I ſhall make free to requeſt 
two Favours of this numerous Auditory, _—_ the ge- 
zed with 


6.  oneaccord to the Things that ſball be ſpoken ; and the cele- 
Ad xvii. brated Conduct of the more noble Bereans—in ſearch- 


- 


ing the Scriptures, whether thoſe Things be fo. Then, 


queſts, and with a fixed Eye on GOD for Aſſiſtance, an 
' humble Deſire for his Bleſſing, and a ſincere — 

to produce every Thing agreeable to the Scriptures, ſha 

— to treat the Text and Subject in the following 


eee, GCE! 


I. To point out what 1 judge neceſſary to be be- 
| 2 — the Kingdom of GO, pre- 
vious to Baptiſm. | 


II. Produce what 1 think roper to be received 
concerning the Name of JESUS CHRIST, an- 
_ - tecedent to the ſame Ordinance. | 


III. Advance ſome Reaſons, why J cannot admit 
any to be = Subjects of Baptiſm, but ſuch 
who have Faith concerning the Things of GOD's 
Kingdom, and the Name of JESUS CHRIST, 
wok are capable of making a perſonal Profeſ- 


Theſe Matters demand the moſt ferious Attention; | 

for unleſs we are acquainted with the Affairs of the 2 
| „ we cannot be regular Subjects; and while we | 
are Strangers to the Titles and Peculiarities of the King's 
Name, we continue in Suſpenſe about the Honour and 

| Reſpect due to our Sovereign; conſequently, in all Ads 
of Obedience, umveidably worſhip we know not what. 


g x 


BELIEVERS BAPTISM. 
Beſſides, if not diſtine iy inforried of the King's Pleaſure, 


wie are liable to commit the greateſt, Miſtakes, and ſub 
12 to the ſevexeſt Repfoaches: For we muſt either be 
- branded on the one Hand with the opprobrious Charac- -: - 
ter of Ignotance, in Matters which, from the Begin- 
ning, have been openly prom ulged; or, on the other, be 


ſtigmatized with the hateful Cenſute of Will-worſhip- 


pers, in Points about which our Maſter's Mind is full 
and plain. Theſe Things duly conſidered, ſhould make 
us ſtrictly diligent in ſearching after Truth; ; nicely cau- 

. tious what. we admit as Articles of Faith; and exact in 
complying with all our Convictions.— But whether my 
Attempts at this Time ſhall be ſo pertinent and prudent, 

ſo candid and concluſive, and ſo bd and ſcriptural, as 

to engage that Attention I am willing to hope they de- 
ſerve, muſt be left to the e e of re 2 
and fo ſhall proceeds: 


'L To. point oat what | judge 1 be be⸗ 


lieved, concerning the + Kinglom of er pe- 
vious to e eee 


* By the Kingdom of GOD, in this Subjed, 13 8 


the Goſpel Diſpenſation, eſtabliſhed in the World 


by the MESSIAH, uſhered in with the Doctrine of Re- 


pentance, tended with the welcome Proclamation, 


The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand; This Proclamation Matt. i it. 2. 
cannot with Propri 5 be referred to any other Oecono- 

iſpenſation, in Contradiſtinction to 
| the Meſaic State: For the Kingdom of Grace began in 


my than the Goſpel 
Paradiſe, and the Kingdom of Glory was not yet at 


hand. Allowing it therefore in this Light, two Things 


apparently — all that is neceſſary to be belie- 
del nn the Kingdom, previous to Baptiſm. 


2th The Purity of the Kingdom. 
2. It's Fenin. 


And, 1. with Rega 1 to the Purity or | ſpiritual Na. 
ture of the Goſpel Gcconomy 3 it conſiſts, I. of 4 ſpiri- 
tual Head, or King This is no other than the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST, the King of Saint, and: LORD of 


-Glory, 


4 
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Col. i. 18. Glory, who is juſtly ſtiled, The Head of the Body, the 
Eph. i. 22 Church, and as properly affirmed to be Head over all 
| " Things to the Church; for the FATHER has diſtinguiſh- 
Pal. ii. 6. ed him with the peculiar Honour of KING upon the 
5oly Hill of Zion. His Reign indeed is altogether ſpi- 
Ver. 8, Titual; for though tbe Heathen are given for his Inberit- 
a ance, and the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth for bis Poſ- 
ſeſſion, yet he does not invade the Prerogatives of Prin- 

ces, nor deſtroy the Authority of States, but allows them 

the full and free Uſe of all temporal Rights, and world- 

ly Enjoyments. Our LORD only aſſumes Supr 


| ema 
= xix. in a ſpiritual Senſe, and claims Subjection as KING O 
1 


| KINGS; correſpondent with which he gives the moſt 
ſalutary Advice, and adminiſters the moſt ample Admo- 
Pal. ii. 10, nition, be wiſe—be inſtrufted—ſerve the LORD with 
Il, 12. Fear, and rejoice with Trembling ; kiſs the SON, left 
be be angry, and ye periſh from the Way. And as it was 
an antient Prediction, relative to the Nature of the 
MESSIAH 's Kingdom; ſo was it literally accompliſhed, 
and exactly verified in the Days of his Fleſh; and to 
this Day is on Record among the reſt of his dying Say- 
ings, that bis Kingdom is not of this World. And ſeeing 
he does not diveſt earthly Potentates of their peculiar Ho- 
nour and Dignity, it muſt be the Height of Arrogance 
and Preſumption in any Man, or Set of Men, to claim 
Headſhip, or contend for Supremacy in the Church of 
GOD: Such Conduct can never be juſtified by any 
' Apology, nor acquitted, by the moſt artful Pretences, 
Luke xix. from a reſolute Refuſal of MANUEL to reign over 
them. And whether it be the Reſult of Ambition, or 
the Effect of Ignorance, it will never excuſe the Crime; 
for Ignorance cannot be admitted as a Plea, where In- 
ſtructions are open and full; and Ambition, among the 
puny Race of Mortals, has ever been abhorred by the 
MOST HIGH: For this the Babylonian Monarch was 
humbled, and Herod the Syrian ſtruck dead : For the 
Arrogance of the former, Majeſty was ſent to graze with 
the Beaſts; and for the Ambition of the latter, the Applauſe 
of Deity vatziſhed in Confuſion, and the haughty Tyrant 
Acts xii. was conſumed aby Worms. Let our SAVIOUR therefore 
be crowned with abſolute Headſhip, and dignified with 
royal Supremacy in the Church of GOD ! Let oy and 
| 1 rmces 


Joh. xviii. 


Conſtitution of the Kin 


fect Conſiſtence with this Doctrine, St. Paul declares, 


by the Metaphor of lively Stones built up a ſpiritual 1Pet. it. 5. 


BELIEVERS BAPTISM. 5 


Princes bow to his Sceptre, and all the People ſhout, _ 


2. The Subje#ts of the Goſpel R zg are a ſpiritual 
People. This cannot be hid from a diligent Searcher of 
the Divine Oracles, nor lie concealed from the pervading 


Eye of Faith: 'The Scriptures unfold it as a material 


Maxim; Faith confirms it a ſolemn Truth, and both to- 


gether, maintain it. beyond ContradiQtion. In CHRIS T's 
important Conference with Nicodemus, it is both affirm- 
ed and repeated, as a Truth neceſſary to be tranſmitted 
to Poſterity in the Sacred Records, that we muſt be born John iii, 


again, before we can ſee or enter into tbe Kingdom of 3==5, _ +, 


GOD. In our carnal State we cannot ee, that is, per- 
ceive, or underſtand the Spiritual Nature and Divine 
gdom.— We cannot enter in, that 


is, not poſſibly belong to the Kingdom, or partake of its 


gracious Privileges. There is therefore a Neceſſity of ' 
being born of Water and of the SPIRIT, that is, of be- Ver. g. 
ing purified by the cleanſing Operations of the HOLY 
GHOST, and quickened by his enlivening Influences. 

The Neceſſity of Purification is inferred, from that na- 

tural Pollution which renders us unfit for the Kingdom 

of GOD; and Regeneration, from that Death in Sin, 
which incapacitates for the Kingdom of Life. In per- 

that the Unrighteous ſball not inherit the Kingdom of 1 Cor. vi. 
GOD, until waſbed ; nor Fleſh and Blood, till they bear theg—11. 
Image of the Heavenly. Which Truth receives farther andxv.49; 
Sanction, and on that account may be admitted with the 50. | 
greater Safety, from our LORD's Explanation of a fa 
mous Parable—the Field is the World; the good Seed are Matt. xiit. 
the Children of the Kingdom ; but the Tares are the Chil-38. 
dren of the Wicked One. In Agreement with this, St. Faul 
addreſſes the Subjects of the Goſpel Kingdom under the | 
Character of Sandiifed Ones in CHRIST JESUS, and 1Cor. i. 2, 
Perſons called to be Saints: And Peter deſcribes them 


Houſe. 


3. The Laws of the Kingdom are boly and ſpiritual. 
Hence we read, that the Law of the Houſe, upon Ezek, 
the Top of the Mountain, 8 whole Limit thereof 1 . xliii, 12. 
FEA | 2 4 


"THOUGHTS! 
about ſhall be moſt holy: Behold this is the Lau of the 
Huouſe 5 And as all the Laws of the Kingdom are of a 
F 110 Nature, preſcribed by a ſpiritual King, for the 
iefit of ſpiritual Subjects; let us therefore beware, that 
we neither deſpiſe the Authority of the Laugiver on the 
one Hand, nor abuſe any holy Appointment, on the ozbery | 
| but remember, that the whole Goſpel Diſpenſation 67 
E Cor. il. called, the e,, the Sys and the ee c 
ls, 9. 11 5 neſs ES 


Worſhip e the Kind is rh — foiritualya 
7 dt, 7x I apprehend, excludes all the'Carnal and tes 
1 al vices ratit from the Houſhold of Faitb. My Opinion, in this 
[/ Matter, is grounded upon a notable iſcourſe between 
1 the Teacher of Iſroel and a Woman of Samaria; in 
li _ whichthere is a remarkable Deſcription of the Wor- 
1 ſhip of GOD, and a true Character of a Worſhipping 
| ob ir 2. Feople.— be Hour cometh, and now is, when the trus a 
be 3 ball worſbip: the FATHER in Spirit and in 
Pa; for tho FATHER ſerheth ſuch to worſbip bim. 
lf From which it's „that fuch as worſhip | 1 
are. enliꝛvened by T Spirit; and enlightened by the Word; 
the one animates the Heart, and fweetens the Devotion; 
the other regulates the Underſtanding, and directs the 
Whole: And when the Spirit is enjoyed, and the Word 
obſerved, every Act of Obedience is eafy and delightful 
d ourſelves, and pleaſing and acceptable unto GOD, 
Fer be ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip bim. But where Souls are 
_ deſtitute of ſpiritual Life, and regardleſs of Scripture 
Authority, their Profeſſion muſt be formal and falſe; for 
ba xciii. Holineſs becometh the Houſe of the LORD for ever. And 
5. therefore, none are properly concerned in New Teſta- 
= ment Worſhip, but fuch who are in a Capacity to Þre-' 
tow xii. ſent thetr Bodies a living. Sacrifice, boly and agi unte 
18 0 OD, which is _ n Service. 
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2. With as to the Perpetuity of the Kingdom, we 
bon. wii. may venture to ſay with Daniel, the Dominion is an ever 
. laſting Dominion; with Iſaiab, of the Increaſe of the Go-. 
Ifa fa. ix, 7- wvernment there ſhall be ma End; and with Paul, the 
Heb. i. 8. Throne | is for ever and ever, And the fame Author is 
th clear and copious reſpecting the perpetual Duration 


| mo oy of the Goſpel e W Ward, yet once more ſig . 
1 -__ - nifuth 


BELIEVERS BAPTISM. 
b the of theſe Things th, 
Er 


for our GOD is a conſuming Fire. The Go-· 


vernment and ceremonial Shadows of the Fewiſb State 
ſhaken, but entirely removed, to mae 


were not only 


way for the Goſpel Diſpenſation, which remains ' a a 
Kingdom that cannot he 


Jhaken by all the Powers of the 


World, or the Policy of Hell? This ſhall remain till; 


the Earth vaniſh, and the Heavens are no more; and 
then tbe Kingdam. 
aud GOD 
full for the Perpetuity of the Kingdom, ſo it informs us 
who ſhould be the conſtant Subj namely, ſuch as 
receive the Kingdom by Faith, are thereby 1 in a Capa- 


city of ſeruing GO D e with Reverence and 


= Fear. But what ſeems to be a moſt full and di- 
rect Proof of this Point, is a Part of the Angel's Mei 
ſage to Mary T bon 


ſbaken may remain. Wherefore we receiving. a Kingdoms 
which cannot be moved, let us haue Grace wherehy we may: 
ſerve GOD. acceptably, with Reverence and godly Fear 0 = 


% 
+ 


Hall be delivered ub to the FATHER; 1 Cor. xv, 
Gall be All in, All. And as this Evidence is 24 28. 


„ 


ſbalt call bis Name FESUS :==PiriLake i. © 


be ſhall reign aver 4 Houſe ** 2 e en ee ever, and of bis3l-=33 | 


Kingdom there ſhall efore, to un- 
fold a little more — Treaſure of our Text, and Pony 
the abe im fuller Light, Be raters: (4) 


. Wee bet 1 Gin Hour en e * - 


concerning the Name of oro MT ge oe an | 


tecedent to Baptiſm. 


By the Name of JESUS CHRIST, 1 underfland it! 
and Glory of his Perſon, together with the 1 5 


the Majeſty 
Love and Grace of the SAVIOUR: The firſt Branch 
of his Name is emphatically declared by all the Titles' 


of Honour, Dignity, and Grandeur, which expreſs bis 


eternal Power and GODHEAD: The fecond Part is in- 


cluded in all the ſweet and ſuitable Appellations which 
denote his Relation to the Church; 54.4 both the one 
and the other, comprized in Haiab's Toyal Range of 
phetic Characters, His Name 


THE EVERLASTING FATHER— THE PRINCE 
DF PEACE. The three firſt proclaim his Greatneſs, the 


two 


pro- 
ſhull be called, WONDER-I6. ; ix. 6. 
 SFUL—COUNSELLOR—THE MIGHTY GOD— 


- THOUGHTS in 
two laſt reveal his Sweetneſs, and the whole contains what. 
ever aggrandizes our LORD, and whatever familiarizes 
dur SAVIOUR. The one maintains his Supremacy over 
the Church, and the other his unbounded Affection for her; 
ſo that Greatneſs and Sweetneſs ſeem to comprehend all 

that is neceſſary to be believed concerning that mos \ 
VALUABLE OF NAMES. . 5" 1 


And 1. I ſhall conſider the Greatneſs of bis Name. In 
this, Paul having ſo remarkably paved the way, it is pro- 
| per to begin with the Teſtimony of that heavenly Wri- 
Eph. 1. 21. ter, who, ſpeaking of CHRIST, fays, He is far above 

. © all Principality, and Power, and Might, and Dominion, 

and every Name that is named, not only in this World, 
but alſo in that which is to come. In theſe Words there 
is ſuch a viſible Majeſty, that every attentive, Reader 

' muſt be loſt in Wonder, the Lovers of JESUS filled ( 
with Adoration, and all his Enemies cloathed with : 

Shame. For he is not only above Part, but All—not 7 
only above all the meaner Names of inferior Orders, but 7 
all the grand and dignified Titles of Principality, Power, | A 
Might, and Domimon—not only all ſuch in this World, S, 
but al! ſuch in the World to come—and not barely in N 

i ſome ſmall Degree, but far or infinitely above them all : al 
Wi Phil. ii. , GOD baving bighly exalted him, and given bim a Name i. 
10, 11, which is above every Name; that at the Name of JESUS pr 
every Knee ſhould bow, of Things in Heaven, and Things in || - cic 

Earth, and Things under thc Earth; and that every Is « 

Tongue ſhould confeſs that FESUS CHRIST is LORD, tbe 

* to the Glory of GOD the FATHER. Let none there- the 
Nom. ix v. fore ſcruple to worſhip the SAVIOUR ; for be is over Sai 
all—-GOD Bleſſed for ever; nor be aſhamed to confels | Li 
* Col. ji. 9. him LORD, for in him dwelleth all the Fulneſs of tbe unf 
s 82 EAD rr ore Words, _ —_—— 

| tion undoub urpaſſes the moſt enlarged Ca- 5 
pacity, and the greateſt ſtretch of Faith; for it is not a {| wit 
1 * Part, but ALI —not only all the Fulneſs of GOD, but to h 
1 all the Fulneſs of the GopHhRAp—which Fulneſs of the Deę 
7 GopHrap does not only occaſionally viſit, but dwells, him 

or perpetually reſides in him—nor does it barely dwell, | and 

4 but dwells bodily in him; that is, in the fulleſt Perfec- | CH 
9 tion, in the moſt cloſe and intimate Union; therefore ¶ abo 

=! If. ix. 6. {faiab is free to call him the MIGHTY W den 
| | ; e 


] 


— 


wells, 
dwell, 
Perfec- 
erefore 
), and 
hiraſelf 


and GopHtaD; which exactly correſponds with the 


for all the reſt; adds a liar Dignity to what follows, 


added to the former, completes a moſt amiable Cha- 


* 


. 
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himſelf to aſſert his EqQuAtiTy with the FATHER. Joh. x. 30 


Hence the Faith, concerning the Greatneſt of his Name, 
is neither leſs or more, than to believe his eternal Power 


Inſcription upon his Veſture and Thigh, KING OF Rev. xix, 
KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. This Part of 16. 
his Name is a firm Foundation, and lays a folid Baſis 


and without which, all that could be advanced beſide, 
would amount to no more than a Range of inſignificant 
Cyphers, or a Multitude of unmeaning Words. But, 


2. To conſider the Sweetneſs of his Name; which, 


rater. And this Part we have from the Mouth of an 
heavenly Meſſenger, - with full Commiſſion from the 

Court above, delivered to Jeſepb before the Birth of | 
JESUS, left on Record by an inſpired Writer, and tranſ- 5 
mitted to Poſterity as a conſiderable Branch of the Glad 3 
Tidings.—T hou ſhalt call bis Name JESUS, was the kind Matt. E 


Mleſſage delivered—for he ſball ſave his People from their 21. 


Sins, the weighty Reaſon aſſigned. Sure, never was a 
Name more important, ſignificant, or ſweet! It is re- 
ally like Ointment poured forth, O let the Virgins love Song i. 3. 


- him! O let the Redeemed rejoice! No Tongue can ex- 


preſs, nor can 'Thought conceive, how ſweet and 2 


cious this worthy Name is to a poor Sinner, whoſe 


is waiting for the Conſolation of Iſrael, and groaning for Lukeii. 25. 
the Liberty of the Children of GOD. Let them tell, if Rom. viii. 
they can, who have drawn Water out of this Well of 21. 


Salvation, and taſted that the LORD is gracious, what Iſai. xii. 3. 


Life it inſpires, what Sweetneſs it affords, being quite! Het. 2.3. 


| unſpeakable and full of Glory. | and i. 8, . 


But, in order that every one may be comfortably ſatisfied 
with CHRIST on the one Hand, and chearfully obedient 
to him on the other, it is neceſſary they ſhould, in ſome 
Degree, be aſſured of their Intereſt in, and Relation to 


him as their LORD and GOD, their Huſband, Friend, 


and Brother; for if are uncertain of an Intereſt in 
CHRIST, they will either be careleſs and indifferent 
about the Performance of his Inſtitutions, or elſe practiſe 
them with the Fear and Terror of Slaves. 3 


=_— 


Py 


THOUGHTS: 4 


d air. e we do not know that our REDEEMER liveth, and 
21. have the Knowledge of Salvation by the. Remiſſion of Sins, 
| _ * ve remain in Sufßenle about our eternal Happineſs, and 
| 25 ph. can neither be rooted and grounded in Lovt, nor Guilt up 
and eflabliſhed in our moſt boly Faith. To know that 

. 16. my BELOVED 4s mine, and I am his, excels every other 
"Bl eſſing poſſeſſed on this Side of Glory; and yet I look 
Privilege: ion of 


n that grand to be the common 


| -not on a Power to become bis Sons, but alſo fende 
* forth W lk his SON into the Hearts 4 bis 
[{ Gal. iv. 5 Children, crying Abba FATHER. - And when favoured 
I}  — with this divine Charter, and bleſſed with this heavenly 
[8 Experience, the Soul can come to GOD with a filial 
i -. Fear, and practiſe his Ordinances with a chearful Heart: 
=_. Then, and not before, can we claim a Title to all Ap- 

Mat. x xv, | ointments, and plead a Right to the Childrens Bread, 
a6 h brings me, 125 
4 | III. To advance ſome Reaſons, l 
mit any to be proper Suh 
ſuch only who have Faith c6 Edi the Things 
* 208 Kin N81. *. 0. gh Pn 'of 

are capable o e 

3 — Profeſſion. * 


Under the two former . aum, Shag aps 


PE the moſt TODD Ty 4 neceſſary to be belie- 
IE ved 
| "1 C For further Satisfaction i in this Point, I would refer the 
Pt. Reader to à careful Peruſal of the Sixteenth Dialogue of 
Mr. Herver's Theron and Apaſio ; which, for the Strength 
lj} - And Solidity of Evangelical Argument, and the convincing 
| |} * Force of Experimental Reaſoning, is ſo clear and ſatisfacto- 
| 


1 cannot wy 


— 
* 


ö 
4 
| +» 
I. | 


ry, chat, in my Opinion, I never yet ſaw any Thing to excel, 
perhaps not to equal it upon the Subject: And becauſe I 
CO: 8 a peculiar Regard for this Author's Works, eſpecially 
= Bis Series of Dialogues and Letters, would willingly recom- 
= | mend them; dar i not being Maſter of Encomium, ſhall bor- 
= | . row what he has ſaid concerning a certain Author, to ex- 
| | + preſs my Sentiments of his Performance Were I tc 

| | 4 be baniſhed into ſome deſolate Iſland, poſſeſſed only o 
| _ - © two Books befides my Bible, this hould be one of the 

two, and perhaps the firk that I would chene“ Lond 
34. Edit. Vol. III. p. 336. 


1 John v. al Berens e * for be that believeth on the Son of GOD 
10. bath the Witneſs in bimſelf. Beſides, the LORD does 


of Ba ptiſm, but 


*TYOZRzT> Owe >. 5 


ll bor- 


FS © 
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ved concerning the Kingdom of GOD, and the Name 
of JESUS CHRIST; and now take it for 11 that 


all Perſons, favoured with ſuch heavenly Experiences, 


have an undoubted Right and Title to Baptiſm. But 
the grand Queſtion to be reſolved under this Head, and 
to give a Sanction to all that has been ſaid, is, Whether 


ſuch Perſons are the only proper Subjects, and, in Con- 


ſequence, all Infants excluded? 


In order to practiſe the Ordinance of Baptiſm aright, 
it appears neceſſary that the Subjects ſhould be acquain- 


ted with the Authority that enjoins, underſtand the Laws 
that regulate, be perſuaded of their Obligation to ob- - 


ſerve, and impreſſed with a Senſe of the Honour and 


Reſpect due to GOD in that Solemnity: And if theſe 


Things are fo, then every Article already mentioned, is 
a neceſſary Pre- requiſite to Baptiſm, and no Infant can 


be a proper Subject. And I am of Opinion our Text 


entirely ſolves the Difficulty; for, when they believed 


Philip, preaching the Things concerning the Kingdom of 
GOD, and the Name of FESUS CHRIST, they were 


baptized both Men and Women. When they believed, not 


| before—the Things concerning the Kingdom of GOD, and 


the Name of FESUS CHRIST, Matters above the 
Capacities of Infants—tbey were baptized both Men and 
Women; not the leaſt Hint about Children. But it may 
be objected, That though Infants are not expreſsly 


6 mentioned, or apparently referred to in this Text, 


« yet ſuch a ſingle Circumſtance can never be ſuppoſed 
6 to decide this Matter, eſpecially as their Right and Ti- 


&« tle may be more directhy intended in other Paſſages. 


I am itive there is no expreſs mention of In- 


fants Right to Baptiſm in the Word of GOD; nor am 


I ſatisfied that it is any where implicitly included; for the 
Truth of which I am quite willing our Scripture Inqui- 
ries ſhould be ſtrict and univerfal, but chooſe to decline 
traditional Antiquity, and pay no Reſpe& to human Au- 
thority, or the Practice of Multitudes, For A 
. conſidered, can never add Strength to a Cauſe, 
nor Honour to any Profeſſion. Sin cannot be ſuppoſed to 


deſerve Applauſe, becauſe it was committed in Paradiſe, | 
and bears Date with the moſt antient Records of Ma/es ; Gen. ĩũ. 


C Ef nor 


- 


13 


114. 


Luke xii 
3 


1 


tz 
we 1 


Matt. 


20. 


” * ay 


THOUGHTS m 
nor ſhould the Beat and Falſe Propbet be held in Re- 


pute, becauſe the Myſtery of Iniquity began to work in 
the Apoſtolic Age. As for human Authority, if it have 


any Weight, it is owing to the Word of GOD, and in 


Conſequence that Teſtimony of Truth is ſufficient with- 


out it; and a Multitude of Votaries will never dignify 


any Cauſe, nor prove the Validity of any Inſtitution : For 


Matt. xxii. they are but few that are cboſen—enter in at the ſtrait 


Gate and the Sheep of CHRIST Paſture are but a lit- 


and vii. 14. % p14. Beſides, Iſaiab hath been bold to declare, that 
a Multitude of all Nations fight againſt Mount Zion. And 
Iſa xxix. 8. Jobn ſpeaks of a Period, in which all the World won- 
Rev.xiii,z.4rred after the Beaſt. For theſe Reaſons I chooſe to 


proceed by a better Warrant, than the dark Uncertain- 


Wiz Pet. i.19. ty of bare Antiquity; abide cloſe by a ſurer Word of 


Progbecy than human Tradition, or the exacteſt Compo- 


ſitions of the beſt of Men, and copy a more infallible 
WirPet.ii.21, Example, than merely the Pattern of the pureſt Chur- 


ches. Let us then weigh the Cauſe, examine the Mat- 
ter, and ſearch for Truth in the following Manner. 


1. By the plain Appointment of JESUS, and the ſtrict 
Commiſſion of our LORD ; Go teach all Nations, bap- 


[{ xxviii. 19, tizing them in the Name of the FATHER, and of the 


SON, and of the HOLY GHOST. teaching them to ob- 


ſerve all Things whatſoever I bave commanded you; and 
ho, I am with you alway, even unto the End of the © 


World. : 

| Never was there a Commiſſion more full and im- 
portant, or an Inſtitution more poſitive and plain: On 
that Account, it is not only pertinent to our Purpoſe, 
but amply ſufficient to decide the Controverſy, and efta- 


bliſh the Truth beyond all Debate. For if People were 
| 1 


* 


„The whole Intention of the Author, by theſe Obſer-, 


vations, is no more, than to ſet aſide human Antiquity and 
Tradition, as being, in many Caſes, quite precarious and 


uncertain ; exclude the Authority of Counſels, Synods, and 
Aſſemblies, in „ or new- making the Worſhip of 

eſpect to the Pattern of Numbers or 
Nations, where they viſibly deviate from the Simplicity of 


GOD; and to pay no 


woes > PA. 6 Oh wc ws as 


„ a 


ſe, 
ta- 
ere 
but 


of 
$ or 
v of 


\ „ 


Matter, * 
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but ſufficiently cautious not to play with Words, -or make 
light of divine Matters, I hardly think they would ever 
dream of the leaſt Reference to Infants in the Commiſ- 


ſion; and conſequently to infer their Right from this 
Paſſage falſe and unfair. For as it includes the Whole of 


CHRIS T's revealed Will, neceſſary to be known by us, 
and practiſed in the Church; fo Teaching and Baptizing 
comprize the whole Commiſſion : Which, if granted, 


then nothing can be more evident, than that, ſuch as are 
to be baptized ought to be taught, and the Taught only are 
to be Baptized. This will be quite clear, if it is conſidered, 


that the Teaching here intended, accompanied oy the 


Power of the SPIRIT, is productive of a divine Faith; 


15 


for, as Faith cometh by Hearing, fo the natural Man re- Rom. x. 


ceiveth not the Things of the SPIRIT of GOD, for they 17. 


are Fooliſhneſs unto bim; neither can he know them, be- 1 Cor. ii. 


cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. As the Inſtruction 14. 


therefore, antecedent to Baptiſm, implies a Capacity of 
knowing and receiving the Things of the SPIRIT of 
GOD, and Children are altogether incapable of ſuch 
ſublime Teaching, they cannot poſſibly be deſigned by 
JESUS as proper Subjects of Baptiſm. Beſides, bap- 


tizing in the Name of the FATHER, SON, and HOLY 
GHOST is one of the moſt ſolemn Acts of inſtituted 
Worſhip, in which the Perſon baptized is equally con- 


cerned with the Perſon baptizing; on which Account 


there can be no Propriety in the Adminiſtration, unleſs 


the Subjects are acquainted with the Name of the HoLy 
Trinity : Conſequently, Infants are as much without 


a Title to Baptiſm, as they are deſtitute of Knowledge 


reſpecting that ſacred Name. The Sum is this; Per- 


ſons who are taught by the Word and SPIRIT of 


CHRIST, ſweetly diſpoſed to adore FATHER, SON, 


and HOLY GHOST, and capable of obſerving all 


'Things GOD hath commanded, are the only proper 
Subjects of this Ordinance; which cannot be the Caſe 
of Infants, and therefore have neither Part nor Lot in the 


2. By 


„As J cautioned my Hearers, in like manner let me en- 


treat my Readers, not to entertain the leaſt Suſpicion that 
my Sentiments are harſh and uncharitable, reſpecting the 


happy State of Children who die in Infancy ; for though my 
1 8 C 2 | Cone 


[ 


= | 34 


| John iv. i. 


Acts vil, 
=_ 
Acts xyi. 


THOUGHTS on 


2. By the Example of inſpired Men we may warrant- 


ably determine this Point; becauſe to them their Ma- 
ſter's Will was as fully known, as his Inſtitutions were 
punctually obſerved. And I am inclined to believe, that 


upon a ſtrict and judicious Search into the Scriptures, the 


Practice of inſpir'd Men will be found not only to correſpond 
with the Pattern of divine Inſtitution, but both appear full 


for our Purpoſe : For no one Inſtance can be given of 2 
Perſon baptized without Inſtruction, and a publick Profe 


ſion, prior to the Solemnity. Therefore proper Subjects, 
Luke iii, g. under Jobn's Adminiſtration, are required firſt to bring 


forth Fruits worthy of Repentance—Thoſe baptized by 
CHRIST were firſt made Diſciples— Peter's numerous 


A&sii.41. Flock of Converts firſt : received the Word gladly—Phi- 


lip's noble Diſciple firſt believed with all bis Heart 
Paul's Jailor, with all his Houſe, firſt rejoiced in GOD 
and believed. We have therefore a Cloud of Examples, 
for Numbers rarely equalled, and for Experience ſcarce- 
ly excelled : And I ſhould think, -where the Precept 1s 
10 plain and peremptory, and the Precedents ſo nume- 


| rous and unexceptionable, it is impoſſible to miſs the 


Mark, or be at a Loſs about the proper Subjects of 


Baptiſm. But if in this Matter, Prejudice ſhould ſhnt - 
the Eyes of any, againſt the clear Light of our LORD's 


Commiſſion, and Cuſtom lead them counter to the plain 


Pattern of inſpired Men, no Wonder to find them in a 
dark and inextricable Labyrinth. For it muſt be al- 


lowed, that it is as daring and dangerous, and as dull 
and uncomfortable to adminiſter or practiſe any Ordi- 


- nance without a divine Warrant, or the Example of in- 
ſpired Men; as it is ſtrange and unaccountable to appear 


Concluſions ſo peremptorily exclude them from any Part in 
the outward Church State, and deny their Right to every 
Ordinance thereof, yet I dare ngt affirm they are incapable 


of internal Waſhing, or without a Part in eternal Glory: 


For although I have not met with one Word, either in the 
Old or New Teſtament, from which the final State of thoſe 
who die in Infancy can be inferred, yet where the Matter 
is fo liable to Diſpute among Men, and the Scriptures ſo ſi- 


lent about it, always chooſe to take the moſt charitable Side; 
on which Account, I am inclined ta believe the Salvation 


of all who die in Infancy. 
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in the Defence of any Cauſe without the Authority of 
either. For that religious Practice which has not the 
leaſt Pretence to the one, nor Countenance from the 
other, muſt certainly ſtand on a precarious Bottom, will 
never admit a critical Enquiry, nor bear a favourable 
Defence: And ſuch I cannot but eſteem the Cauſe of 
Infant Baptiſm, becauſe the Word of GOD does not 
furniſh us with either Precept or Precedent in its Favour, 
and without the one or the other, we have no ſufficient 
Warrant for ſuch an Obſervance. For all religious Prac- 
tices are either the Appointments of GOD, or the 'Tra- 


„ 

' ditions of Men; and to change or depart from the firſt ; 
7 is attended with a devouring Curſe, Mourning and De-Tfa. xxiv: 
p ſelation, and to comply with the latter, condemned by a 4, 5, 6. 
- divine Query, Ibo hath required this at your Hand? 4 
5 Therefore, upon the Whole, as Infant Baptiſm is deſti ni ** 
0 tute of Authority from poſitive Inſtitution, and unprece- 

s dented by any Pattern of inſpired Men, it can never be 

— criminal to diſcontinue the Practice, and bear a faithful 

is Remonſtrance againſt it. But though I am fully per- 

— ſuaded theſe two Arguments are quite concluſive in Vin- 

© dication of our Sentiment, and entirely refute the Cauſe 

of of Infant Sprinkling ; yet that all may ſee we have Line 

ut upon Line and Precept upon Precept, to maintain our Point, 

's and decide the Controverſy, ſhall further produce in De- 

in ' fence of the Subject, what is abſolutely required before, 
a” at, and immediately after the Adminiſtration of the Or- 
al- dinance. For if there are certain Pre- requiſites neceſſa- 
ull ty to qualify Perſons for Baptiſm, and particular Actions 
di- required of all proper Subjects, which never were known 

in- or performed by any Infant; it muſt undoubtedly be an 
ear additional Support to our Plea, and hang as a dead Weight 

in upon the other Syſtem, And, 
fon 1. Repentance, in the Subject, prior to Baptiſm, is 
ery eertainly neceſſary tO qualify a Soul for that Or dinance, 
ible of which all Infants are incapable. John did baptize in Mar. i. 4. 
ry : the Wilderneſs, and preach the Baptiſm of Repentance, | 
; 8 for the Remiſſion of Sins; and Paul, upon two Oecaſions, 
_— does not ſcruple to call the ſame Solemnity the —_— Acts xiii. 
1 6. of Repentance. Should theſe Teſtimonies need any fart i 
de; | Confirmation, it may be met with in Peter's explicit An- and xix. 4. 
tion 


ſyyer to the jmportant Queſtion of the Pentecoſt 8 
ſ ; | | ; en 
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Assi 37, Men and Brethren what ſhall we do? His Reply was, Re. 


38. 


John iv. 1. 


pont and be baptized every one of you, in the Name of FESUS 


CHRI ST, / or the Remiſſion of Sins, and ye ſhall receive 


the Gift 10 7 the HOLY GHOST. The above Citations 
are a 


ufficient Proof of my Aſſertion, that Repentance 


is neceſſary to conſtitute any Perſon a proper Subject of 
Baptiſm; and therefore to exclude Infants from a Title 


to the Ordinance muſt be a fair DeduCtion. 


2. Infants cannot be made Diſciples previous to Bap- 
tiſm z proper Subjects can, and are. JESUS made and 
baptized more Diſciples than John. And as this Method 
of our only Guide is fo plain and pertinent, it ought to 
be duly attended to by all his faithful Followers. Our 
LORD firſt made them Diſciples, then baptized them, 


which is the very Import of the miniſterial Commiſſion, 


Go teach or diſciple all Nations, baptizing them. But as 


Infants cannot be Diſciples prior to Baptiſm, neither 


does that Ordinance make them ſuch; the very 'Term 


| inſtructed by CHRIST and his Meſſengers, they cannot 
de called Diſciples ; and unleſs they are Diſciples, they 
have no Title to Baptiſm ; and as Infants cannot be the 


denotes them Learners of their Maſter” s Will, and Fol- 


lowers of his Example. Submiſſion to Baptiſm i is an 


Inſtance of a Diſci ou s Obedience, and therefore ſup- 
poſes him ſuch before; conſequently unleſs People are 


_ we may lawfully deny their Right to the other, 
3. - Confeſſion of Sin is neceſſary in the Party bapti- 


* which cannot poſſibly be performed by Infants. 


And there went out unto John all the Land of Judea, and 


they of Jeruſalem, and were all baptized of bim in Jor- 


dan, confeſſing their Sins. It is urged indeed, © that 
ce as all the Land of Judea went out and were baptized 


. 0 Jobs, there muſt be a Multitude of Children among 


Lake vii. 
90. 


* them.” But it 1s vain to ſuppoſe, and impoſſible to 
ſupport, that the ſacred Hiſtorian intends every Indivi- 
dual in the Land of Fudea and City of Jeruſalem, for 
the Phariſees and Lawyers rejected the Paik of GOD 
againſt themſelves, being not baptized of John. Beſides, 


going out to be baptized, implies a Capacity of knowing, 
_ judging, and determining, where and what ey were 


going about. But what entirely removes the D "ow 
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maining Part of the Verſe entirely excludes Infants ; for 


ble Favour, it becomes their exalted Privilege, and no 
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, and at the ſame Time detects the ObjeCtors in 


more fruitful in their own Inventions, than diligent in 


attending to the Word of GOD, is the Confeſſion of 
Sin at their Baptiſm ; for none were baptized but ſuch 


as confeſſed ; therefore, as Infants cannot confeſs their 


Sins, they, have no Title to Baptiſm. 


4 Infants cannot receive the Word gladly, antecedent 
to their Baptiſm; all proper Subjects ought. They that Acts ii. 41. 
gladly received bis Word were baptized. From the Con- 
text it is apparent, the Word which they gladly recei- 
ved, was chiefly the Exhortation to Repentance, and the 
Promiſe of Remiſſion of Sins ; and from the Citation it- 
ſelf it is no leſs evident, that fuch as have received theſe 
Bleſſings with Gladneſs of Heart, and ſuch only, are the 
true and proper Subjects of Baptiſm. Beſides, the re- 


as they cannot be uſeful to the Church, neither can "they 
be added to it : There can be no Addition, unleſs the 
Thing added be proper, neceſſary, uſeful, or ornamen- ; 
tal. The Church of GOD being therefore a Company 1 Cor. i. 2. 

of called, ſanQified, worſhipping Believers, no Perſon 
uncalled, and inca ble of worſhipping the LORD, can 
be added to the Church of GOD. And as this is one 
of the moſt plain and primitive Patterns, of baptizing 
and adding to the Church, we may juſtly infer, it is 
beſt Perſons ſhould wait for Baptiſm till they receive the. 
Word gladly ; and remain without Communion till they 
ſubmit to Baptiſm ; and then, according to divine Ap- 
pointment, be added. to the Church. And when any 
have witneſſed ſuch a good Confeſſion, bore ſuch a pub- 
lick Teſtimony, and are indulged with ſuch a remarka- 


leſs their indiſpenſible Duty, to continue ſtedfaſt in Doc- 
trine and Fellowſhip, breaking of Bread and in Prayer: 
But Infants cannot perform any Part thereof, conſequent- 


ly have no Claim to * nor 1 to be m to 
the Church. 


5. Infants cannot have the Anſwer of a good Conſci- 
ence, nor give a Reaſon of the Hose that is in them at 
Baptiſm; but proper Subjects ſhould have the one, and 
be capable « of OY ts other, The like Figure t Pet. ĩũ. 21. 
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THOUGHTS n 
ewhereunto even Baptiſm, doth alſo now ſave us (not the 
putting away the Filth of the Fleſh, but the Anſwer of a 


good Conſcience towards GOD) by the Reſurrection of 
FESUS CHRIST. I eſteem it moſt eligible to refer 


' theſe Words to Water Baptiſm; and iv is equally evi- 


Pet. iii. 
5 


dent, that no Infant can be a Subject of the Qualifica- 
tion required; for a good Conſcience, implies an Heart 
ſprinkled from an evil one; the Anſwer towards GOD, 
intends the inward Witneſs of Life, together with the 
true and proper Senſe of the divine Authority that enjoins 
Baptiſm. And when theſe Things are ſweetly received, 
and experimentally known, the Soul ſees in Baptiſm, as 


in a Figure, the cleanſing Blood of JESUS, and his glo- 


rious Reſurrection from the Dead; is led by the Shadow 
to the Subſtance, ſaved from truſting to the external 
Waſhing, and delivered from deſpiſing this Appointment 
of GOD. Again, as Infants cannot have the Anſwer of 
a good Conſcience at Baptiſm, neither can they give a 
Reaſon of the Hope that is in them. Be ready always 


to give an Anſwer to every Man that aſketh you a Reaſon 


of the Hope that is in you, with Meekneſs and Fear. 
From theſe Words it is evident to me, that we have an 
unqueſtionable Right to aſk, and every one undoubtedly 
obliged to give a Reaſon of the Hope that is in them; 


but we muſt take Care to aſk, and they to anſwer with + 


Meekneſs and Fear. Nor muſt they ſimply reply they 


have Hope, but aſſign ſome ſolid Reaſon tor it; that is, 


give a ſcriptural and rational Account why they expect 
ſuch a Bleſſing, embrace ſuch a Sentiment, eſpouſe fuch 
a Cauſe, and practiſe ſuch an Ordinance. Conſequently 


if the Abettors of Infant Sprinkling be Followers of that 


which is good, and confident, that when we ſpeak againſt 


that prevailing Cuſtom, they are ſuffering for Righteouſ- 
neſ ſake, having a good Conſcience that we ſpeak Evil 
of them, and falſly accuſe their good Converſation in 


CHRIST, let them produce a Reaſon of the Hope that 
is in them with Meekneſs and Fear; then the Reproach 


will turn upon us, and the Slander caſt upon their Sen- 


timent be wiped away; but till then we muſt remon- 
ſtrate againſt their Practice, and call their Authority in 


Queſtion: And I am inclined to believe, they will never 


be able to bring forth what may be admitted as a ſolid 


Proof 


n 


Reaſon in their own Favour, and paſs for a convincing 


Dar. s- ee 


ne 


goed Pleaſure. 
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Proof with us ; for the Weight of their Cauſe ſeems to 
reſt too much upon mere Conjecture, and dark Conſe- 


quences, together with an implicit Complaifance to the 
PraQtice of a. Multitude. But theſe are too feeble for 


the Support of a ſolemn Cauſe, and too va 


Deciſion of a weighty Controverſy. Beſides, 
who are ſprinkled in Infancy 


for the 
d thoſe 
live to be as old as Methu- 


felab, and. be as really converted as Paul, they .can have 
no other Knowledge of their being baptized but the Word - 
of a Relative, or the Teſtimony of a Regiſter ; not per- 
ſonal Perſuaſion, nor conſcious Certainty. Therefore, as 
Infants cannot have the Anſwer of a good Conſcience in 
| themſelves, nor be able to give a Reaſon of their Hope 


to others, until taught; we have the Anſwer of a good 
Conſcience, and can aſſign a weighty Reaſon, why we 


6. Infants cannot put on CHRIST at Baptiſm; pro- 


8 Subjects can, and do. As many of you as have been Gal. ill. 27. 
apt: 


ized into CHRIST, bave put on CHRIST. The 
putting on of CHRIST intends, the up his Croſs, 
a publick- Profeſſion of his Name, with a firm Reſolu- 
tion to follow his Example, and obſerve his Inſtructions, 
through good and evil Revert. 


and expreſſive Manner; for there is not only a chearful 
Compliance with-a Part of the Will of JESUS, which 
is deſpiſed and rejected by many, and an open Declara- 
tion - CHRIST — Fi and Men; but a per- 
ſonal Promiſe and humble Engagement to obey him in 
all Things, and bear a faithful Teſtimony to their Lives 
End. And as truly gracious Souls are acquainted with 


the Faithfulneſs of GOD, and far from Strangers to the 


Deceitfulneſs of their own Hearts, all this is done with 
great Diffidence in themſelves, and full Dependance on 


21 


eſteem them improper Subjects of Baptiſm; for whatſe- Rom. xiv. 
ever is not of Faith, is Sin, 23. 


4 


And this is done by every 2 Cor. vi. 
Believer, at the Performance of Baptiſm, in a ſtrong 8. 


him who aworketh in them, both to will and to do, of bis Phil. ii. 13, 


But Infants being incapable of ſuch Cau- 
tion and Conduct, are e n. of n 
which requires it. 


7. Infants cannot juſtify GOD, and fulfil Righteoul. 2 
nels at or after the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm; a 78 50 | 
| ubjectis 


f 
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Luke vii. Subjects do both. 'The People and Publicans juſtified 
29. GOD, being baptized with the Baptiſm of John. They 
juſtified the Authority of GOD, by obſerving what he 
had enjoined ; and vindicated the Cauſe of Truth, by 
attending the Miniſtty of the Goſpel; But Infants can- 
not juſtify GOD by a Submiſſion to his Appointments, 
or a proper Defence of his Cauſe, therefore have no Ti- 
tle to Baptiſm. And as Children cannot juſtify the Law- 
giver, neither can they fulfil the Righteouſneſs of any 
Matt. iii, Law. Suffer it to be ſo now, for thus it becometh us to 
15. fulfil all Righteouſneſs. "Theſe were the Words of 
| JESUS to Jobn the Baptiſt, when he appeared backward 
to baptize our SAVIOUR : From which it is plain, 
that the Subject, as well as the Adminiſtrator, is equal- 
ly — in fulfilling Righteouſneſs. Nor is there 
any Weight in that Objection, which “ ſuppoſes Man- 
& kind, in a fallen State, incapable of fulfilling Righte- 
« ouſneſs in any Senſe.” For Jobn was one of the fal- 
len Race, and yet he was-joined with JESUS in this 
Matter. Beſides, if Baptiſm be a righteous Inſtitution, 
, and appointed for the Benefit of a righteous People, 
| then the Obſervance of it is ſo far the fulfilling of 
Righteouſneſs, as it is complied with from a View to the 
Authority, and practiſed in Honour of a righteous GOD; 
e for all Obedience to any Law, is a fulfilling the Righ- 
teouſneſs of that Law. Nor is there any better Pretence 
for imagining, © that our LORD has Reſpect to the 
« fulfilling a Branch of the Ceremonial Law, which 
„being once accompliſhed, the Obligation ceaſes, and 
ce the Practice ought to be diſcontinued.” Por I believe, 
it can never be proved, nor do the FPedo- Baptifts pretend, 
that Baptiſm belonged to that Figurative Law which \- 
was to be aboliſhed by CHRIST ; but is purely a New 
"Teſtament Appointment, which ſerved to uſher in, and 
| ſtands inſeparably connected with the Goſpel Diſpenſa- 
Pet. ii. 2 1. tion. And if fo, it is evident our LORD left this for 
| an Example, with a Deſign that we ſbould follow bis 
Steps. And there is leſs Ground ſtill for aſſerting, 
« that as CHRIST and Jobn fulfilled this Branch of 
« Righteouſneſs, it is for ever without Defect, and no- 
« thing remains for us to do.” For though CHRIST, 
as our Surety and Subſtitute, fulfilled that Righteouſ- 
neſs, which 1s the Matter and Ground of our Juſti- 
| | | fication 
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fication before GOD, in ſuch a Manner, and with ſuch 
Perfection, that nothing can be added to it, or taken from Eccleſ. ili. 
it; yet, as our Pattern and Example, he had no Inten- 14. 
tion to ſuperſede our Obedience, but rather deſigned to 
ſhew us the Way. And this was remarkably the Caſe 
in the Article of Baptiſm ; for had our LORD deſigned 
to diſcontinue the Practice, and diſſolve our Obligation, 
by his own Submiſſion to that Ordinance, there could be 
no Propriety in his making and baptizing Diſciples after John iv, 1. 
this; and there muſt be fill leſs in tranſmitting it to 

Poſterity as an 8 Branch * of his laſt Commiſſion. Matt. 
Upon the Whole; if the proper Subjects of Baptiſm xxviii. 19. 
ought to be capable of juſtifying GOD, and fulfilling : 

Righteouſneſs, Infants have no Title to that Ordi- 


nance. 


8. Infants cannot bring forth Fruits worthy of Repen- 
tance, nor walk in Newneſi ef Life; proper Subjects of 
Baptiſm can do both. Fobn's Directory and Advice to 
the Multitude that' came forth to be baptized of him, 
was faithful, ſharp, and inſtructive: Bring forth there- Luke ili. 8. 
fore Fruits worthy of Repentance, and begin not to ſay 
within yourſelves, we have Abraham to our Father : 

for I ſay unto you, GOD is able of theſe Stones to raiſe up 
Children unto Abraham. Tobn was well acquainted with 
the Diſpoſition of their Minds, and the prevailing No- 
tion they entertained, and were ready to produce upan | 
all Occaſions Me have Abraham for our Father. From John viii, 
which they concluded themſelves in the Favour of GOD, 33—39. 
and undoubtedly intitled to all Ordinances. But the Bapti/t 
cautiouſly prevents their Plea for Admiſſion to Baptiſm, 


from 


* To call Baptiſm an eſſential Branch of our LORD's 
Commiſſion, will probably have a diſagreeable Sound in the 
Ears, and a diſguſtful Reliſh to the Hearts of ſuch Perſons 
who have learned the pernicious Art of eſteeming many In- 
junctions of GOD merely indifferent. For my Part, I am 
not forward to make ſo free with the ſmalleſt PunQlio of in- 
ſtituted Worſhip, on the one Hand, nor ſo preſumptuous on 
the other, as to affirm, Baptiſm eſſential to Salvation; yet 
think I may be allowed to fay, and am not aſhamed to inſiſt, 
that Baptiſm is eſſential to the Goſpel Diſpenſation, other- 


wiſe, am apt to believe, it would neyer have heen appointed, 
under that Oeconomy, 


THOUGHTS on 
from this Quarter, by aſſuring them, ſuch a Relation 
would have no Weight with him, nor give the leaſt 
. Right to the Ordinance he adminiſtered. Hence it ap- 
pears extremely reaſonable to debar Perſons from Bap- + 
tiſm, until a more ſolid Pretence for their Right and 


j ; 

| A 
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Title can be urged, than barely a Relation-to Chriſtian, 

Parents. Jobn inſiſts upon their bringing forth Fruits 

meet for, or worthy of Repentance ; a Phraſe of the 
ſame Import with one of St. Paul's, in his famous Apo 

Acts xxvi. logy before Agrippa, namely, to do Works meet for Re- 

20 pentance; for as a Tree is known by it's Fruits, ſo Re- 

* pentance is known by good Works; theſe being Fruits 


and Effects of Repentance, and the beſt Proofs of it's 


Sincerit . 


This Argument is corroborated, and the Cauſe we 
plead farther eſtabliſhed, by our SAVIOUR's Explana- 


Matt. xiii. tion of a celebrated Parable—He that receiveth Seed into 


23. the good Ground, is he that heareth the Word and under- 
antletk it, which alſo beareth Fruit, and bringeth forth 
=. - - /ome an bundred-fold, ſome fixty, ſome thirty. For tho* 
| | Infants may hear the Word, yet not ſo as to underſtand 


it, and bring forth Fruits; without which they are not 

Children of the Goſpel Kingdom, and conſequently without 

a Title to Baptiſm. Finally, St. Paul declares, that we 
Rom.vi,4, are buried with FESUS by Baptiſm into Death; that 
lite as CHRIST was raiſed up from the Dead, by the 

- Glory of the FATHER, even fo we alſo ſhould walk in 


Repreſentation of the Burial and Reſurrection of JESU 
CHRIST: In that Ordinance, as in a Figure, belie- 
ving Souls are planted into the Likeneſs of bis Death, pro- 


out of the Water, is not only a Symbol of our SA VI. 
__ OUR's riſing from the Dead, but a manifeſt Token of 
their own Reſurrection from the Death of Sin. And as 


TESUS from the Dead, they are inclined to ſeek thoſe 
Things which are above, and ſo aim at Newneſs of Life 
in their whole Walk, But as People cannot walk unleſs 


appear to be bleſſed with ſpiritual Life, and the N 


— 


- - Newneſs of Life. Baptiſm by Immerſion being a lively 


| feſling to be dead to all below; and their coming up 


this is entirely effected by the Power of him who raiſed - 


: they have Life, ſo neither can they walk in Newneſs of 
Life, except they are renewed ; therefore, unleſs Perſons 
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. bring me to this Place on a like Occaſion, ſhall take 


Profeſſion are capab 


, . 


ing of the HOLY GHOST, we may warrantably re- 
peat our Aﬀertion, they are improper Subjects of Bap- 
tiſm. * But as I cannot launch farther into the Subject 
at this Time, for further Satisfaction, if ever Providence 


into Conſideration, The principal Arguments alledged in 
favour of Infant Baptiſm-——Anſwer ſome of the moſt 
plauſible Objections brought againſt our Sentiment 
Vindicate the Mode of Immerſion Point out ſome of 
the Ends and Uſes of the Ordinance——And urge ſome 
Motives to engage to a Compliance ſuch as are * 


This ſeems to be a proper Place for obſerving, that Gal. 

HM. 27. and Rom. vi, 4. are conſidered by ſome Peub- Baptiſts 

as having no Reference to Water · Baptiſm, but entirely relate 

to the Baptiſm of the SPIRIT. I dare not affirm, nor do I 
believe, that the internal Work of the HOLY GHOST is 
without a Place in theſe Scriptures ; for I am confident, the 
Subſtance is therein contained, which Water Baptiſm repre- 
ſents in a Figure; yet, whatever is plainly expreſſed, or 
figuratively implied, am as poſitive Water Baptiſm ought 

not to be excluded, and that for the following Reaſons ; 1. lt 
is no where ſupported by Scripture, nor can it with any Pro- 
priety correſpond with Experience; to ſay that we put on the 
internal Work of the HOLY GHOST, and in fo doing put 

on CHRIST; for it is he that wworketh in us both to nl and Phil. ĩi. i 3. 
to do——fheds abroad his Love in our Heart. —and puts his | 
Spirit within us; for we cannot put on CHRIST internally, Rom. v. 5. 


but externally ; which is ſignificantly expreſſed in Baptiſm, pe. xj, 


wherein we openly put on CHRIST, and is emphatically 19. 


maintained in our ſtrict Adherence to his Example, by which 


ewe adorn the Doftrine of GOD our Saviour, 2. The SPI- 
 RIT's Work upon the Heart never is, nor can with any Pro- 

priety be, called a Burial, but is repreſented by Figures 

quite the reverſe ; ſuch as being qurickened—born again Eph. ii. 5. 
raiſed from the Dead, &c. But the Baptiſm of Water by Im- John iti. z. 
merſion, as it is a plain Figure of, fo may it juſtly be called Eph. ii. 6. 
a Burial. Beſides, the Phraſe buried by Baptiſm, ſhould ra- | 
ther haye been, buried by the HOLY GHOST, had his 

Baptiſm been intended; for why ſhould not Paul be as ex- 

Plicit as John ? Upon the Whole, it is evident to me, that Matt. iii. 
Water Baptiſm is referred to i theſe Texts; and clearer ſtill, 11. 

that none have a Right to that Ordinance, but ſuch as by a 

ſe of putting on CHRIST, and in Con- 

yerſation qualifigd to ava in Newre/s of Life. | 


/ 
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Heb. vi. 3. from above; and this will we do, if GOD permit. r 


THOUGHTS on 


ſhall therefore, at this Time, conclude with a few Infe- 
rences. „ 


And 1. As the Kingdom of GOD is a ſpiritual and 


an abiding Kingdom, and we are ſent forth, into the 


Highways and Hedges, with a Commiſſion to proclaim 


Salvation to the Ends of the Earth, and invite the Ba- 


niſhed to their Father's Houſe ; give me Liberty to in- 


quire, who are prepared to enter into the Kingdom, and 


made willing to obſerve all the Laws of the State. Are 
there any here who have ſeen the King in his Beauty, 


got a Diſcovery of the Door CHRIST), are drawn by 


the Cords of his Love, and overcome with the Views of 


I lx. 1. 


| 
Prov. iti. 
17. 


his Glory ? Are thereany here who are longing to know 


the King's Pleaſure, waiting to do his Will? Even 


this is from the LORD. For the rebellious Nature is 
ſubdued, and the ſtubborn Heart made willing in a Day 
of the MESSIAH's Power. You have ſubmitted to 


the royal Scepter, when the King rode in holy Triumph: 
You are the viſible Spoils of his Sufferings, and the 
grand Trophies of invincible Might. You are lawſul 


Captives returning to Zion with Songs; the Priſoners of 
Hope ſent forth with Shoutings ; the ruined Relatives of 
CHRIST reſtored; and the filthy Favourites of Hea- 
ven waſhed and made clean in the Blood of the Lamb. 
Ariſe, ſbine for your Light is come, and the Glory of the 
LORD is riſen upon you. Worſhip him therefore in the 


Beauty of Holineſs, and run your Race with ſwift Feet 
and enlarged Hearts; for #:iſdom's Ways are Ways of 


Pleafantneſs, and all ber Paths are Peace. 


But are thete not ſome who are yet far from the 
Kingdom of GOD, and Strangers to Life and Peace ? 
Some, who are walking in the ſel of the Ungodly, 
ſtanding in the Way of Sinners, or ſitting in the Seat of the 


Scornful? Some, who are unalarmed in the midſt of Danger, 


and void of every heavenly Deſire ? Some, who are Enemies 


in their Minds by wicked Works; Aliens to the Common- 


wealth of Iſrael, and Strangers to the Covenant of 1 7 3 
without GOD, and without Hope in the World ? O Sin- 
ners | O Slaves! unmoved with your Miſery, and unac» 
evainted with your Doom! O that the Voice of GOD 

95 may 
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may rouze, the Arrows of the ALMIGHTY pierce, 
and the Arm of JEHOVAH pluck you as Brands out 
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of the Burning | May the great Trumpet be ſucceſsfully Ifa. Ne” 
blown, that they, who are ready to periſh in the Land of 13. 


Aſſyria, and the Outcaſts in the Land of Egypt, may come, 


2 worſhip the LORD in the holy Mount at ſeruſa- 


2. If the Things concerning JESUS CHRIST, be 


 Chiefly the Greatneſs and Sweetneſs of his Name, then 


our principal Concern ſhould be' to know we have an 
Intereſt in both. 'This Experience would make us obe- 

dient to him on one Hand, and fatisfied with him on 

the other ; his Greatneſs will fill our Souls with holy 
Reverence, and his Sweetneſs ſolace our Hearts with hea- 

venly Comforts. Thoſe who can call JESUS LORD 

by the HOLY GHOST, cannot doubt his Sufficiency, 

nor ſuſpect his Faithfulneſs; for he is GOD over all, 

and the faithful and true Witneſs —Thofe who are fa- 

voured with a Diſcovery of him as a SAVIOUR, may 

ſweetly truſt and confide in him; for be ſaves to the utter- Heb. vii. 
moſt, and receives the chief of Sinners — Thoſe who are 25. 
bleſſed with the Benefit of the Vhite Stone, and the New Rey. ii. 
Name, may rejoice and be glad, for they ſhall eat of the 17. 
bidden Manna, and drink of the Fountain of Life—— Pfal. 
And ſuch as are chearfully obedient to CHRIST”s Com- xxxvi. 9. 
mands, and ſtrictly obſervant of his Inſtructions, may 

look for a Bleſſing, and expect his Preſence; for the Pro- 


miſe is the ſame to the End of the World. Matt. 


- xxviii. 20. 
But are there any whoſe Hearts are ready to whiſper, 
whoſe Practice doth openly reply, We will not have this Luke xix. 


Man to reign over us? And are there any whoſe Hearts 14 


are not ſubject to the Scepter of JESUS, and whoſe 

Lives are unconformed to his Statutes? Hear ye the Mord 2Kio.vii.r. 
of the LORD : Kiſs the SON left be be angry, and ye pe- pg ii. 12 
_ from the Way, when bis Wrath is kindled but a lit. 
tle : Bleſſed are all they that put their Truſt in bim. 


3. Is it fo, that thoſe * are proper Subjects of 
Baptiſm who are bleſſed with divine Faith, and both able 
and willing to obey? Then what a Miſtake is Infant 
Baptiſm, be it's Votaries ever ſs many, or it's Applauſe 

| | ever 


. Pon rn ˙—- Ire ne ITY . ˙ . ß mw!) «,, rt. 
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THOUGHTS an 


[2Cor.ii 6: ever Þ ns It may indeed Hand in -the Wiſdom of. | 


Men, and be confirmed by the Council of Trent; but 


unleſs a firmer Foundation than the one, and a better | 
Sanction than the other can be produced in it's Favour, 


we ſhall ſtill infiſt the Ceremony is an Err 


„and pur ſue 
the Abettors of the Sentiment with this 


me but rea- 


ſonable Queſtion, bo bath required this at your Hand? 


And if the Time can be referred to when it was appoin- 
ted by GOD, or the Place of Scripture produced where 


it is required, then the Blame will reſt upon us, for con- 


demning the Practice with ſuch a peremptory Air, and 
denying it's Authority. with ſuch a Degree "of Reſolution ; 
but if that cannot be done, and the nr ſtill remain 
under the ſtrongeſt Suſpicion of Falſhood, then let the 


= Stumbling-ſtone. be removed from us, and all Cauſe 4 


5 ſupported the Sentiment I have all along condemned, 


the Diſputs laid at the right Door. 
4. As I have thus far, to the beſt of my * 1 70 


ſion, repreſented the Ordinance of Baptiſm in a : Goſpel | 
Light, let every one ſearch the Scriptures, whether theſe 
Things be ſo; and if it ſhould appear that I have miſta- 


ken any Paſſage, or concealed any Truth that would 
have prejudiced the Cauſe I have been pleading for, or 


ſhall rejoice to be informed and rectified. However, I 


am not conſcious to myſelf of ſuch Conduct, nor have I. 


the leaſt Deſire to deal deceitfully in the Word of GOD; 


yet knowing the Weakneſs of my own Underſtanding, | 


and not being unacquainted with that ſtrong Attachment 


every Man bears to his own Principles, it is probable in 
ſome Reſpects it may happen; but ſhould any Thing of 


this Sort be kindly pointed out, and appear judiciouſly 
Tefuted by the Word i of GOD, I hope as chearfully to 


own my Miſtake, and as publickly to recant my Error, 


as J have made free to ſpeak my Mind on the Subject in 


Debate. For, upon clear Conviction of the Truth of 


any Point, or full Perſuaſion of Defect in my preſent 


Sentiments, truſt I ſhall never be backward to embrace 


the one, nor aſhamed to own I have erred in the other. 
It is one Thing to be ow itive in my preſent ons, 
another to be obſtinate In oppoſing Truth. As I ſhall 


ſtrictly adhere to the firſt, till I ſee Reaſon to retract, will 


with W art with the "_ when 1 ſee 


ufficient 
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nour of an holy Inſtitution * Let us baniſh and-diſown that 


= the Lamb.” 


neither Circumciſion availeth any Thing, nor Uncifoumci« 


may remember, when Moſer, probably thro' the tender Num. xv. 
| Inffomations of a Boſom Friend, only the Mat- 39» 3 
ter, the Chief of Iſrael could not be ſpared, and the Le- 
der of the People went near to fall. Let us then be far Exod: = 


- miſtaken. Notion of what St. Paul pertinently propoſed 
reſpecting the Impropriety of an abrogate Law, and in 


4 


BELIEVERS BAPTISM. 
kifficient-- Cauſe to embrace; for both are Duties E 
« owe'to my Conſcience, both are Duties I owe to 


< GOD?” To be fixed in the one not be crimi % —_ 
to be backward. in the other, will admit of no Excuſe. 


F. Ts Baptiſm to be eſteemed: an Ordinance of the 
Goſpel, has it the Sanction of Heaven? Then let it 
never be numbered with Trifles, nor ſtand in the Liſt 
of Things indifferent, but always bear the Weight of a di- 
vine A tment, and for ever be eloathed with the Ho- 


ſtale Obje&tion, and utterly deteſt and abhor that muddy 
Maxim, which ſome have the Aſſurance to aſſert in 
Words, and the Preſumption to abide by in Practice, 
That it is 2 Matter merely indifferent, whether we 

u ſubmit our Bodies to the Waſhing of Water in Bap- 

ic tiſm, pr our Souls are waſhed in the Blood of 

This Objection is ſuppoſed to receive a 

deal of Weight, from the Method F wal to inform 

the Judgments, ſtop the Mouths, and ſilence the Cla- 

mours of the judaizing Converts—In CHRIST FESUS Gal. v. 6 


fron, But Faith which worketh Þ by Love. But this cannot 
be ſaid of Baptiſm till Time ſhall be no more; nor 
could it ever be affirmed of Circumciſion, until the Death 

6f CHRIS T had aboliſhed that Law. For there was 
- Period when the Contempt of that Ordinance was at-Gen. xvil. 
tended with cutting off from the Congregation, and the 14. com- 

Negle#t branded with Diſobedience to GOD; and we pared with 


from lighting or ne this folemn Afﬀair, from 3 


Defiance to the and peremptory Appoint- 


ment of JESUS: Beſides, let it be duly conſidered, how 


oppoſite this Doctrine is to the Apoſtolick Faith, and 


- hot contfary ſuch laboured Logick is fo St. Peter's ſim- 
ple Reaſoning— Peter pleads, Can any Man for bid Wa- Asx.47. 
- ter, that theſe ſhould not be baptized, who bave recveiruad 

the HOLT G OST ſoy 2 we f rr 


f 


& 
* 
— - 
* 
% 


Rom. iii. 
4 


1 THOUGHTS on 


az e Can any Man command Water, that we PR 
te be: baptized, ho have received the HOLY GHOST 
as well as others?“ The Anſwer is plain, the 1 


is obvious. Let GOD be true, but every Man a Liar! 


6. Let us be ſincere in all our Reſearches, and honeſt 


to all our Convictions; let us enquire into the Word 
without leaning to our ewn Underſtanding, and examine 


the Matter with a ſingle Eye to the Glory of GQD. 


Let us come to the Divine Oracles ſtripped of enſnaring 


udice, void of every worldly View, reſolved to em- 
— what we diſcover, . — in Practice what we 
believe. This is to be honeſt. to our own Conſciences, 
and ſweetly comphy with the Teaching of GOD. 
And let no Man conſult with Fleſh and Blood in this 
Matter, nor poſtpone or trifle in this Affair; for why 


| ſhould we be aſhamed of our Maſter's Cauſe, ſtifle our 
own Convictions, or ' grieve the SPIRIT of GOD? 
The World's Allurements are not to be compared with 


our LORD's Authority, nor the Slanders of Men to 


the Cenſures of my own Conſcience. * A noble Mind 


Exod. 
Gen. 


f 
- © % 


6 


can withſtand the one, but the ſtouteſt 8 cannot ſuf- 
rain the other. _ 


7. To WINE As you ne are to be — does 
= your Faith in CHRIST, to a few of his Fol- 


and are now to te —— Attachment to him 
in Baptiſm, before this Co tion; O pray for his 


Preſence O plead for his Bleſſing; attempt not to go 


” without the one, nor permit him to depart without tie 


other. Be as reſolute as Moſes —Be as peremptory "AS 


XXXiii. 15- . For 11 60 are not o with the Figure 


8 ee 


On this Ocrafivn l beg Leave to  ſabjoin what the fa 


—— Mr. Joun Harxs ſaid upon another, wiz. in 2 Let- 
ter to Archbiſhop Lavp, in which he pleads for Liberty of 
Conſcience, and inſiſts upon a ſtrict Compliance with every 
Conviction of Truth: © Since in Caſe of Conſcience, many 
75 times there is a Neceſſity to fall either into the Hands of 
Man, or into the Hands of GOD ; of theſe two whether 

8 is the beſt, I leave every particul r Man to judge ; only I 
will add this much, it is a fearful Thing to trifle with 
-« Confcience, for moſt aſſuredly, ſas unto it, a Man 


- « ſhall ſtand or fall at the laſt.“ 
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BELIEVERS BAPTISM. - 
unveiled, and allowed to behold the Subſtance If 
you are not bleſſed with heavenly Light, and indulged 


with ſpiritual Views, it will be a dry, unmeaning 


Ordinance, and a dull Evening to you: But if 
enjoy the promiſed Preſence of your LORD and Ma- 


ſter, launch into the Fulneſs of your GOD and SAVI- 


OUR, and obſerve the Freeneſs and taſte the Sweetn&ſs 
of your REDEEMER's Grace; then you will ſit under 
the Shadow of Life with great Delight, ſubmit to this 
Ordinance with Alacrity of Soul, and, like other bapti- 


ed Believers, go rejoicing away. Let us then join in 


that emphatic Prayer, and pour forth that expreſſive Pe- 


i 


tition—O ſend out 65 Lig 2s any and thy Truth ; let them lead Pal, «lili. « 


agree in that holy Reſolution, to go unto the Altar of 
GOD; unto GOD our exceeding Joy; yea, with our 
whole Heart will we praiſe thee, O GOD our GOD. 


The End of the FigsT SERMONL 


us, letthem bring us unto Saks boly Fill, and to tby Taber- 3, 4. 
.nacles—and when this is obtained, we will as chearfully 
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nene ern 3; 
r we did not aft the Part of idle Spefta- - 
tors, and demean ourſelves with a ſloth- 


ful Indifferency, amidſt the moſt alarm- 
ing Occurrences, we ſhould certainly 


SS) Times —EARTHQUAKES, theſe aſto- 3. 
nnniſhing Tokens of GOD's Diſpleaſure, 
have uttered an awful Warning by their unexpected Vi- 

ſits, and deſtructive Effects. IN UN DATIONS, the omi- 

nous Portenders of ſpreading Calamity, ſeem to threa- 

ten Deſolation, by attempting to burſt the Boundaries 

GOD had aſſigned them. Srokus and TEM ESTsS, 
to the Surprize of careleſs Mankind, have been 
C rouſed into ſuch reſiſtleſs Fury, and raged with ſuch 
F wild Career, that they have vexed the Contipent, 
4 toſſed the Seas, daſhed Navies on the Rocks, and 
'<< driven Foreſts from their Roots.“ Thus Tempeſts 
2 and Waters prophecy ; for whilſt they pro- 
duce ſuch horrid Havock, they adminiſter Admonition to 
the (children of Men.—Fauixx, that Source of deep 


* 


be deeply affected with the Signs of the Matt. 


34 


the baneful Badge of human A bath 


zek. XX1. 


THOUGH TSZ 


be and Harbinger of unnumbered Evils, bath, en- 


tered our Borders, and threatened us with further Mi- 
ſeries. Such a ſevere Viſitation, while we pray for the 
Return of Plenty, calls upon us to repent.. And WAx, 
out a 
bloody Flag, drawn a cruel Sword, and its fatal 
Engines. But tho? Nations may cloud their Quarrels, 
and ſoften their Diſputes with the Name of a Religious 
War; and tho Princes may boaſt of their Bravery, and 
diſtinguiſh themſelves for equipping mighty aments, 


and preparing dreadful Artillery; yet, 242 Sons 


of Slaughter, and Men il to deſtroy, your mangled 
Slain and mournful Devaſtations loudly declare—all this 


to be the Effect of Sin—and the Reſult of inſatiable Am- 


bition ! And while huge Armies are unmerci 

ring one another, powerful Fleets waiting all Opportu- 
nities to diſturb and deſtroy, and the maſterly Elements, 
by the Authority of a ſupernatural Commiſſion, ſpread- 
ing wild Amazement through the World ; ſhould not re- 
bellious Men quickly bethink themſelves, and the ſurvi- 


a, xxv1.9. ving Inhabitants of the-Barth 3 learn Righteouſ- 


neſs ? 


Sore an vo” LR 


But the Commotions in Ae natural, and Confuſions 


in the civil World, are not more viſible or 
than the Deadneſs and Infenhbility, ' the Supineneſs' and 


: Indifferency of the religious World; for the Fwy 
ons of the e Wicked are ſo black, the Deceit of Profeſſors 


fo vile, Backſlidings in Iſrael 0 great, Confuſions in the 


Camp of the Saints ſo frequent, and a lukewarm State 
fo univerſal, that any conſiderate Perſon may cone lude, 
vithout aſſuming the Name of a Politician, and foretel, 
without invading the Prerogative of a Prophet, that a 
Cup of Indignation is filling faſt, a ſtormy Cloud ga- 


wee thick, afl N advancing wm and an 


nnn 5 


= When this 3 was preached, Scarcity of NOSE 


Was a Calamity not onl) 885 but felt by Thouſands. It 
is true, the Kindneſs 0 hath made a quick Return, 
by baniſhing our Fears, bo Hing our Baths ; but if we are 


+ 


ole truly humbled for our Sinz, and properly thankful for 
his Metcies, the LORD- may again viſit with à want of 
- Prowl, and puniſh for the Abuſe of Plenty. | 


BELIEVERS BAPTISM. 
impending Stroke threatens to be heavy. Surrounded | 
with fuch awakening Providences, it is high Time to ens 1 
quire, Hatrhmen, what of the Night ? Nor can an An- Iſa. xxi. 11 
ſwer be deviſed more ſuitable, at this Juncture, than | 
s unto us, for the Day goetb away; for the Shadows Jer. vi. 4. 
of the Evening are ſtretched out! But as there is un- 14 
doubtedly a Remnant who are wreſtling for the ri/ing of Amos vii. i 
Jacob, and have great Searching of Heart for the Di-'2. 4 
viſions of Reuben, on that Account, and for their Bene Judg. v. 16 
fit who bear a faithful Teſtimony, and for the Comfort | 
of ſuch as are weeping Witneſſes, there remains a re- 1 
viving Cordial, at Evening Time it ſhall be light. This Zech. xivi 
ſhould engage our cloſeſt Application to the Throne of. | 
Grace, and produce the moſt earneſt Addreſſes to the 
Court of Heaven, for the Return of GOD's Power and 
Preſence, and the Eſtabliſhment of Zion's Peace and 1 
Proſperity. And as there is a Curſe in the Camp, and Joſh. vi. WW 
a Stumbling-block in the way, we ſhould be willing and 18. and 
earneſt to have them diſcovered and removed; for which vii. l i. 
Reaſon our Diviſions ſhould be ſearched to the Bottom, 
that the Lot may reſt upon the real Achan, and the 
Stumbling- ſtone be laid at the right Door; therefore let 
us give GOD no Reſt till he grant his Preſence, nor 
part with Truth till we make a thorough Search. I 
2 indeed, that ſome People are ſuch avowed Ene- 
mies to Controverſy, and their common Cry ſo much 
for Peace, that their eaſy Conceſſions have a Ten 
to rob Religion and betray the Truth. In this Caſe, 
open War is better than ſuch enſnaring Friendſhip ; for 
if we give up the leaſt Mite of Truth, true and laſting 
Peace can never be obtained; and if we tolerate the 
ſmalleſt Error it will ſpread like a 4 * Therefore, 
if Saul ſpare, let Samuel ſlay; and if Peter diſſemble, , Sam. xi 
let Paul withſtand. As we ſhould peremptorily purſue 9—33. 
Peace by righteous Meaſures, fo ſhould we inflexibly Gal. ii. 1 
- contend for all Truth. — But let the Search begin at the 
Heart, and the Enquiry correſpond with Experience, 

then our Debates will be mild, our Arguments conclu- 
ſive, and our Satisfaction great. | . 


| 351 


Baris being one of thoſe Points about which a 
grand Diviſion ſubſiſts among Chriſtians, and the impor- 
tant Article to be enquired into at this Time, us 
* | earch 


* * 


- THOUGHTS on 
1 in a conſcientious. Manner, for the 
imitive Doctrine and proper Intent of that Ordinance. 
For my Part, by comparing the ConviCtions of my Heart | 


with the DiQates of my Bible; Believers Baptiſm ap- 
* pears to me, Part of the Faith once delivered to, and 4 


ways to be defended by, - the Saints; therefore, in the 


former Sermon, I have pretty fully ex preſſed my Senti- 

ments to that Purpoſe, and am now to make a further 
' Attempt in Defence of it: But before I e, hall 
obviate two Objections. And, | | 


In the firſt Place, ſome may be ready to remonſtrate 
againſt the Subject, That if the Power and Purity of 
* \Chriſtianity be ſo very weak and defective as now ak 
< ledged, and the Unity and Peace of Jeruſalem fo dear 
C and deſirable as 1 oy Sj, aud — 

< chooſe a more weighty: not toſs up again 
+: this" Dons! of Cantwation, which, inſtead of revi- 
& ving decayed Godlineſs, has a natural T to 

— harraſs and diſturb the Church?“ To this I anſwer, 
The Work I am engaged wag I merge 


_ . if the Ordinance of Baptiſm ſtand u 8 


CHRIST, and be dignified with 
ven, I ſhall then make free to affirm, — . the AL. | 
forance to abide by it, that the Appointment is both ſo- 
lemn and weighty: And it is a Queſtion with me, whe- - 
ther there be any Part of inſtituted Worſhip, or Chri- 
. ftian Duty more ſo. Faith indeed lays the Foundation 
for it, and without Experience in the Subject, it would 
de an unmeaning Thing; but where Faith is wrought in 
i. the Heart, Basin is required in the Practice; and 
perhaps it is with a View to this, that they are ſo ſtrict- 
2 and inſeparably joined i in the New Teſta- 
ment. Beſides, if a Change in CHRIS T's Order, a 
Departure from the of Faith, and an Abuſe of 
the Inſtitutions of GOD, have a fatal Tendency to cor- 
rupt, darken, deaden, and divide the Church, we are 
2 ſiriQ Search be made, who ſhould bear the 
2 


. The Boptift ſtrictly inſiſt upon a 286 Profeſſion 
of Faith in the Subject, before ever they urge an Ob- 


| frrance, or allow a Tide o the Ordinance of Baptiſn. 
| „ 
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Race, that every Individual is ſbapen in Iniquity and con- 
ceived in Sin, and that Mankind are univerſally Tranſ- 
greſſors. from the Momb that except a Man. be born 
again he cannot enter into the Kingdom f GOD—that 
Redemption is by the Atonement of CHRIST, and Salva- 
tion by his mighty Power—that Faith is the Gift of GOD 
and the Work of tbe HOLY GHOST—and when Souls 


37 
They ſet before all the Sons and Daughters of our ruined = | 


profeſs to have obtained this precious Grace, through the 2 Pet. i. 1. | 


Righteouſneſs of GOD. and our SAVIOUR FESUS 
CHRIST, then, and not till then, they are exhorted to 
obſerve the Ordinance of Baptiſm, and every other Ap- 
pointment of GOD. But the Inſtructions of the Peda- 
Baptifts are of a quite different Nature; for they de- 


dcClare, that Infants are born. — in Baptiſm are made 
ren f GOD, and Inheritors © - - 


Members of CHRIST, Chi 
of the Kingdom of Heaven that the Faith of the Infant 
with: all other Graces is ſtrengtbened and increaſed—and 
that thoſe who are born again, can never totally and finally 


Fall from Grace. Therefore, according to theſe Principles, 
every Child baptzed in Infancy is born again, and all Per- 


ſons regenerated ſhall be undoubtedly ſaved ; conſequently, 
to preach the New Birth to thoſe who have been baptized 


in Infancy, would be as great an Impropriety, as to ſuſ- 


pect the Salvation of any one of them would be uncha- 
ritable. In this Caſe, the vileſt Sinner is as fure of Hea- 
ven as the greateſt Saint, providing he has been baptized 
in Infancy. But if theſe Things are not ſo, then they 
either fall from Grace, and loſe the Benefit of their 
Baptiſm, or elſe our Compilers are miſtaken in their 
Eſtimate. of the Ordinance ;z conſequently, if the Senti- 
ments of our Pede-Baptiſt Brethren be as defective and 
inconſiſtent as we imagine; it muſt be friendly in us to 


* That theſe are the ſtanding Sentiments of both our Na- 
tional-Chyrches, may be ſeen by comparing what the Prieſt 
ſays after ſigning the Child with the Sign of the Croſs, and 
the Anſwer to the 2d Queſtion in the Catechiſm, with the 


_ 17th Article; as alſo by comparing the Anſwer to the 


Queſtion, \What is a Sacrament? in the larger Catechijm, 
with the 17th Chap. of the Conyſeſſon of Faith. — The ſame 


Doctrine may be obſerved in ſeveral other Places of both | 
Be, >; ook 2 


Compoſitions 
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THOUGHTS on 
revive the Controverſy, ſpeak plain, and attempt to rouſe 


them from their implicit Repoſe. 


Apain, in the ſecond Place, others may allow that we 
have an indiſputable Right to declare our Sentiments of 
the Subject, and yet think we are unhappy in the Choice 
of our Text, alledging,. & it has no relation to Water 
« Baptiſm, but purely reſpects the Baptiſm of the SPI- 
« RIT.” To which I reply, Such of the Pedo-Bap- 
tiſts as I have heard urge the Impropriety of applying 
this Text to Water Baptiſm, + confine it to the Operati- 
ons of Grace upon the Heart, and do not extend it to 
the extraordinary Gifts of the HOLY GHOST. But 
it is a Queſtion with me, whether ever the internal 
Work of the SPIRIT be called a Baptiſm ; yet ſhould 
St. Paul's Aſſertion, that by one Spirit are we all bapti- 
zed into one Body, be allowed for a plain Proof of that 


Notion, it will not even then be admitted, that the 


Phraſe in our Text has the leaſt Reference to that glo- 


rious Work; for the one Faith implies that gracious 


Change, and includes whatever belongs to that holy 
Principle, and is cautiouſly diſtinguiſhed by the Apoſtle 
from the one Baptiſm ; therefore the Text reſpects Wa- 
ter Baptiſm. And this Solemnity is ſtrictly and proper- 


| ly one; for it is only rightly adminiſtered in one Way, 


that is, in Water by Immerſion; to one Sort of Sub- 
Jes, Believers in CHRIST; in one Name, of FA. 
THER, SON, and SPIRIT; and ought only to be 
once performed, when rightly adminiſtered. | 


I ſhall now proceed to fulfil my Engagement made 
in this Place, at a former Baptiſm; namely, that if 


ever Providence brought me here on a like Occaſion, 


would take into Conſideration the following Particulars : 
| | | walk” 


1. To examine the principal Arguments alledged 
in Favour of Infant Baptiſm. #7 18 


II. Anſwer the moſt plauſible Objections againſt 


our Method. 
III. Vindicate the Mode of Immerſion. 


IV. Pro- 4 
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IV. Propoſe ſome of the Ends and Uſes of the Or- 
dinance. | | K 


V. Produce ſome Motives to engage to a Compli. b 


ance ſuch as are born from above. 


I am inclined to hope, that were all theſe Propoſitions. 
Judiciouſly handled in Correſpondence with the Scriptures, 
and clearly ſupported by convincing Argument, in a man- 


ner adapted to the meaneſt Capacity, it would then be 
apparent, to all unprejudiced Minds, that there is but 


One Baptiſm, and that the Method we practiſe bids fair- 
eſt for it. Let us then, 


I. Examine the principal Arguments alledged in Fa- 
vour of Infant Baptiſm. | | 


Under this Head I ſhall not rake up all the Arguments 


that have been deviſed for the Support of this Ceremony, 
nor pretend to obviate all the Methods that have been 
taken to keep this Gourd alive; but ſhall confine myſelf 


to a few of the moſt popular, the beſt grounded, and 


which had the greateſt Weight with me, when a Pede- 
Baptiſt. And if theſe will not ſtand the Teſt of the 
ſearching Word, but fall as Dagon before the Ark 


theſe will not endure the Fire of the flaming Teſtimony, 3, 4. 
but conſume like Wood, Hay, and Stubble ; it muſt then 1 Cor. iii. WA 
be allowed, that a Multitude of leſſer Aids will be'infuf- 12» 13 


ficient, and _ tend to deſtroy, what they are brought 
to maintain; 

Strength of Evidences that decide any Matter; I ſhall 

therefore, at this Time, chiefly attend to the Argument 


founded upon Circumciſion, and ſome others drawn from 


Scripture Conſequences, becauſe theſe have the greateſt 
Show of Reaſon, the beſt Appearance of Probability, and 


are moſt urged by the People of that Perſuaſion. And, | 


1. It is ſuppaſed, that © Baptiſm came in the Place, 
& and anſwers much the ſame Ends, under the Goſpel 
« Oeconomy, as Circumciſion did under the legal Diſ- 
« penſation; therefore, as Infants were Subjects of the 
e they ought not th be debarred the other,” 


* 


or it is not ſo much the Number, as the 
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- But it ſhould firſt be proved, not taken for granted, 
that Baptiſm came in the room and ſtead of Circumciſion, 
before the Concluſion can be admitted as juſt and per- 


tinent; and I am at a great Loſs, to know how a Proof 


of this will be come at, unleſs mere Conjecture be al- 


lowed to paſs for ſolid Argument; for there is not the 
leaſt Intimation of it in the Holy Scriptures, and little or 


no Agreement in the Deſign, Mode, or Subjects; con- 


fequently, the Succeſſion muſt be AY dark with that | 
of the Pope to Peter. | | 


-Hlaweves: ſhould it be inſiſted u 


of Probability; ; we muſt not be condemned as unreaſon- 
able, nor cenſured as too ſevere, ſhould we enforce a 


ſtrict and punctual Obſervance in every Punctilio, and 


in caſe of Failure in the moſt minute Matter, charge 
home the Neglect as looſe and partial Conduct in the 


moſt ſolemn Things. And if in this we only inſiſt upon 


what is juſt, and preſs what is plain, then the Father, 
Maſter, or Governor muſt be the Adminiſtrator of the 


_ xvii. Grdinance; for Abraham circumciſed his own Seed and 


Servants, and Jeſbua the Congregation of Iſrael.— The 


j oh. v. 2, Child muſt be baptized the eighth Day from the Birth— 
The Males only admitted When baptized, all the exter- 
nal Privileges of the Church granted And then the Infant 
laid under a Neceſſity to keep the whole Law. But ſhould 
theſe Things be judged to bear too hard upon their Non- 
conformity, and our preſſing them be looked upon too 


ſevere, it is at leaſt reaſonable for them to ſhew us what 
Article they are bound to obſerve, and what Part they 
are allowed to neglect, otherwiſe ms 2 muſt reſt, 
or they conform. 


The intire Silence of the 8 bout the Suc- 


_ cefſion of Baptiſm, in the room and ſtead of Circumci- 


ſion, leaves us quite uncertain about the Matter, befides 


other Circumſtances which appear to put it beyond Dif- | 
pute. For, it ſeems abſurd to ſuppoſe, that one figura- 
tive Ordinance ſhould come in the Place of another, 
when both are in full Force, and anſwer each their true 
and Proper Intent at the ſame Time; which was evi- 
; | dently . 


n tho? deſtitute of 
Proof, and roundly aſſerted, without a ſufficient Degree 
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gently the Caſe in the two Rites under Conſideration. 
And it is more unreaſonable ſtill, conſidering their mate- 
rial Difference in Mode, Subjects, and Deſign; for the 
Mode of the one was by the Inciſion of a Knife, and the 


Mode of the other by dipping in Water; the Subjects 


ol the one, the Male Children of Abraham, with all that 
were bought with his Money, or born in his Houſe; the 
Subjects of the other, the Children of JESUS, both 
Male and Female, bought with his Blood, and born from 
above: And the "Deſign of the one was to. perpetuate 


the Remembrance of that Covenant, which inſured the 


Poſſeſſion of the promiſed Land to the circumciſed Tribes 
till the MESSIAH came ; but the Deſign of the other, 
is openly to manifeſt our Attachment to JESUS, and 


publickly declare our Dependance on him. Beſides, the 


Authority of every Ordinance deperids wholly upon a po- 
ſitive Inſtitution, and not in the leaſt upon any 'Thing 


4 
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ſuppoſed to be ſimilar in another; therefore we are to 


keep'our Eye fixed upon the original Appointment and 


primitive Pattern, and by no Means to take our Mark 
from any ceremonial Obſervance. 'Theſe Conſiderations 
have inclined me to think, that Baptiſm did not come 


in the Place of Circumciſion ; however, as that Circum- 
ſtance is thought to admit of much Altercation, . ſhould 
it be given up (which I am by no means willing to do) 

as coat the Cauſe of Infant Baptiſm will gain no 
— by ſuch a Conceſſion; for as Circumciſion was 


limited, by particular Inſtructions from GOD, to the Gen. xvilz Þ 


natural - Males of Abraham „together with ſoch as he 
bought with his Money; ſo Baptiſm, by a divine Re- 


ſtriction, is only allowed to — ; in CHRIST; and Acts viit. 
this Matter is as clear from the New Teſtament, as the 37. 


other is from the Old; which J am prepared to prove at 
any Time. 


It is Ane on all Hands, that Clicumeifon was abo- 
liſhed at the Death of CHRIST ; and I think it cannot 
be denied, that the Reſpe& which that Covenant had to 


the natural Seed of Abrabam, and their temporal Fa- 
vours, vaniſhed with the Rite itſelf ; conſequently, what- 


ever Reference the Covenant of Circunitink „ or the 


Promiſe made to Abrabam therein, had to the ſpiritual 


rr 8 the en their Right to any Goſpel Ordi- 
| nance, 
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nance, is wholly aſſumed upon the footing of Faith in 
CHRIS T and Relation to him. For be is not @ Jew, 


which is one outwardly; neither is that Circumciſion, 
which is outward in the Fleſh: But be is a Jew, who is 
one inwardly ; and Circumciſion is that of the Heart, in 
the Spirit, and not in the Letter, whoſe Praiſe is not of 


Men, but of GOD. For they are not all Iſrael, which - 


are of Iſrael : neither becauſe they are the Seed of Abra- 


ham, are they all Children : but in Iſaac ſhall thy Seed be 


called. That is, they who are the Children of the Fleſb, 
theſe are not the Children of GOD: but the Children of 
the Promiſe are counted for the Seed. Know ye therefore, 
that they who are of Faith, the ſame are the Children of 
Abraham. And if ye be CHRIST's, then are ye Abra- 
ham's Seed, and Heirs according to the Promiſe. "Theſe 
Teſtimonies are evident Proofs, that no Regard is had 
to the natural Seed of Abraham, above the Children of 
the Gentzles, but that all are equally without a Right to 
Baptiſm, till called by Grace, and capable of walking in 
the Faith of their Father Abraham. Which is farther 
clear from the Denial of his natural Seed, at the firſt 


| Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, until Repentance and good 


Works made their Title viſible. - To conclude ; the 
Fews were called the Circumciſion, and ſuch only had 


a Right and Title to the Ordinance that diſtinguiſhed | 


them. Therefore, ſuppoſing Baptiſm came inſtead of 
Circumciſion, it can only extend to ſuch as are termed 


the Spiritual Circumciſion in the New Teſtament ; And 


theſe are thus characterized, We are the Circumciſion, 


who worſhip GOD in the Spirit, rejoice in CHRIST 


'FESUS, and have no Confidence in the Fleſh, Conſe- 


- quently, whoever are incapable of worſhipping GOD, 


rejoicing in CHRIST JESUS, and caſting off all Con- 


fidence from carnal Deſcent and Birth-privilege, belong 


| 
' 
; 
| 


not to the New Teſtament Circumciſion ; and whoever 
are deſtitute of that Relation, have no Claim to Baptiſm, 
which is ſuppoſed to come in the Place of Circumciſion ; 


therefore, as Infants are incapable of ſuch diſtinguiſhing, 
Experiences, they are very improper Subjects of Bap- 
tiſm. This Argument I am determined to abide by, ſo 


long as Baptiſm coming in the Place of Circumciſion 1s 


inſiſted upon; that as the natural Circumciſion only had 
a Right to the Ordinance of Circumciſion, ſo the ſpit: 
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BELIEVERS BAPTISM. 
tual Circumciſion only have a Title to the Baptiſm that 
ſucceeds it. | | 


2. A Plea for Infant Baptiſm is urged from the Com- 


miſſion, Go teach all Nations, baptizing them, &c. The 


Argument upon it is, That ſeeing the Term in the 
« Commiſſion is al! Nations, then Infants, being a Part 
cc of the Nations, muſt be equally included with the 


cc reſt; and are therefore to be looked upon as proper 


« SubjeQts of Baptim. | 
This Argument is ſo unfair and inconcluſive, that it 


is ſeldom inſiſted on, and frequently given up, by the 


moſt judicious Pedo-Baptiſts ; yet as ſome of the leſs 


knowing often harp upon it, I ſhall for that Reaſon con- 


ſider it a little. 


And to bring the Argument to a ſhort Iſſue; if eve- 
ry Individual in all Nations be intended, then has our 
LORD given a Commiſſion to baptize all idolatrous, 
prophane, wicked, and delirious Perſons ; for they are 
a Part of Nations as well as Infants : But if thoſe who 
ſtate the Argument, will not allow it to be in all Reſpects 
univerſal and unconfined, then their Reaſoning is of no 
avail, but attended with the greateſt Diſadvantages ; for 
either they ſuppoſe too much, or prove too little. Thus 
Men, by attempting to introduce and ſupport, what 
GOD has never enjoined, muſt either overſhoot their 
Cauſe, by advancing what they cannot admit themſelves z 


or elſe fall ſo far ſhort of their intended Mark, as to 


leave the Subje& without a Warrant from the Word of 
GOD. For if there be a Limitation preſcribed by the 
Commiſſion, then it is better to regulate our Sentiments 
by the clear Diſtinctions of JESUS,' than the uncertain 
Conjectures of Men. And indeed the Text is ſo explicit, 


Matt. =—7 73 
xxviii. 199 


that a Perſon -muſt be either prevented through Preju- 


dice, or extremely indolent in his Enquiries, if he do 
not diſcern' the Commiſſion for baptizing, to be of the 
ſame Extent with the Limit preſcribed by Teaching; 
conſequently, Perſons muſt be taught, before they are 
baptized : And whoever attempts to — a different Mea- 
ning upon the Paſſage, ſeems capable of treating the 


Word of GOD too much according to his own * | 


- 2 Ss 
= 
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ſuch an unreaſonable Taſk upon themſelves, as undertake 


to ſupport the Cauſe of Infant Baptiſm from this Text; 


for I have already aſſerted, and ami ſtill determined to 


abide by it, that the Commiſſion. is not only altogether 


filent tho Infants, but plainly and poſitively excludes 


all Perſons from the Ordinance of Baptiſm, : who are 


not made Diſciples by Teaching, and capable of obſer- 


ving all Things CHRIST hath commanded. So that 


inſtead of furniſhing an Argument in Favour of Infant 


Baptiſm, the whole Tenor of the Commtion _——_ 
that Sentiment, and en full on our Side. | 


3. Another Argument, for the 8 of Tofant 
Baptiſm, is grounded upon a Paſſage relative to little 


[are xix. Children being brought to CHRIST. Then zuere there 
13,14, 15. brought unto bim little Children, that be ſhould put bis 


Hands on them and pray ; and the Diſciples rebuked them. 
But JESUS ſaid, ſuffer little Children, and forbid them 
not to come unto me; for of. ſuch is the Kingdom of Hea+ 
den. And be laid his Hands. on them, - and 


| thence. From which it is inferred, -< that. as the Con- 


« duct of the Diſciples highly diſpleaſed CHRIS T, 
ec and was ſeverely reproved by him; the little Chil- 
4 dren ſuffered to dome, were taken up, and bleſſed by 

« JESUS, and a poſitive, Declaration, of © ſuch is the 


« Kingdom of Heaven, they muſt have a Right to _ 


“ tiſm, and on no Account ought to be. denied,” | 


But until it can be proved, that theſe Tafants were 
brought with a real Deſign to be, and in the Iſſue, were 


actually baptized by our LORD, this Paſſage will not 


furniſn out the leaſt Appearance of an Argument. This 
zs a Taſk no Man will readily undertake, and I am un- 
willing to impoſe it; only it is more unreaſonable to at- 


tempt, and equally impoſſible to form an Argument for 


Infant Baptiſm without it: And I am well — 
our Opponents are not ſuch Strangers to Scripture. and 
common Senſe, as to reſt the Weight of their Cauſe 


upon a bare Probability that CHRIST baptized theſe 
Infants. For it is natural to ſuppoſe, had that Practice 


deen cuſtomary, the Diſciples would not have forbid 
Now 1 than N W 
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- BELIEVERS BAPTISM: | 
thought of through the whole TranſaQtion. But I ra- 


ther take this to : the Drift of their Argument, That 28 


every one who are declared Subjects of the Kingdom of 


Heaven, muſt be proper Subjects of Baptiſm: For 


* -CHRIST has affirmed, that Infants belong to the one; 
- therefore hath allowed them a Right to the other. we! 


To this I reply : Whether by the Kingdom of Hea- 


ven, be intended the Goſpel Church-ſtate, ' or eternal 


Glory, or both, to me is not very apparent, nor indeed 
material; though I rather think the former. But what- 


ever we underſtand by the Phraſe in this Paſſage, it does 
t appear from any Thing here advanced, that JESUS. . 
concludes either Infants in general, or theſe i in particular, 


to be Subjects of that Kingdom; for it is not of ſuch 
conſidered merely as Infants,” but of ſuch in Temper 


and Diſpoſition, - that enter into, and conſtitute the 


Kingdom of Heaven, I rather, therefore, take the 5 


Intention of CHRIS T's Reſentment, and the Pur- 


port of our SAVIOUR's Reaſoning on this Occaſion, 
_ to be a Repetition of that deep Reproof with which he 


the Arrogance, and checked the Pride of his 


Diſciples at another Time. Beſides, if this Way of Matt. 


Reaſoning were admitted, as a Proof of. Infant Right to *Viii. 1, 4 
Baptiſm, their Title muſt be equally clear to the LORD's 3+ — 


Supper. And it is not a little ſurpriſing, that the ſame 
7 Pers who aſſert the Propriety of Infant Baptiſm, ſhould 
traduce Infant Communion as a grofs Abfurdity ; for who 
ever is a proper Subject of the one, Has an undoubted 
Right to the hog If they deny Infant Communion, 
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oh ſuch Subjects cannot examine themſelves, nor per- 1 Cor. xi. | 
form it in Remembrance of CHRIST, for a Reaſon equally 24—28. 


oo dem Baptiſm z becauſe theycannot repent and believe. A gs ii. 38. F 


and vill. 


4.-The Promiſe is to you and to your Children, is a 37. 


Scripture fi equently ir ſiſted upon as an undeniable Proof 


ol Infant Baptiſm. For as the Children of repenting, Ac ii 39. 5 


cc believing Parents, are affirmed to have an equal Right 
« to the Promiſe with themſelves; they have see 
* I an undoubted Title to Baptiſm, „ | 
- But before this Argument can be wack 

the TR” or turn the Scale in Fauour of. nfant - 
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| Baptiſm, it muſt firſt be proved, that the Word Chik | 
dren intends little Infants, and that the Promiſe mention- 


ed entitles them, as ſuch, to Baptiſm. I am indeed ap- 
prehenſive that ſuch a Taſk will be exceeding difficult, 


af not altogether impracticable; for it cannot be imagi- 


ned, when GOD ſays to Moſes, ſpeak unto the Children 
of Iſrael, Sc. that ever the Phraſe intended Infants, but 


wholly reſpeQs the Poſterity of Jacob, advanced to Years 


of Maturity; ſo that the Word may regard their Off- 
ſpring, when pricked to the Heart, in like manner with 


themſelves. And to maintain, that the Promiſe in this 


Place authoriſes the Baptiſm of Children, appears quite 


impoſſible; for the Promiſe is only an Encouragement to 
Repentance and Faith, but does not entitle to Baptiſm - 
without eiter. Let not our Pedo-Baptiſi Brethren ima- 


gine that T am unreaſonable, in inſiſting upon a Proof of 
theſe 'Things; for the Cauſe they plead requires it, and 
their Argument on this Text is a mere Quibble without 
it. This will be more evident, if it be farther! conſide- 
red, that the Perſons Peter is ſpeaking to are exhorted 
to repent ; and the Promiſe is limited to as many'as the 


LORD our 60D ſhall call; theſe only were baptized 


who received the Word gladly; and ſuch only were added 


ts the Church, as continued fledfaſt in the Apoſtles Doc- 


ks 


trine, in Fellowſhip, in breaking of Bread, and in Pray- 
ers; conſequently all Infants are excluded, and a noble 


Argument furniſhed for Believers Baptiſm. 
* Cor. vi. 4 Tis be the Apoſtle's Aſſertion, that the. un- 


believing Huſband is ſanctiſied by the Wife, and the 
unbelieving Wife is ſantlified by the Huſband; elſe 
were your Children unclean, but now are they holy, 
affords an Argument in Favour of Infant Baptiſm : « For 
cc ſeeing the Children of ſuch Parents, as were both, 
4 or one of them Chriſtian, are by the Apoſtle reputed 
4 holy; in Conſequence they muſt be proper Subjects 
& of holy Baptiſm.” “ 55 5 


But unleſs it can be made manifeſt that this Paſſage 


relates to Baptiſm, and that Faul had the Subjects of 


that Ordinance in his Eye, there will be no Weight in 
the Argument: For the proper Subjects of Baptiſm can- 
. - Dot be known, or diſtinguiſhed by any one Thing, ex- 
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cept what is relative to, or correſpondent with the Or- 
dinance itſelf; conſequently, it muſt be hard Work to 
ws upon the proper Subjects, from a Paſſage that has | 

t the moſt diſtant Reference to Baptiſm; which I, 
ok to be the Caſe in the Text before us; becauſe it is 


not Baptiſm the Apoſtle is treating of, but the Lawful- 


neſs of Believers and Unbelievers cohabiting together in 
the State of Wedlock, together with the relative and na- 


tural Character of their Children born in ſuch a Caſe. 
Therefore, as there is no Foundation for an Argument 


in this Text, all Reaſoning upon it muſt be weak and in- 


concluſive, and, in my Opinion, proves nothing ſo much 
as the Badneſs of the Cauſe it is brought to maintain ; 
for were it good, ſuch a weak Support would be quite 

rejected : Beſides, could this Argument be allowed to 

rove any Thing, it will amount to no more, than the 
Right of ſuch Infants as are deſcended of Parents who 
are both, or one at leaſt a Believer ; which cuts off the 
Title of all Children where both Parents are Unbelie- 


vers. But it is not a being born of Blood, or of the Will 1888 i. 13. 


of the Fleſh, or of the Will of Man, but of GOD, that 
4 — to Goſpel Ordinances. In Agreement with which 


St. Paul aſſerts, henceforth know we no Man after the 2 Cor. x. 


Fleſh. And whoever attempts to defend the Notion of 16, 


Childrens Relation to GOD; and Ri ght to his Ordi- 


nances, merely becauſe they are born of Chriftian Pa- 
rents, contradicts Fobn and oppoſes Paul. And farther, 
the Advocates for Infant Baptiſm muſt allow, that the 
Sanctification of the unbelieving Wife or Huſband is equal 
to the Holineſs of their Children; and why might not 


they, as well as their Seed, be baptized on ſuch a Pre- 
ſumption? After all, it is hard to ſay, whether the Ho- 
Uneſs of the Children be inferred from the Faith of the 


Chriſtian, or the SanQtification of the Unbeliever, conſe- 
quently can furniſh out no Argument for what is pretended. 


6. Infant Baptiſm i is ſuppoſed to be dignified” with the 
Sanction of undoubted Evidence, from the mention made 
of. the Baptiſm of whole Houſholds ; and an Argument 
upon it is formed in the following manner : « Azalmoſt 
F* every F wy hath Infants, it is exceeding probable 

ome in the ſeveral Houſholds referred to 


in the New Teſtament ; and if ſo, theny as Infants 
$> 82 . 
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ce are a Part of the 2 there would be no Propriety 
m 


4 in recording the Baptiſm of whole Houſholds, had In- 
C 


But as the whole Amount of this Reaſoning is no more 
than a bare Probability, it is ſtrange they ſhould reſt a 
folemn Cauſe on ſuch a broken Reed ; and more furpri- 
ſing, that mere Suppoſition ſhould ſtand for ſolid Proof. 
For this Argument has not the leaſt Weight, nor can it 
be eſteemed deciſive, unleſs the Certainty of Infants, in 
theſe Families, be firit diſcovered. But I chooſe to avoid 
leaving that Difficulty at their Door, as the ſame Im- 
poſſibility might be left upon me; namely, to prove 
- | wo were no Infants in theſe Houſholds. And indeed 
ſuch a needleſs Shift would be as unreaſonable in me, as 
it is unneceſſary for the Support of the Cauſe I plead : 
For allowing there were Infants in ſuch Families, it is 
nevertheleſs evident, that not. one Infant was baptized 
and if that can be made appear from the Hiſtory of theſe 
Houſholds, then hope my Aſſertion will not only be ad- 
mitted as certain and ſolid, but all Pretenſions to a Plea for 
Infant Baptiſm, from theſe Circumſtances, vaniſh into Air. 


And to begin with Lydia and her Family, it is ſaid, | 


Ads xvi. ſhe was baptized and e e What was the na- 


tural or relative State of her Family, is hard to ſay, yet 
am pretty poſitide, it was a ſpiritual Houſhold, united to 
CHRIST, and joined in Brotherhood; for we are in- 
formed, that Paul and Silas, going out of the Priſon, en- 
tered jnto the Houſe of Lydia, and when- they had ſeen 


'  #he Brethren, they comforted them and departed. By 


that Term, no Doubt is intended Brethren in CHRIST), 
and theſe are ſuch as know their Heavenly Father, unite 

together, and walk in Fellowſhip. But as Infants are 
never, as I remember, called Brethren in the New Te- 
ſtament, and the Things here mentioned lie far be- 
yond the Experience and Exerciſe of Infants; we may 
conclude, that no Infant was baptized at this Time b 

Faul and Silas. Beſides, as the Brethren, in the Houſe 
of Lydia, were comforted by the Apoſtles, and Infants 
are not in a Capacity of receiving Comfort that way, it 
follows, that they cannot be numbered among the Bre- 
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The Jaylor and his Family i is St of We. 
whom it is ſaid, be was baptized and all bis. The Hi- Acts nr 
of this famous Convert, with thoſe of his Houſe, 33. 

is ſo diſtin and minute, that to produce it as a Teſti- 

mony for Infant Baptiſm, argues the greateſt Inattention 

to the Paſſage, and is a moſt remarkable Proof of a bad 

Cauſe; for the Word of the LORD was ſpoken to bim, 

and to all that were in bis Houſe ; and be rejoiced, be- 

lieving in GOD with all bis Houſe: So that a Capacity 

for hearing and receiving the Goſpel, was equally ex- 
tenſive with, and really enjoyed by all baptized on this 

Occaſion ; and whenever we find a whole Family poſ- 

ſeſſed of ſuch Experiences as believing in GOD, and re- 

joicing in GOD, we will not ſcruple to baptize them all: 

and it is as poſſible to meet with ſuch Houſholds, as it 


is impoſſible to prove Infants the proper __— of Bap- 
tiſm from this Text. 


The Caſe of Sifu. is generally produced on this Octh- 
"og of whom it is ſaid, he belienes in GOD with all bis Acts xviii 
Houſe", but we have not the leaſt Account of his Baptiſm, or 8. 
Family's, unleſs included among the Corinthians, who bear- 
ing, believed, and were baptized. And as this is all that 
we require, antecedent to Baptiſm, and are confident 
Infants are incapable of ſuch Experience, we may con- 
clude with the greateſt Aſſurance, - that no Infant was 
baptized with this Corinthian Rules, - --- | 

The laſt Houſhold is that of a which Paul - 
ſays, he alſo baptized ; and becauſe there is no mention 1 Cor. . 

che Faith of his Houſhold, this Circumſtance is com- 16. 
monly inſiſted upon as an unanſwerable Argument for 

the Cauſe of Infant Baptiſm. But it ſhould be obſerved, 

there 1s no Notice taken of his own Faith, more than 
the Faith of his Family, in this Paſſage; yet elſewhere - 
we meet with an Account of the Faith of both. 7 be- 1 Cor. xvi. 
ſeech you Bretbren, (ye know the Houſe of Stephanus, that 1 5s 16. 
it is the firſt Fruits of Achaia, and that they have addic- 


ted themſelves to the Miniſtry of the Saints) that ye ſub- 9 


F 


mit your ſelves unto ſuch, and to every one that belpeth 
with us, and labouretb. Therefore, as Infants cannot - . 
My the Ervits of Goſpel Succeſs, -nor- 4 themſelves 
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fo the Miniftry of the Saints, we may ſafely and pe- 


remptorily conclude, there were no Infants baptized in 
the Houſhold of Stephanus. . 


Having now conſidered what I take to be the ſtrongeſt 
Arguments for the Cauſe of Infant Baptiſm, ſhall pro- 
ceed, | |; | | 3 


II. To anſwer the moſt plauſible Objections againſt 
our Practicſe. 1 


It is well known that the Generality of our Pedo- 
Baptiſt Brethren frequently grant, that the Scriptures 
are more copious and clear in the Point of Believers 
Baptiſm, than for the other Side of the Queſtion; which 
Conceſſion is ſo full againſt themſelves, and ſo much in 
our Favour, that we muſt look upon 1t as quite unac- 


- countable, and receive it as extremely unkind, ſhould 


they paint us in black Colours for eſpouſing that Tenet, 
or rigorouſly. withſtand our Sentiments : But fo it fre- 
quently happens, however unreaſonable and unfair. 


Tt is not worth while to take Notice of all the trifling 


Objections that have been deviſed, nor poſſible for me 
to enumerate all the baſe Slanders caſt on our peculiar 


Profeſſion ; ſhall therefore only conſider a few of the 
molt popular, which, if juſt and true, make us ſo vile 
and ſcandalous, that it will be eaſy to account for the un- 
common Freedom of our Adverfaries. 


The firſt Objection and Charge againſt our Principle, 
is © Cruelty and Barbarity to Infants; becauſe in deny- 
« ing their Right to Baptiſm, we deprive them of all the 
& rich Bleſſings and choice Privileges included in and con- 


ec nected with that Ordinance.” 


Indeed, if it can be proved, that Infant Baptiſm is ac- 
cording to the Will of GOD, and made appear that 
they reap any Benefit thereby, it will then be evident, 


we are not only incorrigibly ſtubborn, but equally cruel 


in denying their Title, and depriving them of the Ad- 
vantage; becauſe Numbers die in Infancy, and thoſe 


who do ſurvive, are a long Time before they obtain the 


Fayour, 
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F avour. As to the firſt, we are fo far from being ſa- 
tisfied, it is the Will of 8 that we think we can 
rove the contrary, and therefore are juſtified in o 5 
Ke it, And ane 14 the other, it ana firſt be * | 
1 theſe Bleſſings are, which accrue to Infants by - 
| Baptiſm, before we can be juſtly charged with Cruelty 
or Barbarity; - But, in my Opinion, it will be a trouble- 
ſome Affair, and next to impoſſible to ſettle this Point; 
for the Scriptures ſay nothing of the Matter, and the 
Pedo-Baptiſis ſtrangely diſagree about it : Some ſuggeſt, 
that Infants are regenerated in Baptiſm, and made Mem- 
bers of CHRIST by that Ceremony—Others deny that, 
but at the ſame time affirm, that Faith and all other 
Graces are ſtrengthened and increaſed. Sqme maintain, 
that the Infant engages to be wholly and only the LORD'S 
Others would have us believe that the Sureties engage 
for them. And as they are thus free to contradict one 
another, ſo ſome of them are unfortunately inconſiſtent - 
with themſelves; for at one Time, Baptiſm admits Infants 
into the viſible Church ; ; at another, they muſt be bap- 
tized, becauſe they are already in it : Therefore, until the 
Peds-Baptiſts are agreed among themſelves, -and conſiſtent 
with the Scriptures, about the Benefits ariſing to Children 
by Baptiſm, it will be moſt for their Honour to decline 
the Charge, and ſafeſt for us to deny, that Baptiſm can 
anſwer any good End, or be of the leaſt Advantage to 
Infants, It cannot be uſeful at the Time of Admini- 
ſtration, becauſe the Child is ignorant about the Nature 
and Deſign of the Ordinance ;. nor can it be profitable 
afterward, becauſe there is no abſolute Certainty whe- 
ther ever it was done; Therefore, as there is no ſuch 
Inſtitution as Infant Baptiſm revealed in the Scriptures, 
nor can it be of any Advantage to ſuch improper Sub- 
jects, this Objection cannot be ſuppoſed to 5 0 


2. We are ſaid to make Goſpel Privideans more 
ce ſtrait and narrow than they were under the Law; for 
& Infants were circumciſed under that Diſpenſation, and 
& why ſhould they be deprived of the Benefit of enn 
85 under the Goſpel Oeconomy?ꝰ 


| - Not to inſiſt upon the Uncertainty of Baptiſm s ſup» 
s the Place. of Cucumciſion, nor barely to T7 
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_ THOUGHTSm_ 
the Objection by a Goſpel Aſſertion, that Circamgifion 
was a Toke of Bondage, "which neither we nor our Fathers 

avere able to bear; we may more directly wipe off this 
Aſperſion, and unhinge the Force of the Slur. For fuch 
'a Method of Reaſoning cannot be levelled againſt us 
with the leaſt Degree of Juſtice, nor ,urged with the 
ſmalleſt Hopes of Succeſs, merely for denying Infant 
Right. to Baptiſm, unleſs it can be made appear, that 
in ſo doing we act contrary to the Will of GOD, re- 
 * _ , vealed in the Oracles of Truth; for we are not upon 
Prov. xxx. any Account to add to the Word of the LORD, nor 
6. eſteem that a Privilege, which cannot, in the Nature of 
Things, be of the leaſt Advantage. According to an 
abiding and infallible Commiſſion, - we are to go out into 
all the World, and preach the Goſpel to every Creature — 
that he who believeth may be baptized—and then admitted 
to all the Inſtructions of the Church, and allowed the 
free and full Enjoyment of all New 'Teſtament Appoirt- 
ments. And this is the very utmoſt Extent of inſtituted, 
or external Privilege that GOD hath vouchfafed to en- 
join, or we bound to obſerve. Therefore, in no Senſe 
do we leſſen or contract the Goſpel Liberty, only make 
2 Conſcience of keeping this Ordinance, conſiſtent with 
the divine Appointment, and correſpondent with primi- 


23. It is urged, © that as unbaptized Infants are look- 

& ed upon to be in no better State than the Offspring of 

Fes or Heathens, Children's deſcending from Chri- 
& ſtian Parents can be no Advantage to them.“ 


It is true, that ſome conſider all Children upon a le- 
vel; and I am one that makes no Difference among the 
Children of Jews or Heathens, nominal or real Chriſti- 

ant; but conſider all under Sin, and equally without 
Right to Baptiſm. The Benefit of having Chriſtian Pa- 
rents, does not conſiſt in adminiſtring to Children, while 
Infants, what can be of no Advantage to Soul or Body; 
but in having the Opportunity of a pious Example, and 
ſalutary Education, as ſoon as they can copy the one, 
and receive the other. By Nature, the Seed of Saints 
is never ſanctified, nor the Children of godly Men chan- 
ge, without the SPIRIT of GOD; it is Grace 3 
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BELIEVERS BAPTISM. 62 
. | takes the Difference, not any Thing in, or done by & 
5 Parent. Beſides, as the greateſt Saint cannot be indul- 
h ged by GOD, nor the choiceſt Favourite granted a Diſ- 
* penſation from Heaven, to practiſe what is not enjoined, 
or neglect what the LORD hath commanded; con- 
. ſequently, there can be no Plea for Infant Baptiſm with- 
t out a poſitive Inſtitution, nor Pretence againſt our Prac- 
tice, while the Scriptures are full on our' Side. 
4. Another ObjeQtion that runs among the Vulgar and 
"4 Inconſiderate, is, that the People of our Profeſſion 
have frequently been heretical in their Sentiments, diſ- 
4 ſolute in their Lives, and extravagant in their Beha- 
4 viour; on which Account we are never to be encou- 
“ raged, but our Opinion ſhould be rejected with Abhor- 
rence, and treated with Contempt.“ ae 48 


But ſhould this ſtale Objection be allowed to take | 
Place, and ſuch an unfair Maxim univerſally propaga-' 9 
ted, then the pureſt Profeſſion will not eſcape our Diſ- - 
like, nor the ſtricteſt Denomination be free from Cenk | 
ſure; yet it is often preſſed upon the Baptiſis with fuch | 
1 
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a Degree of Aſſurance, .and eſteemed an Objection of 
ſuch remarkable Weight, as if the mad Men of Munſter 
had left ſuch an Odium upon their Community as could 
never be wiped off, and gathered ſuch a Cloud about 
their Cauſe as would never permit it to ſhine. - We ſhall 
freely grant, for Argument's ſake, that theſe German 
Baptiſts, with many others, were uncommonly wild in 
their Opinions, and exceeding frantic in their Behaviour; 
but what then? Am I to act ſuch a filly Part as to re- 
ject Infant Baptiſm, merely becauſe all the Papiſis ares 
Pedo-Baptiſts? Or ſhall I be fo exceeding unreaſonable VB 
in my Oppoſition to that Notion, as to accumulate the 
Ignorance and Idolatry of Popiſh Worſhip, the unchri- 
ſtian Cruelty of an intolerable Inquiſition, and the mon- 
ſtrous Maſlacres and barbarous Bloodſhed of that Peo- 
ple, as ſo many unanſwerable Objections againſt the Bap- 
tiſm of Children, purely becauſe they practiſe that Ce- 
remony? This uct might well be enrolled with 
Munfler Revels, and regiſtered among the Reverie; of 
Fifth-Monarchy-Men. - However, as it is not my Deſign 4 
1 ZE mils 
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miſs: the Objection as cruel, and unjuſt; and have only 
to add, that unleſs Believers Baptiſm can be proved con- 
trary to CHRIS T's Appointment, and the Apoſtolic 


Practice, we will remain unmoved, and our Cauſe un- 


hurt amidſt the moſt deſigning Objections, and artful 
Pretences: Which leads me, Ry | | 


III. To vindicate the Mode of Immerſion. 1 
This Part of the Controverſy appears ſo plain and in- 


conteſtable, from the Writings of the New Teſtament; 
that it is no leſs than amazing, any Lover of that Rule 


ſhould ſo far miſs the Mark, as to ſubſtitute Sprinkling 


in it's room. Nor is it leſs ſurpriſing that Multitudes, 


Kin. xx. 


| 31. | 


who allow Dipping to be the moſt primitive, ſcriptural, 


and ſignificant Method, ſhould act fo contrary to divine 


Authority, and their own Convictions, as to admit a Prac- 
tice ſo oppoſite; for, in my Judgment, the Change is as 


ſtrange and unreaſonable, as if the Fews had introduced 


the paring of Nails inſtead of Circumciſion. But leſt it 
ſhould be ſaid, let not bim that girdeth on bis Harneſs 
boaſt himſelf as he that putteth it off, I ſhall proceed to 
the Proof of this Point in the following Manner. . 


42. Dipping appears to. be the true Mode, from the 
proper Import of the Word; for I believe it is allowed 


on all Hands, that Dipping is the moſt natural and pri- 


mary Signification of the Word Baptiſm ; then it will 
certainly follow, that we are on the ſafeſt Side of the 
Queſtion: And I am apt to think, that in a ſtrict and pro- 
per Senſe, each Word has but one Meaning or Signification, ; 


and that every Application of it to another Purpoſe is me- 


taphorical, not merely arbitrary, and always retains the 


Force of it's plaineſt and moſt obvious Senſe. Yet ſhould 


this be diſputed, in a few equivocal Words, ſhall how- 


ever venture to affirm, that the Greek Word for bapti- 


Zing, in our LORD'”s Commiſſion, is never in all the 
New Teſtament uſed to ſignify Sprinkling ; nor is the 


original Word for Sprinkling ever uſed to expreſs Bap- 


tizing. Therefore, as the Word RANTIZz o is always 
tranſlated to ſprinkle, we have equal Authority to tran- 
ſlate the Word BayT1zo, io dip; for Baptizing is not 
the true rendering of the one, more than Rantizing, 

[A a> oh would 
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would be of the other, che Greek Word being only em 


the proper Way of expreſling it is Infant Sprinkling, or | 
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den ; whilſt to dip and ſprintle are the literal Tran- 
ations of both. Conſequently, when J ſay, Infant Bap. 
tiſm, it is merely out of Complaiſance to Cuſtom ; for 


Infant Rantiſm. 


2. From the baptizing Places mentioned in Scripture, 
it appears, that Immerſion is the only proper Mode. 
2 Baptiſtery were the Rivers of Jordan and Enon, Mar. i. 9. 

uſe there was much Water there; and when Philip John iii. 

baptized the Eunuch, it was in a certain Water. This 3. 
triple Teſtimony ſeems quite ſufficient; a three-fold 7 vg 
Cord not eaſily broken. Vet I am ſurprized to find that 3** | 
ſome have been ſo weak as to urge againſt. the Bapti/ts- 
Practice of Dipping, © Such prodigious Numbers could 
« hardly be baptized by immerging their whole Bodies 
& under Water.” But it ſhould be conſidered, that all 

| FEAT er Perſons 


* This extraordinary Surmiſe may be met with in Mr. 
WesLzv's Notes on Matt. iii. 6. with an Addition as 2 
as trifling: © It ſeems, therefore, that they ſtood in Ranks | 
on the Edge of the River, and that John paſling along * 8 
before them, caſt Water on their Heads or Faces, by which  - -: | 
«© Means he might baptize many Thouſands in a Day? 

This Method of Baptizing, beſides the antick, aukward 
Manner of it, is attended with many Inconveniencies ; for 
as Fobn could certainly be much more expeditious in Bapti- 
zing, than the People could be in Confeſſing, the Objection 
of Conſequence, muſt be much ſtronger againſt Confeſſion 
of Sin, than Baptiſm by Immerſion, Nor does it appear 
that John baptized many Thouſands at any one Time, du; 
ring the whole Courſe of his Miniſtry. To ſuppoſe that he 


| baptized many Thouſands in one Day, unleſs it can be pro- 


ved, that they properly and regularly confeſſed their Sins 
before, is a diſhonourable Reflection upon the Baptiſt; for 
then there muſt have been as little Solemnity in their Con- 
feſſions, as in this fantaſtical Manner of baptizing. Beſides, 
had John practiſed this Method, thoſe who never made any 
Confeſſion at all, or were peremptorily forbid by him, might 
crowd among the Ranks, and receive the Ceremony without. 
his Knowledge. But, after all, ſhould our Author inflexibly 
adhere to this wild Sentiment, we muſt remain in Suſpence 
about his real Meaning ; when in another Place he allows, 
. | : H 2 | | „% That 


| 


* 
* 
6 
*. A 
2 


* 
: 2 85 
* 


THOUGHTS on 
Perſons baptized by Jobn confeſſed their Sins; and I am 
pretty poſitive, that I could baptize a great many in the 


time that one could make any tolerable Confeſſion of Sin; 


16. and 


rs the Objection is merely fanciful, far from ſo- 
3. The Mode of Immerſion is more viſible Rill, from 
particular Actions before and after the Adminiſtration: of 


| Matt. iii. Baptiſm. V ben FESUS bad been baptized in Jordan, be 


went ſiraightway up out of the Water, The Action of 


Mar. i. 10. coming up out of the Water, ſtrongly implies he was in 


* 
A. 


AQ viii. 
38, 39- 


it; and it is really amazing, that Men ſhould ſo far tri- 
fle, as to ſuggeſt, the Phraſe baptized in. Jordan, implies 
no more than ſprinkling a little Water on the Head or 
Face. For ſuch an officious Critiſciſm, in Oppoſition to 
the genuine Meaning of the Word, Baptize, is not only 


a groſs Aﬀront to common Senſe, but at the fame time 


a moſt dreadful Reproach upon the HOLY GHOST, 
for expreſſing the Act of Sprinkling in ſuch a dark and 


doubtful Way, as if he intended to impoſe upon Man- | 


The Hiſtory of the E thiepion Eunuch, and his Bap- 


tiſm by Philip, is famous for our Purpoſe ; for they went 
down both into the Water, both Philip and the Eunuch ; 


Philip, that the Eunuch ſaw him no more. It is exceed- 
ing remarkable, how minute and explicit the HOLY 


GHOST is in recording the Actions of going down into, 
and coming up out of the Water, placing the Act of 
Baptizing between their going down and coming up, and 


_ regiſtering 


and he baptized bim. And when they were come up out 
of the Water, the SPIRIT of the LORD caught away 


} 


That the antient Manner of baptizing was by Immerſion,” | 


See his Note on Rom. vi. 4. Upon the Whole, it ſeems, - 


therefore,“ he has left the Subject more dark and per- 
plexed than he found it; and his Objection is evidently a 
mere Quibble, for want of a better Argument. Therefore, 
in my Opinion, it would have been more to his Honour, 


and done leſs Hurt to his Cauſe, had he rather been ſilent 


about it, than attempted to ſupport it with ſuch a-ridiculous 
Conjecture, which can never be either a ſolid Foundation for 
Faith, or a ſufficient Authority for PraQtice.. 


F a8 


leave not the moſt diſtant Apology for Sprinkling, * 
; 1 4 The 
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regiſtering the Names of both the Perſons, in order to 
ward off every Attempt againſt the Mode of Dipping, and 
* 5 any 


MM 


* This Account of Baptiſm is ſo plain, and the Mode of 


Dipping fo undeniable, that I was not a little ſurprized to 
ſee it ſo ſtrangely perverted by the cloudy Paraphraſe of a 


late Commentator : His Words are, They both went down 
Tout of the Chariot. It does not follow that he was bap- 


% tized by Immerſion. The Text neither affirms nor inti- 
mates any thing concerning it.“ See Mr. WEsLEY's Notes 
#n the Place. ; | : | 

This Author in his Preface declares, he has not d:fenedly 
miſrepreſented any Paſſage. I ſhall not be ſo poſitive as him- 


ſelf,” but greatly ſuſpect he had not a good Deſign in treating 
the ſacred Text in this Manner: For he could not be fo ela- 


ted with his own Abilities, or unacquainted with the com- 


mon Capacities of Mankind, as to fancy he made an extraor- 
dinary Diſcovery, or perſuade himſelf he informed the World, 
by opening the latent Myſtery of Philip and the Eunuch's 

Removal out of the Chariot, in order to their going down 
into the Water for the Performance of Baptiſm. Nor can 
he be ſuch a Stranger to the Rules of Speech, and the natu- 


ral Meaning of Words. as to be quietly ſatisfied in his own 
Conſcience, that the Phraſe of going down” into the Water, im- 


Plies no more than barely going out of the Chariot. I am not. 


altogether ſuch a Stranger to his Ingenuity and Learning, as 
to admit either the Caſe ; but rather imagine he wrote with- 


out due Precaution, or has an artful Reſerve at the Bottom. 


As this Author is therefore famous for Serious Thoughts 
Calm Conſiderations .—.-Earneſt Appeals — and Humble Ad- 
dreſſes— perhaps when I have humbly addreſſed his Judg- 
ment, and earneſtly appealed to his Conſcience, and he ſeri- 
ouſly thought, and calmly conſidered, will find it difficult 


to ſlip away with Honour, or maintain his Ground with 


Succeſs. 


And 1. admitting this ſhort Note fully to expreſs his Mea- 


ning, then, in Conjunction with the Text, it will run thus 


Aug both went down, out of the Chariot, into the Water. 


Is not this, at leaſt, a ſtrong Intimation, that the Eunuch 


was baptized by Immerſion? 2. If Baptiſm by Immerſion 
be neither affirmed nor intimated in this Paſſage, it is neither 
affirmed. nor intimated in all the Bible; how then does our 


Author know. that the © antient Cuſtom was Immerhon ?” 
See his Nate an Rom. vi. 4. 3. Is it not entirely unjuſt and 
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4. The grand Events repreſented by, and held forth 
in Baptiſm, will admit of no other Mode but Dipping. 
The Flood of our SAVIOUR's Sufferings, and the 
Matt. xx. Ocean of our REDEEMER's Agonies, are not only 
22, 23. compared to a Baptiſm, but. ſymbolically repreſent 
"EP in that Ordinance; for it is eaſy to obſerve, whether 
3. Dipping or Sprinkling better expreſſes, and more fully 
Luke xii. figures forth the overwhelming Sorrows of the SON of 
50. GOD. When he was in the Wine-preſs of his FA- 
3 THER's Wrath, his Language was as ſignificant, as 
IPfal Ixix. moving—T be Waters are come in unto my Soul : I fink in 
1,2. deep Mire, where there is no flanding: I am come into 
| deep Waters, where the Floods overflow me. This was 
: not to be ſprinkled with, but emerged in the Depth of 
| Sufferings. And ſhall we either oppoſe or be aſhamed 
of what is moſt emblematical of ſuch ſubſtantial Truths? 
Befides, Baptiſm is alſo a lively Figure of the Burial and 
om. vi, Reſurrection of JESUS, together with our Implantation 
5:6. and into his Death, and Reſurrection to Newnels of Life; 
ol. ii. 1a. but when Sprinkling is the Mode, there is not the leaſt 
Reference to a Burial, nor the fainteſt Figure of a Re- 
ſurreCtion. * 0 42 00 Un 3 


unfair to ſtop ſhort in the midſt of a Sentence, and put a 

Gloſs upon it, when the Meaning cannot be expreſſed by 

a Part, nor the Deſign underſtood without the Whole? 4. 
Can this Writer in | 


£ 


rove the analogical Antitheſis in the 
Text, between going down, and coming up? And if not, the 
Meaning muſt either be, down into the Water, and up out 
of the Water; or elſe, down out of the Chariot, and up 
Into the Chariot. To grant the firſt, overturns our Author's 
Scheme to plead for the other, would be a daring At- 
tempt. | D | 


l Thave lately met with an Argument againſt Baptiſm by 
Immerſion, as weak ee in itſelf, as to me it 
was new and uncommon. Water Baptiſm cannot be by.” 
«© Immerſion, to figure out the Death, Burial, and Reſur- 

“ rection of CHRIST, becauſe the Subſtance is come; 
« TESUS'onr LORD is riſen. Now, to repeat the Sign, 
« after the Subſtance. is come, is a practical Denial of 
« CHRIST being riſen; but this they do who baptize by 
1% Immerſion, to figure out the Reſurrection 3 therefore, do 
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If thefe Things do not, in the moſt abſolute and un- 
deniable Manner determine the Mode of Baptiſm, yet I 

am poſitive they are more in our Favour, than any Cir- 
cumſtance that can be produced on the other Side of the. 
Queſtion, and for that Reaſon am reſolved to abide by 


It is objedted, indeed, „that Dipping is very inde- 
« cent, and extremely dangerous in moſt Caſes and Coun- 
tries; and therefore, as all Things muſt be done de- 


« cently, and in Order, and 60 D loves Mercy, rather ; 

&« than Sacrifice, we ought to practiſe Sprinkling, which 

4 is moſt ſafe and becoming“ n 
' 8 ; 1 4 | | But 


“practically deny CHRIST to be riſen.” Baptift againſt 
the Baptiſt, p. 22. | | $141 
I am at a Loſs to deviſe, what Succeſs the Author propo- 
ſed to himſelf by this way of Reaſoning, unleſs he thought 
every fanciful Flight, which ſtruck his own Imagination, 
would paſs for an Argument in the World; for if Mr. EL. 
TRINGHAM do not already know, he may eaſily be inform- 
ed, that the Baptiſ do not practiſe the Mode of Immerſion, 


to figure out the Sufferings, ' Burial, and Reſurrection of I E- 
SUS, as Things to come; but to bring to Remembrance 


Facts that are paſt : Nor is there any Impropriety in this,” as 
he ſuggeſts, nor will it amount to a practical Denial of 
CHRIS T's Reſurrection, as he concludes. For who, that 
is ſuch an Oedipus as Mr. E.TRINGHAM at forming a Syllo- 
giſm, and unravelling Riddles, would be ſo weak as to in- 
ter, that the continued Repetition of Circumciſion, after the 
ews were in real Poſſeſſion of Canaan, was a practical De- 
nial of GOD's Covenant to give them that Land? Or affirm, 
that the repeated Celebration of the Loxp's SurrERA is a 
praQtical Denial of the Death of JESUS, becauſe in it they 


ſhew the LORD's Death till he cone? The Ordinance of Cor. Xi. 
CHRIS T's Body and Blood does not reſpect his ſecond 26. 


Coming,“ as our Objector aſſerts, but the Death of our 
REDEEMER until that Period. Therefore, if the Lozvy's 
Surren figure out the Death of CHRIST, without being a 
E Denial of it, why may not Baptiſm refer both to 
his Death and Reſurrection, without our being charged withy 


a practical Denial of either ? | 1214 med 
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8 


— 


's * — 
/ , 7 


VS z " * | * 
- . . * ven _- * 7 * - 
by * . ; : . 2 f . * r 
4 y © . x 4 on bh, % 
. $ b T 4 
: 4 4 


But this rather appears to be a Charge upon the Wiſ- 
dom of GOD, than an Objection againſt our Practice; 

for if the Appointment be Dipping, and we only keep 
claoſe to the firſt Inſtitution,” obſerving all poſſible Cau- 
tion and Decency, then the Blame of every Inconveni- 
ence muſt reſt at his Door; but if Dipping be not the 
true Mode, then the chief Danger is in acting contrary to 
the Counſel of GOD. I am inclined to think, there was a 
great deal more Indecency and Danger attended the Cere- 
mony of Circumciſion than Baptiſm by Immerſion; and 
the Wife of Moſes ſeemed to be of the ſame Opinion, when 
Exod. iv. ſhe cried out, Surely a Bloody Huſband art thou to me, 
25, 26. becauſe of the Circumciſion ! But far be it from me to 
; ure the Ways of GOD, by my carnal Reaſon ; or 
attempt to rectify the Wiſdom of Heaven, by my fooliſh 
Svggeſtions. However, I am quite ſatisfied that Immer- 

fion is the only proper Mode; and as really perſuaded, 
that it may be performed with the greateſt Decency, 
and ſubmitted to with the utmoſt Safety: We may 
firily obſerve the one, and GOD will ſurely take Care 

of the other. 9 5 | 


IV. We 22 to conſider ſome of the Ends and 
- Uſes of the Ordinance. 5 ; 


Every wiſe and neceſſary Appointment, is calculated 

with a View to ſome noble Deſign, and intended to an- 

3 - fwer ſome valuable. Purpoſe. The Inſtitution of Ba 
*  _ tiſm- was undoubtedly for the Glory of GOD, and the 
Pp Benefit of the Church; but it cannot be performed fo 
much to the Honour of the one, or practiſed to the Ad- 

vantage of the other, unleſs the Perſon concerned in the 
Adminiſtration, and the Subjects ſubmitting to the Or- 

dinance, be acquainted with the Way and Manner this 

à to be effected. FN N 


 —_ I am of Opinion, that ſome have affixed Ends and 
Dees to Baptiſm, that haye no Relation to it, and were 
19 never deſigned by our LORD; and as really perſuaded, 

that others have incautiouſly negledted this important 
Part of the Subject, in their Diſcourſes upon, and De- 


bates about the Ordinance; for could this Point once be 
| ſettled, 
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ſettled, we would have a Key to open the Controverſy, 
and obtain Light into the Argument. But the Queſtion 
is, Whether I can adjuſt this Aﬀair in Agreement with 
the Scriptures, and to the Satisfaction of Enquirers ? 
That I have Capacity to open it effectually, ſhall not be 
aſſerted ; nor that others are without Prejudice to receive 


6y 


it cordially, taken for granted ; yet believe the Word of 


GOD. 1s not ſo ſilent, nor the Nature of the Thing fo 


ambiguous, as that it cannot be done. This is not ad- 


vanced, ſo much with a View to make any fall in with 
my Dictates, as with a Deſign to engage the Attention of 
all to a ſerious Scripture Enquiry. f 


| And 1. In Baptiſm, the Subjects perſonally declare, 


their Attachment to JESUS ; publickly profeſs Obedi- 


ence to his Authority; manifeſt their Dependence on the 


Power and Fulneſs, and practically preach the Will of 


their LORD. 


And all this is no more than what is plainly expreſſed 
in the New Teſtament, and inſeparably connected with 
the Nature of the Ordinance. The Method therefore 
which Paul took to regulate the Corinthian Converts, 
which aroſe from, and were fomented by a pertinacious 
Attachment to ſome peculiar Favourites, and an unrea- 
ſonable Diſlike to others, was by preſſing his Reproof, 
and enforcing his Appeal-with the following Inquiries— 


. 


1s CHRIST divided? Was Paul crucified for you ? Or 1 


Fs 
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Cor. i. 


were ye baptized inthe Name of Paul? The laſt of which 13+ - 


evidently implies, that had. they been baptized in the 
Name of Paul, they would have had a rational Pretence 


for adhering to him; therefore, whenever Perſons are 
baptized in the Name of CHRIST, there is not only 


in their Deſign a declared, but in Paul's Eſteem an al- 


lowed Allegiance to JESUS. And whoever chearfully 
ſubmits to the Laws, Manners or Cuſtoms of any Prince 


or State, approves of the legiſlative Authority, and com- 


plies with the Power of the Prince; in like Manner, the 
roper Authority, of our SAVIOUR is allowed of, and 
is peremptory Command complied with, in the Bap- 
tiſmal Obedience of. a Believer. For, as our glorious 


REDEEMER is inveſted with 2 Power in N — 
in Earth, he ſways the Scepter o a le Autho- 
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rity, and commands with abſolute Power. In Conſe- 


quence, as his grand Commiſſion is to' teach and baptize 
all Nations; fo the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm by the 
Teacher, and Submiſſion to it by the Taught, is not 
only a manifeſt” Allowance of CHRIS T's legal Authori- 

, but an avowed Declaration of a ſtrong Attachment 


to the royal Inſtitutor. Beſides, whoever obſerves the 


Injunctions of his Prince, and puts himſelf under the 
Protection of his Governor, with a comfortable Confi- 
dence in his Fidelity, excellently expreſſes the firm Truſt 
and full Dependence he has in the Power, Promiſe, and 


Liberality of his Sovereign: And as JESUS has enga- 


ged his Preſence to the End of the World, (not barely 
in the Time of adminiſtring Baptiſm, but through the 
whole Obſervance of whatever he has commanded) f6 
thoſe Perſons who, from a feeling Senſe of his Love, ang 
a peculiar Delight in his Preſence, ſubmit to Baptiſm, as 
a Token of their .Veneration and Reſpect for all other 
Appointments; declare their Confidence in CHRIST, 
as in one faithful, able, and willing'to make good eve 


Purpoſe, and fulfil every Promiſe. And beſides, as 


| CH RIS T did not only enjoin Baptiſm to be obſerved by 


others, but alſo practiſed it himſelf ; fo a Believer, oY 
copying the Example of his SAVIOUR, ſhews to 
around him, that he is not aſhamed to follow his 


. 1. 3 LORD, nor backward to work the Will of him wha bath 


called bim to Glory ard Virtue, 


In ſhort, the Obſervance of Baptiſm, is an open . 


| claration of a fixed Faith in CHRIST JESUS, and an 


, 
\ 


27. 
John xv. 
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entire Devotion of the Subject to the Service of the 


- TRIUNE GOD. In this Hlean Ordinance, we aſſert 


CHRIST to be our Prophet, that hath taught us the 
Things concerning the Kingdom of GOD Our Prieſt, 
who hath made an Atonement for us—And our King, 
ho is to rule, govern, and defend us; otherwiſe our 
Submiſſion is only a blind Obedience; for the FATHER 
and his Ways are only known.. to fuch as have a Reve- 
lation of both from the SON.——If JESUS is not our 


Prieſt, our Performance would neither be a reaſonable 
Service, nor the offering up of a ſpiritual Sacrifice, ac- 
ceptable to GOD by CHRIST JESUS; for he is the 


Altar that langgyies th the Gift—And if he i is not our King, 
why 


the Latte This being a in ; <2 we view 


— 
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why are we ſubje& to his Laws? In this holy. Inſtitu- 


tion, we profeſs to claim GOD for our Father, Huſband, 


and Friend, Our Father—who hath' made ample Pro- 


viſion, and now prepared us for, and granted free Ad- 


mittance to the Childrens Bread, Our Huſband—in 

whom we poſleſs all Things, and are now brought home 
to enter upon the Enjoyment. Our Friend - with whom 
we take ſweet Counſel, and in Fellowſhip with whom 
we have great Delight. In Baptiſm we declare, that we 


are waſhed with the Waſhing of Regeneration, and en- 
9805 my the Renewing of the HOLY GHOST ; for 
be clean, who come into the Sanctuary of 

OD; and alive, before they can walk in his Com- 
— blameleſs. Moreover, in this Ordinance we 


profeſs to believe with all our Hearts, that the LORD 
is our Portion, his People our People, and his Ways our 


Ways; therefore, with all our Souls, we devote ourſelves 
wholly to GOD, for this weighty Reaſon—we are not our 
own, but bought with a Price; alſo with a firm Reſolution 


to obſerve whatſoever he hath commanded ; and with 


this important Prayer—that he would enable us to ſpend 
the Reſidue of our Days to his Honour and Glory. 


2. . End and Uſe of the Fo ac is, that 


the Subjects humbly wait by Faith, for more of the ſweet 
Enjoyment ef theſe rich Bleſſings, which are held forth 


to them in Baptiſm, as in a lively Fi \gure, or bright Pers 
es Glaſs. - 


For if our Minds be exerciſed, and Faich 4 


during the Adminiſtration of this ſignificant Solemnity, 
wie cannot but be impreſſed with the Remembrance of 


the bitter Baptiſm of our SAVIOUR's ſalutary Suffer- 


ings, when he was immerged in Sin, overwhelmed in 
Wrath, and plunged in eh Depth of Agonies for us. 
Thus while we are indulged with Soul-reviving Views of 


our. FATHER's Love, and Heart-affeCting Proſpects of 
our SAVIOUR's Sufferings, we cannot but long and 


deeper into the Love-of JESUS, and behold his Beauty 


”- 
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Pray for the HOLY GHOST to lead us into green Pa- pſal. xxiif, 
ures, and beſide the ſtill Waters; fo that we may drink 2. 


 tbrough the Windows, while he ſhews his Glory through Song F 2 
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Rev. xxii. 
x 4. 


Deut. 


xxxili. 27. 


votedne!s to the great THREE-ONE 
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the Death of our Surety making Atonement for our 
Sins—his Grave, in which all our Guilt is buried—and 
his Reſurrection, whereby we enjoy Juſtification of Life. 
In this figurative Fountain, we behold the Streams of 
Grace, proceeding out of the Throne of GOD and the 
LAMB, and flowing into our Souls, in Virtue of the 


Death, Burial, and Reſurrection of JESUS; and are led 


by Faith to ſee a Death to Sin in our intellectual Pow- 
ers; the Old Man buried, and the New Man in CHRIST 
riſing to Holineſs of Life We have a Proſpe& of the 
Baptiſm of Sufferings, to which we are called as Pil- 
grims of JESUS: Nor does this grieve or diſturb our 
Ppirits, while we behold the eternal GOD our Refuge, 
and his everlaſting Arms our Support. If we have not 
yet received, we are encouraged to wait for that ſealing 
\ hwy of the HOLY GHOST, which every Saint 
is to look for, and expect after believing The entire 
bathing of our Bodies in Water, repreſents the bathing of 


our Souls in the Blood of the LAMB—In going down 


into the Water, we have a lively Senſe of our Implan- 
tation into CHRIST, and of ſinking deeper into the 


Love of GOD, which flows from the Fulneſs of the 


FATHER, SON, and HOLY GHOST—In paſſing 
ous the Element, we have a ſweet Symbol of our 
Tranſlation out of the Kingdom of Darkneſs, into the 
Kingdom of GOD's dear SON—In'coming up out of the 


Water, we have the joyful Proſpect of a complete De- 


liverance from all Sin and Sorrow; together with a tri- 
umphant Reſurrection from the Grave of Corruption, 
and an abundant Entrance into the Kingdom of Bliſs 
and Glory. Finally, whatever is neceſſary to qualify a 
Sinner for Communion with GOD in his Houſe below, 
is repreſented in Baptiſm; as whatever is neceſſary to 
qualify a Saint for Communion with GOD in his Houſe 
above, is repreſented in the Lorp's SUPER. They 


are outward and viſible Signs of the true and real Sub- 


ſtance, and cannot poſſibly be of the leaſt Advantage to 
any Soul, further than Faith is concerned, and the Un- 
derſtanding employed to behold the Glory ſignified. Thus 
while we rejoice in the Bleſſing, and feed thereon our- 
ſelves, we profeſs to others our Confidence in, and De- 


* 
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At preſent I cannot apprehend any other End or Uſe 
of Baptiſm, but what is included in, or connected with 
one or other of theſe Particulars. ' However, I do not 
aſſert theſe are all, or affirm there is no other ; only 
conclude, that if the above mentioned are allowed to be 
expreſs and pertinent, they effectually exclude all Infants 
from any Pretence to Baptiſm. For as the Whole is a 
ſpiritual Performance, in the Fear of JESUS, a praQti- 


cal Declaration of Faith and Truſt in the MESSIAH, a 


perſonal Devotion of Soul and Body to GOD, and a vo- 
| ent to walk in Newneſs of Life, no In- 
fant can be ſuppoſed to have any Concern in theſe Tran- 


ſactions. I proceed, 


AN produce ſome Motives to engage to a Com- 
pliance ſuch as are born from above. 

I believe we are all agreed in this, that if GOD de- 

ſigned Baptiſm to be adminiſtered to Believers only, then 


the Application of it to Infants muſt be the Invention of 


Men: But if GOD intended Infants Thould be Subjects 
alſo, then the confining it to Adult Believers, is a bold 
and ſinful curtailing of the Mind and Will of the LORD. 
Before I proceed, therefore, permit me to put the fol- 
lowing Queſtion to my Readers, Which Side of the Ar- 
gument do you take? If you are fixed in your Judg- 
ments about the Truth of Believers Baptiſm, and quite 
determined to conform, Matters are come to an Iſſue 
betwixt you and me; but if you are ſtill undetermined, 
or violently ſtiff on the oppoſite Side, though it is pro- 
bable you will not heſitate ſo much, or keep me in Suſ- 
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pence ſo long, as the People to whom CHRIST put a Matt. xxi. 


ſimilar Queſtion, yet am very 
the ſame Dilemma; for ſhould you declare for the Di- 


vine Right of Infant Baptiſm, you muſt be hard ſet to 


maintain your Ground, ſeeing the Scriptures afford net- 
ther Precept nor Precedent in your Favour. But ſhould 
you own Believers Baptiſm to be of GOD, and ſtill ne- 
gle& the Practice, your Brethren will not only be ready 


do ſtone you for the Confeſſion, but how can you account 
for your own Conduct, in rejecting what GOD has en- 


joined? And ſhould your Anſwer be, You caunot 2 


poſitive you cannot avoid 25, 26, 27, 
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then be it obſerved, that the Spring and Foundation of 


ſuch Ignorance, muſt be either a ſupine and ſlothful 
Temper, or a careleſs and indifferent Diſpoſition ; a 
State of Mind fo baſe, that it ſeems incornpatible with 
the Chriſtian CharaQter, and ſtands abhorred by every 
generous Soul. Therefore, as Baptiſm is fully dana 
and critically diſtinguiſhed by the Word of GOD, this 
ſhould ſuggeſt the Neceſlity of. ſearching the Scriptures : 
And, as many are convinced of the 'Truth of the Doc- 


trine, bim backward in complying with their Convictions, 


the Motives that follow are intended to excite ſuch to 
break through every Temptation, Snare, and Slander, 
and purſue their Duty with Chearfulneſs, Courage, and 


Reſolution. 


Tit. iii. 5. 


0 Ezek. xi. 
19, 20. 


. 


And 1, When GOD is pleaſed to favour any Soul 
with the Waſbing of Regeneration, and renewing of the 
'HOLY GHOST, it is not only with a Deſign to pre- 
pare them for the Enjoyment of himſelf, but on pur- 
poſe alſo to diſpoſe them to walk in bis Statutes, keep bis 
Ordinances, and do them. Therefore, if thou art join» 
ed to the LORD by one Spirit, and bleſſed with the 


Removal of a rocky Heart, it is expected, and com- 


manded, that thou ſhould not only now and then ob- 


ſerve, but invariably walk in the Statutes of GOD 


not pick and chooſe, according to thy own Fancy; nor 
give up and neglect, merely to gratify the Humours of 
others, but keep, maintain, and defend every Ordinance 
of Heaven nor, muſt thou barely defend their Authori- 
ty, and maintain their Purity, but obſerve them with 
Strictneſs, and practiſe them with a Reverence becom- 
mg their Solemnity: And it is exceeding remarkable, 
that after JESUS CHRIST had delivered a moſt ſea- 
ſonable Exhortation, given the greateſt Encouragement, 
and made the moſt ſuitable Promiſe to labouring, heavy 
laden Sinners, he adds—T ake my Yoke upon you. The 
Method therefore obſerved by our LORD. in this Sub- 


| jeR, is both delightful and exemplary; he does not em- 


ploy them to make Brick without Straw, indulge them 


m Idleneſs, or decoy them into his Service with deceit- 


a + * — 


ful Charms; he firſt invites them to himſelf, to give 
them Reſt and Strength; then commands to take upon 
them the Yoke of his Ordinances; and laſtly informs 
W | them, 
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them, that they muſt bear the Burden of Trials and 
Afflictions for his Sake. But when Souls have obtained 


Reſt and Peace in him, his Tote is eaſy and his Burden 


3s light. Baptiſm is a Part of CHRIS T's Yoke, - and 
Submiſſion to it is often attended with a Burden of Re- 
proach and Oppoſition; beware therefore of rejecting 
the Yoke, on purpoſe to avoid the Burden. | 


2. It is probable you | have a true — for hat 
we commonly call the LORD', Prayer, and a ſtrict Re- 
gard for every Petition, then we ſhall fix upon two, and 


enquire whether you can repeat them in Faith—Thy Matt. Nj. 


Kingdom come —ihy Will be done in Earth as it is in Hea- 10. 
ven, Theſe Words are vaſtly folemn and fignificant, 
important and comprehenſive : But, my Friends, tho? 
your Lips may adopt the Words, and frequently repeat 
the Petitions, can your Hearts deſire the Accompliſh- 
ment, while your Praftice is ſo contradictory ? For if 
Believers Baptiſm be an Ordinance of the Kingdom, 
and the Obſervation thereof a doing the Will of GOD; 
how can den pray for the Coming, or Proſperity of 
GOD's Kingdom, and ſtill oppoſe it by a ſlothful Ne- 


glect of it's holy Inſtitutions? And how dare you appeal 


to your FATHER, that his Will may be done, ſeeing 
you know bis Will, and do it not? O when ſhall your 
Hearts, Lips, and Lives agree! i 


3. Bap tiſm is not only among the Al Things, but 


po of th firſt of All that we are 3 to teach, 


and you obſerve: Are you therefore ſo far taught alrea- | 
dy, as to admit it a Truth, but till ſo negligent ' as not 
to pracłiſe it? We muſt next teach, and do you obſerve, 


that the Servant who knows bis Maſter's Will, and doth Luke xil. | 
it not, ' ſhall be beaten with many Stripes. Should the 47, _ 


ernte of Men behave in this Manner to their fellow 


Worms, their Conduct would not only be diſagreeable, 


but intolerable; and ſhall the HOLY ONE of //rael 


| pen with chat which ſinful Duſt abhors! 


4. Ave you convinced of the Truth, but vegled your 
Duty ? Then conſider how you trifle with ſacred Things, 


and refed? the Counſel of GOD againſt your ſelves. For if Luke vii 


TR be Part of the Counſel of GOD, and a Re- 30. 
| jeQion 
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jection thereof condemned by the MOST HIGH, then 
the Conſequence of your Conduct may be hurtful to 

: porn and the Frowns of your FATHER hard to 
| Heb.x. 28, bear. F Deſpiſer of the Law of Moſes died without 
29,30, 31. Hercy, what a fearful Thing muſt it be to flight the 
Appointments of JESUS? I dare not take upon me to 
fay, how far CHRIS T's corrective Reſentment may be 
exerciſed upon thoſe, who deny him out of Fear, and 
betray his Cauſe for Shame; but- ſhall venture to aver, 
that ſuch Perſons are not yet determined to follow. their 

REDEEMER through good and bad Report; and ſhall 

make free therefore to put you in mind, that your LORD 

hath declared, and they are awful Sayings, He that is 
aſbamed-of me and of my Words, in this adulterous and 
ſinful Generation, of bim alſo ſhall the Son of Man be aſba- 
med, when he cometh in the Glory of bis FAT HER, with 

the boly Angels. | 85 


5. The HOLY GHOST hath given a noble Teſti- 
, mony of the Faith and Practice of Zacharias and Eliſa- 
Lake i. 6, 5%: They were both righteous before GOD, walking in 
All the Commandments and Ordinances of the LORD 
blameleſs. But your careleſs Conduct deſerves another 
Character: You profeſs indeed to be cloathed with the 
| Raiment of your elder Brother, and expect to ſtand 
compleat and blameleſs before the Bar of GOD; but 
why will you not walk before him in Righteouſneſs, and 
obſerve his Ordinances in a ſtrict and becoming Man- 
ner? You are far from being blameleſs in this ReſpeQ ; 
for you are Blame-worthy before GOD, condemned by 
his Word, deſpiſed by every ingenuous Mind, and accu- 
ſed by your own Conſciences: Therefore have a juſt 
Regard for all the Commandments of the LORD, 
punctually obey his Word, act conſiſtent with yourſelves, 
and carefully comply with your Convictions. This is the 
Way to enjoy your FA THER's Preſence here, and not 

to be aſhamed before him hereafter. 5 


6. Yon have the Word of GOD in your Favour, 

and the Example of CHRIS T for your Encourage- 
ment; and as the DiQates of Truth are fo copious and 

_  Unreferved, concerning the Doctrine of Believers Bap- 
| iſm, and the Pattern of JESUS fo weighty and impor- 
| tant 


Mar. viii. 
138. 
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tant in this Affair, it ſnould excite all who are in Doubt 
about this Matter, to a careful Search, and thoſe who are 
already convinced, to a chearful Obedience. And I am 
quite ſatisfied, that all who reverence the Word, and 


love the SAVIOUR, will require no more to determine 


their Judgments, and regulate their Practice, but the Au- 


thority of Scripture, and the Example of CHRIST. * 
Motives might be multiplied, but theſe are quite ſuf. 


ficient to acquit my own Conſcience, and leave you alto- 
gether inexcuſable. However, I am fully perſuaded, 


that it is only the diſtinguiſhing Love of GOD that can Jer. xxxi. 
draw you to Obedience, and the overcoming Power of z. 
JESUS that can engage you to a chearful Compliance; Pfal. cx. 3. 


and therefore let no Man miſtake my Meaning, or abuſe 
my Deſign; for though I preſs home the Matter as 
weighty, and exhort to the Practice, as truly important, 
yet I neither make a SAVIOUR of the Ordinance, nor 
drag People to the Duty with the Cords of legal Life. 
For, in my Opinion, no Perſon is a proper Subject ef 
Baptiſm till he is born again, and bleſſed with the 2 — 
ledge of Salvation; and am inclined to think, no Soul 


can perform it to the Glory of GOD, and his own Ad- 
vantage, until he can look upon it as a free and inſtruc- 


tive Privilege, and not eſteem it a dull and heavy Taſk. It 


is therefore my conſtant Method, to preach Privilege as 
founded in the boundleſs Fulneſs, and flowing from the 
Soul's Relation to the SAVIOUR ; and enforce Obedi- 


ence, as ariſing from the uncontroulable Authority, and 
poſitive Command of Zion's KING. This I produce 
ag. a Key to unfold my Meaning, and preſent as an Apo- 
logy for the Uſe of ſuch Words as Obligation, Duty, 
Compliance, Submiſſion, &c. ſhall therefore conclude with 
a few Inferences, 


„What I have frequently urged, from the Conſideration - 


of CHRIS T's Command and Example, is exprefſed with 
equal Elegance and Propriety, by one of my favourite 


Authors—* Let our Paſſions riſe and fall; take this Courſe 
« or that; as his Word determines, as his holy Example 


« puides.” Hexvey's Reflections on a Flower. garden. 


6 


— 
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And 1. As there is but One Baptiſm, it highly con- 
cerns all that have drank into One Spirit, are bleſſed 
with One Faith, and thereby Children of One Father, to 
enquire with Diligence, and pray with Fervency, in or- 
der to be eſtabliſhed in the Doctrine and Practice of 
this One Thing. To call it indifferent, is a daring Re- 
ffection on the Wiſdom of GOD——To pronounce it 
doubtful, a ſlothful Slander upon his Word Ard to be 
miſtaken about it, quite inexcuſable. The Ordinance is a 
moſt ſolemn Affair, and the Scriptures ſpeak plain about 
it; therefore, if we are uninformed, the Ignorance is ow- 
ing to our own Indifference. Some indeed are eaſily ſatisfi- 
ed, indolently diſpoſed, and equally unreaſonable to ſuggeſt, 
« That ſuch a Number of great and good Men, as 
« have appeared Apologiſts for Infant Baptiſm, in all 
« Apes, can hardly be ſuſpected of Miſtake ; and if 
« they are in an Error, it is unlikely we ſhould arrive 
« at the Truth; and ſo had better be ſatisfied with our 
« preſent Sentiment, than diſturb our Minds to no Pur- 
6c poſe.” | N s 


This pitiful Pretence, which J have heard from the 
Mouths of many, is little better than a groſs Infatuation, 
and no other than an old Popiſh Plea ; becauſe their chief 
Reaſon for embracing the groſſeſt Legendaries, and 
their beſt Apology for practiſing the baſeſt Idolatries, is 
no other than the prevailing Opinion of Infallibility re- 
ſiding in the Pope, and Council that enjoin them. But 
as we are not to follow the beft of Men further than 
they follow CHRIST, fo in whatever we take them 
for our Pattern, we ought to be ſatisfied whether in 
that Matter they be Followers of GOD as dear Chil- 
dren. I eſteem it ſafeſt to copy the more infallible Ex- 
ample of JESUS and his Apoſtles, and in this I believe 
we are agreed: Then ſearch and try, and if you diſco- 
yer a plain Precedent in your Favour, you have gained 
the Point, the Cauſe is determined, and our Reſtraint 
is a Dream; but if, after the cloſeſt Search into the 
Word of GOD, Infagt Baptiſm ſhould remain a real. 
Uncertainty, hope it will then be granted that our Me- 
thod is the pureſt Practice, the ONE BarTisM. 


ut 
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freely: Has your Choice been Matter of Conſcience and 


a publick Pilgrimage? And are you /ftrong in the LORD, Eph. vi. 


. ſing the Shame, and is ſet down at the Right Hand of the. 


BELIEVERS BAPTISM. 51 
% 2. You that are to be baptized, permit me to ſpeak 


Concern? Have you weighed the Cauſe in the Ballance 
of the Sanctuary? Are your Views purely for the Glory 
of GOD, the Vindication of his Cauſe, and the Bene- 
fit of- your own Souls ? Have you counted the Coſt of 


and determined to walk up and down in bis Name? Be- 10. 
ware of lurking Self, ſinful Singularity, and a poiſonous Lech. x. 
Party Spirit. All theſe eat as doth a Canker, and con- 12. 
ſume like a Moth. Beware of dry Formality, a dead 
Profeſſion, and a mere Name to live; for theſe are only 
Refuges e Lies, Fetters of Deluſion, and Maſks of Hy- Ifa. xxviii. | 
rify. The overflowing Scourge will ſweep them away, 17, 18, 
and the Day of the LORD burn them Root and Branch. 'To- Mal. iv. 1. 
day, even To-day you are to make a ſolemn Appearance, 1 
and come forth in a publick Profeſſion before GOD, An- 


gels, and Men; beware of luſting in the Wilderneſs, 
turning back to Egypt, or diſtruſting GOD in a barren 


Land. You may probably meet with Oppoſition from 


- Men, - undergo the Buffetings of Satan, and feel the 


Faintings of Fleſh and Blood; but confider him who en- Heb. xii. 3. 
dured ſuch Contradiction of Sinners againſt himſelf, leſt | 
you be weary and faint in your Minds. . I remember, 


| that immediately after our LORD was baptized, be was Matt. v. 1. 


led up of the SPIRIT into the Wilderneſs to be tempted 
of the. Devil; this was likewiſe my Lot, and it may alſo 
be yours : Beware therefore of proceeding in your own 
Strength, and take heed that you be not daunted with 3 
ſlaviſh Fears, and fo loſe entertaining Views, and be de- 120 
prived of rich Enjoyments in going through the Ordi- 

nance. You are now to 1 go forth without the Camp, Heb. xiii. 
bearing CHRIST's Reproach; O keep looking unto bim 13. 
who is the Author and Finiſher of your Faith ; who for Heb. xii. 2. 
the Joy that was ſet before bim, endured the Croſs, deſpi :-. 


Throne of GOD. | 


3: I ſhall ſum up the Subject with a Word to all. In 
the Introduction to this Diſcourſe, I took Notice of ſome 
of the Signs of the Times in a general Way; and ſhall 
now farther obſerve, that while they make a gloomy Ap- 

l el, = < Wo Pearance, 
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pearance, wear an awful Aſpect, and ſeem to advance 
with Threats of Deſolation, at the ſame time they ſound 
Luke xiii, a folemn Warning Except ye repent, - ye ſball all likewiſe 
3—5. periſh; and adminiſter a deep Rebuke ta the Children 
Jer. xxiii. of Men For iy "Reaſon of Sin the Land mourneth. 
10. = The if 3%” 
W 16. lxii.6, As a Watchman upon the Walls of Jeruſalem, permit 
nnd lviii. 1. me to /ift up my Voice like a Trumpet, cry aloud, and not 
ſhare, and faithfully deliver the Meſſage of Importance. 
But as Sin is fo univerſal, viſible, barefaced, need 
not ſpend Time in proving the Nations guilty: And as 
| the Judgments of GOD ſpeak out ſo plain, need not 
= forewarn you of Danger; ſhall therefore direct you to 
1 the City of Refuge, the Habitation of Reſt, and the 
Rock of Safety. Liſten then, O ye Iſles! be attentive, 
O ye People! I bring not the Tidings of Terror, fore- 
tel not the Changes of an Age, nor protlaim the Deli- 
verance of a Day; but publiſh, freely publiſh the joy- 
| ful News of Goſpel Gladneſs, blow the Jubilee Trum- 
Luke iv. pet, and preach the acceptable Year of the LORD. Hear 
119. then ye Wicked, who are fold under Sin, and conſigned 
Rom. vii. to Condemation as Rebels againſt GOD; in fuch a 
114 Caſe, 'Treafures of Gold will be no Ranſom, Tears of 
1 Blood make no Atonement, the Wiſdom of Men a ſlen- 
der Safeguard, and military Bravery a mean Defence. 
| O ye careleſs ones, who rejeC the kindeſt Admonitions, 
and fit in the Seat of the Scorner, deaf to all Reproof; 


| fa. i, 1. 
. how long will you ſcoff at ſerious Matters, and mock at 


Rev. xxii. the moſt awful Doom ? He that is filthy, let bim be fil. 
ns 1. tby till, may be ſealed in Court To-day—Depart from 
Nat. xxv. me ye Curſed, may be pronounced at the Bar To-morrow, 

BE . and then Snares, Fire and Brimſtane, and an horrible 
WF =: xi. 6. Tempeſt, will be the Portion of your Cup for ever. But 
Ii I forbear—it is not my Prerogative to ſound Damnation 
through the World, but to make a mild Appearance 
with the Branch of Peace; therefore to you, who are 
touched with Remorſe, pierced with the Arrows of the 
3 ih ALMIGHTY, and longing for the Love of the LAMB, 

a. lxxxv. bear ye the Mord of the LORD—Surely bis Salvation is - 
0, 11, gb them that fear bim, that Glory may dwell in our 
. 13. Land. Mercy and Truth are met together : Righteouſneſs 
W and Peace have kiſſed each other. Truth ſhall ſpring out 
of the Earib; and Rightgouſneſs ſhall look m rom 

„ 3 a caven © 


yo 
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turn again to Folly. My Fellow Pilgrims, here is not 
| your Reſt; in a the World ye ſhall bave TORN, It 
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Heaven © Yea the LORD ſhall give that which is good, and | 
our Land ſball yield ber Increaſe. "Righteouſneſs ſhall go 
before bim ; — Hall ſet us in the Way of bis Stepe. 
heſe Words contain a joyful Sound, and bleſſed are they PC. Irin 
that know it; they bring near Salvation, and publiſh 15. 
Righteouſneſs, founded upon the Harmony of the D1- 
VINE AT TRIBZU TES. And all this ariſes from the Ran- Job xxxiji, 


wy 
er 


fom found, namely, the Sacrifice of JESUS, and the 24. 


Atonement” made by the Blood of the LAMB. This " i 
is He, whoſe prevailing Arm can ſave to the uttermoff, Heb. vii, | 
and pluck even Brands out of the Fire; whoſe complete 2 | 
Righteouſneſs f is a Garment of Probl, and whoſe pow- Zech. ii iii. | | 
erful Spirit is the Author of Life. Lift up your Heads 2. | 
then, O ye Mourners, and fear not, neither be diſcou- | 
for he whoſe goings forth were of old, from Mic. v. 2. 
a Phan bath made a Way for the Ranſonteid of the _ | 
LORD to paſs over. He who came from Edom, with Iſa. li. 10. I 
dyed Garments from Bozrah, can ſend you forth by the 1 
Blood of the 3 out f the 8 t ds fo 10 oy th 8 
ter; therefore, turn ye to * Strong Hold, ye Priſon- Zech. ir. 
ers of Hope The Captain of Salvation, who'was made 11, 1 2. 
per ſect — Sufferings, is now returned victorious Heb. ii. 10. 
from the Field of Battle, having obtained Deliverance | 
for his lawful Captives ; and be that was dead is now Rev: i. 18. 
alive, and lives for evermore. In Conſequence of this, 


i 


we are commiſſioned to proclaim the Riches of Redemp- 


tion, and ſound forth the Sweets of Salvation; for 

JESUS CHRIST is become a biding Place from the Iſa. xxxii. 
Wind, and a Covert from the Tempeſt; as Rivers of 2. 
Water in a dry Place, and as the Sbadow of a great Rock 

in a weary Land. Here then is Safety for Souls who ” 


ſee their Danger, Supply for ſuch as are in Want, and 
| Refreſhment for. ſuch as are weary : Come therefore Je 


that are ſeeking in Sorrow, and waiting with Grief; 

GOD hath deviſed Means to bring home his Baniſbed, 2 Sam. xiv. 
that they be not always expelled from bim. This is what 13, 14. 
many can bear witneſs to, who were ſome time ago the * 
chief of Sinners, and as Sheep going aſtray, but are now 1 Pet. ii. 
returned to the Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls, Let ſuch zg. 

alſo bear what GOD the LORD doth ſay : He will ſpeak p 


Peace unto his People, and to his Saints, but let them wot ts _— 8. 


THOUGHTS, &c. 


is poſſible you may have a heavy Burden and a hot Day; 
your Temptations may be many, and your Trials great; 
John xvi. but be of good Cheer, CHRIST has overcome the Warld, 
33. and bruiſed the Head of the Serpent, and you ſhall be 
2 more than Conquerors through him who hath loved 
you. The Afflictions that are paſt are left behind, the 
13 Brace of CHRIST can make the preſent eaſy, and what 
Deut. is to come is a Secret with the LORD; but as your 
ui. 25. Days, ſo ſhall your Strength be. Lift up your Heads 
therefore with Joy, for your complete Redemption is al- 
ready nearer than when you firſt believed. In a little 
time, having waſhed your Robes, and made them white 
in the Blood of the LAMB, you ſhall ſtand upon Mount 
Zion, ſee the Glory of the LORD, enjoy the Felicity 
of his Choſen, and for ever remain where Grief an 
Sorrow ſhall be known no more. | 


| Then let your Songs abound, 
And ev'ry Tear be dry; 
You're marching thro? IMMANUEL's Ground 
To fairer Worlds on . 
| Dr. W. rs. 


The End of the SzconD Sermon. 
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APPENDIX. 


HRISTIANITY is a Divine Reve- 
lation, not only calculated for the beſt 
Purpoſes, namely, the Glory of GOD, 
the Encouragement of Sinners, and the 
Conſolation of 1/rael ; but is in all Re- 
ſpects ſtrictly conſiſtent and truly impor- 
tant; nor can it be otherwiſe, ſeeing 
GOD is its Author, Object, and End. Therefore, if 
our religious Principles exactly coincide with the Holy 
Scriptures, we need not ſcruple to declare them; and if 
at any Time they appear contrary to that only Rule, 
let us not be aſhamed to renounce them. 


In the foregoing Sermons I have ſpoke my Mind pret- 
ty freely, reſpecting the Mode and Subjects of Baptiſm ; 
but having been ſome time agg of a different Judgment, 


ſhall, for the Benefit of my Readers, give a brief Ac- 


count of the Beginning of my Scruples about the Vali- 
dity of Infant Baptiſm My Exerciſe of Mind during 
the Inquiry the Oppoſition J met with when determi- 


ned and the Manner of my becoming acquainted with, 


and joining the Baptiſii. 


I was 


"Mo 


f contrary to their Inclinations, by the Patron of the Pariſh, 


Tit - 


_ APPENDIX: 
1 was born in the North of Zngland, and educated in 
the Preſbyterian Perſuaſion, in which I was not more 
ſtrict than uncharitable, ning that Church the pu- 
reſt upon Earth, and concluding all other Denominations 
in dark and unſafe State. But when Intruſions * be- 
came frequent in Scotland, F determined to look more 
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narrowly into the Conſtitution of the Church; and after 


as cloſe and impartial a Search, as my Opportunities and 
Prejudices would at that Time admit, could not help 
thinking the Independent Government moſt agreeable to 
the. Nature of New Teſtament Worſhip. But though 
this Conviction did not terminate in a Reſolution to break 
off from my own FN yet it took down the Fire 
Edge of a narrow, bigotted Spirit,, and produced a more 
generous Turn of Mind towards good People of all Per- 
ſuaſions, which, bleſſed be GOD, to this Day hath never 
been contracted, but more and more enlarged. 


In 1952, being at the Latin School in Jelburgh, 'a 


little Market Town in the South of Scotland, where it 


was cuſtomary for two or three of the moſt. advanced 
Claſſes. to repeat Part of Mr. VincenT's Catechiſm 


every Monday Morning, the Anſwer to the | lowing 


Queſtion fell to my Lot ; 


„ What is ſignified, ſealed, and engaged on GOD's 
& Part, by our being baptized in his Name ? 


1 = = 5 55 
« There is ſignified, ſealed, and engaged on GOD's 


& Part, by our being baptized in his Name, 1. His in- 


« grafting us into CHRIST, 2. His making us Parta- 


4 kers of the Benefits of the New Covenant.” 


Early en the Logy's Day. Morning, as I was walk- 
ing in the Fields, conſidering the Repetition the Maſter 
had aſſigned the Day before, in order to fix it in my 


Memory, which was my uſual Method, this Anſwer 


ſtruck me with ſome Degree of Surprize, and led me 
to reaſon upon it in the following Manner: —If ingraft- 


* That is, when a Miniſter is impoſed upon the People, 


DO a - serer 


r 22 oy 
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ing into CHRIS T, and en 2 Title to the Benefits 
of the New Covenant, be ſigni ed, fealed, and 
on GOD's Part, by our being baptized in his Nane; 

how comes it to paſs that Numbers who have been bap- 


tued in the Name of the HOLY TRINITY, to all 
outward Appearance, live and die without an Intereſt in 


ery Eagugement to which he fets\ his Seal? 3 
It was quite dural for me » dir -fichs Conch $04 


my Soul to caft the Anchor of it's Hope in the Ful- 
. and Faithfulneſs of himſelf, and in the ſure and un- 
Nature of the Covenant of Grace; and that 
the midſt of a high Storm of deep Diſtreſs, for want 


A 1 7 46 { 


bing needful, At firſt, I only ſuſpected the —— 
Doctrine, with regard. to the Faithfulneſs of GOD, and 
he Stability of his Covenant; but conſidering what he 
ther obſerves of the ent on our Part, 

o queſtion, whether he did not miſtake the Nature = 
nd of Baptiſm, His Words are: 


« B our being bptired in the Nine of the FA: 
THER, SON, and HOLY GHOST, is fealed and 
d engaged on our Part, that we will be the LORD's, 
and that 1. wholly, Soul and Body, and with all our 
Powers, Faculties, and Members, are to be emp —— 
him as Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs and new 

ence; and 2. only the LORD's, and therefore we en- 
gage to renounce the Service of the Devil, and the Fleſh, 
and the World, and under CHRIS T's Banner 
againk theſe Enemies of LORD. and of our Souls.” 


Poring upon theſe Things, and reviewing all that 
INCENT ſays upon the Subject, found it — 
3 ts of the Covenant of Grace, which 


CHRIS T's Blood Regeneration and tion 
by CHRIS T's SpIRTT— Adoption, together with 
our Union / unto CHRIST — and Refurefion to. 
3 * 

em h, 


theſe diſtinguiſhing Bleſſings; for GOD will oy nl,. 


ſion, berauſe, prior to this, the LORD had enabled 


ff the Knowledge of an Intereſt in CHRIS T, the one Luke x, 


by Baptiſm we are made Partakers of, are, Admiſ. 
on into. the Viſible Church—Remiſſion of Sins by 


Confeſſ. 
of Faith, 


Chap. 25, 


ſembly, in the Larger - Catechiſm, ſtriQly concurred 
with theſe Sentiments, and therefore concluded "ws 


Pſal. cx. 3. 
Eph.ii.12, Fruber. For having ſeen myſelf without GOD, and 


Luke i.77. Salvation by the Remiſſion of Sins, and obtained Faith i 
Gul. iv. 6.4y Abba Father, above Twenty Years after my Bap. 


Advantage to me, was quite evident; for I had never 
. Cloſely conſidered the true Nature and Import of the Or- 


more ſtrictly to ſearch into what VIxc EN, together 
with the Confeſſion of Faith, and the Larger and Short: 


"AJ 


g 
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muſt be true. But then I could not account how theſe 
Benefits were confer red upon Infants by Baptiſm, ſeeing 
I had. experienced thoſe rich Bleſſings flowing to my Soul 
through a, different Channel, namely, by the Operation 
of the HOLY. SPIRIT in the Day of the MESSIA H. 


without Hope in the World, received the Knowledge of 


tiſm, concluded theſe Favours were never beſtowed that 
Way. This put me upon enquiring, whether it was 
poſſible for me to receive any Benefit by Baptiſm, while 
an Infant; or whether I could make a profitable Im- 
provement of it now? That hitherto it had been of no 


dinance, and to reap Benefit by Reflection, ſeemed a 
little imptacticable; becauſe, being incapable of ſpiritual 


Views, and perſonal Engagements at the Time, ther.“ 


appeared nothing material to reflect upon relative to aſc. - 


Tranſaction, in which I was never conſciouſly eng 19 


therefore often thought, had I not been baptized befote, FW. - 
how ſweet and ſignificant the Ordinance might. be now 


For I could go to my Miniſter, as our SAVIOUR. did 


to Fobn, preſent myſelf a Subject, and rejoice in him net 
that ſanctified the Water And here my Scru- = 
ples concerning the Validity of Infant Baptiſm. . . tif 


The Method I took to have my Doubts removed, w. 


Catechiſms ſay upon the Subject; but theſe fell ſo far ſhort i in 
of. yielding the Satisfaction wiſhed for, they did not falſſ ap 
to increaſe my Difficulties; many Things appearing nol co 
only inconcluſive, but directly oppoſite to Scripture, Rea or 
ſon, and Experience. For, the Viſible Church is ſad far 
to conſiſt of ſuch as profeſs the true Religion, togetheſ ce 
be with theif Children;“ and yet they only allow Infant 
to be admitted by Baptiſm. This I could by no Mean 
reconcile; for if they are a Part of the Viſible. Church 
F nn. 
Aar. | | | 1 ) 
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ſay,” they enter into it by that Ceremony ; and it was 
equally difficult for me to underſtand, how an Infant by 
Beptiſin, enters into an open and 
« ment to be wholly and on 
count how a Child's '« Faith, 
6e be 
ther Faith nor Grace in te Judgment of the Aſſembly ;; 
as is clear from the tenth Chapter of the Confeſſion 97 
Faith, and the Queſtion on Effectual Calling, in t 

ger Catechiſm. For all are declared to be in a State of 
Sin and Death, till effeQually called Sr the Word and 
_ of GOD. * 


1 had fre Mey hend. e Sheen e 0 
Church of England for affirming, that an “ Infant is 
« made * of CHRIST, a Child of GOD, and 

an Inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven by Baptiſm "ug 
but now found that our on Church, in Effect, ſaid the 


tion of a Sacrament, defines it An holy Ordinance, 
« inſtituted by CHRIST, wherein, by ſenſible Signs, 


* rer ſealed, and applied to Believers.” 


The plain and obvious Meaning of theſe Words a ap 
peared to me in this Light, that — gang and the Be- 
nefits of the New Covenant — reſented, ſealed, 
and applied to Believers, by aldle Signs i in Bap- 
tim and the LORD's Ae but then, as we uſed 
Baptiſm in Infancy, I was at a great Loſs to know in 


"I what Senſe Infants could be termed Behievers ; nor have 
ther 1. ever received Satisfaction in this Point. At length, 
"i conſidering there is no other outward and ſenſible ign 
in Baptiſm, but Water, which not being again 


applied when the Soul is bleſſed with divine Faith, 


or intended, that thoſe Benefits were conferred upon In- 
fants by the outward Element, which is rather more ex- 
ceptionable, than what we ſo freely condemned in our 
Siſter Church, and to me a glaring Proof of our own 
Inconſiſtency; for, elſewhere we are aid, ce to be made 


—— 
— 


« "CHRIST and the Benefits of the New Covenant are 


Lar- 


very fame: For the Shorter Catechiſm, in the Deſcrip- - 


concluded, either the Definition did not reſpect Baptiſm, 


* Partakers of the Redemption by CHRIST, CG. 
6 oy * e — 0 it to us by his HOLY c 


5 


profeſſed Engage- Larger 
the LORD's;” or ac-Cate- 

ith all other Grabes can chiſm on 
hened and increaſed; ” ſeeing Children have nei-Baptiſm. 


* 
* 
= 
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S . Nh = 
— a — 


KAPPEN D IX. 


« SPIRIT.” And this is ſaid to be done, by, work. 


6c ing Faith in us, and thereby uniting us to CHRIS TI 
4 in our effectual Callin If we are made Partakers ; 


of theſe Benefits, by the ſenſible 8 ign in Baptiſm, then | 


\ - not by the SPIRIT of CHRIST tk Call. N tie 


Rom. viii. the Scriptures had been, "while I was greaning for Re 
19—23. 255 and waiting for the Mani ſſtation of the Som 
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3 but if by the Word and SPIRIT of CHRIST in I ho- 
e ul Calling, then not by the ſenſible Sign in Bap- n 
tiſm. This can never be reconciled. Thus w. what I ha 
formerly eſteemed our Conſtitutional Standard, at laſt in- 
volved me in the greateſt. Difficulties : For, whatever fan 
might be the Intention of the Compilers, the natural ll ;; | 
Conſequence of their Words — either Infants 
are to = conſidered Believers, the Water applied afreſh 
when Faith is obtained, or the Ordinance to be deferred, 
till the Subjects are born from above, 


Upon this, the Exerciſes of my Mind began to be 
weighty; but remembering how uſeful the 1 of 


GOD, reſolved to enquire into the New Teſtament 
Lich the "greateſt Diligence and Impartiality. The Me. 
thod I took was to read it over and over, and carefully 
| 22 ev _m_ Paſſage, which directly or implicitly re. 

rdinance. And for about a Quarter of 2 

nag every freſh Peruſal produced new Evidences againſt 

ar Baptiſm ;,, but tho? many Places bore upon my 

with ſome Degree of Conviction, yet threw more 
e determined my Judgment. And; +: 


5 : 1 The Hour cometh, and naw Is, has: the true Wore — 
al, s fball worſbip tbe FATHER in Spirit and ii Ice 
Truth: for. the FA HER ſeeketh Such ta worſbip him, 


From theſe Words I conceived, that the true and pro- 
per Worſhip of 3 is to be performed 

In Spirit and in Truth; and looked upon Baptiſm to 
be ſolemn Part of that Worſhip, pins Pe — 
that Infants could not engage in it with their own Spirits, 
nor practiſe the Ordinance in Truth, under the Influences 
of the SPIRIT of CHRIST; 1 4 muſt be 1 im. 


2. Without 


4D E NDTX 91 
work. nnn | 


RUST ff . Without Faith iti impoſe to Paß GOD.” * ned, 116. 


then As I could not apprehend that the Parents, yas wg 
Call. ties could believe for the Child; neither could I learn, 
8 T in ¶ how the Infant could have Faith for itſelf, becauſe Fuitb Rom. x. 
 Bap- IN cometh by bearing, and bearing by the Ward of GOD; 17. | 
I had Wl therefore, as an Infant cannot 2 Faith, and it is im- 
aſt in- ¶ poſſible to pleaſe GOD without it, the Ba ptiſm of In- 


atever fants cannot be right; e e is 2. of 1 Faitb Rom. xlr. 
natural I ir Sin. N 


afreſh i 3. The like Figere 3 even „Bastia, doth alle Pet. it. 
ferred, ¶ now ſave us, (not the putting away of the Filth of tht Fleſb, 21. 
t the Anſwer of a goed Conſcience towards GOD) by the 
RefurreBion of eng CHRI {I 


It appeared to me, from theſe Words, that" the Gubs 
jets of Baptiſm muſt have the Anſwer of a good Conſci- 
ence towards GOD ; which I underſtood, not only to be 
an Heart ſprinkled "from an Evil Conſcience, but alſo-a Heb. x. 
full Perſuaſion, that the Ordinance was appointed by 24. 
GOD, to figure forth a finiſhed Salvation by the Re- 
ſurrection of JESUS CHRIS T; but as Infants cannot 
have ſuch a conſcious Impreſſion, concluded, they d were 


ery improper 1270325 Baptiſm. 


Being now pre try well ſatisfied, that Believers were 
the arg ns ae of ap, 1 proc proceeded to'ex- 
amine the he Texts produced by Vincent, 
and the Adlandi of Divines, to prove Dipping unne- 
eſſary, and that Sprinkling is ſufficient, are ſo foreign 
o the Purpoſe, that I immediately concluded the Cauſe 
quſt be dark, where the Proofs were ſo weak. My Suf. 
pence therefore about this Matter did not long continue; 
or as we generally allowed Dipping to have been the 
primitive Mode, | judged a Departure from that Practice 
8 and as it agrees eg 1 Wen 
wmficant, and ex t of t ord, it was 
belly and quite jabs to abide by that Cuſtom. | . 
The next Thing that came before me, was a firoog 
claim bela with —_— | 
TS 
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ciples, of ſuch as practiſed Adult Baptiſm by Immerſion, ] pr 


But when I came to examine the Word in various Dic. . 
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tionaries, which diſtinguiſhes that Perſuaſion, found the I #P 
poor Anabaptiſis traduced as a Set of Hereticks, who ge- I ? 
nerally held a Syſtem of monſtrous Opinions. This n 
gave me a great Damp at firſt ſetting out; but, after tie 
ſome reaſoning upon the Subject, concluded, their erro- | © 
- neous Sentiments in other Points, did not prove them || i 
miſtaken reſpecting Baptiſm. And in a ſhort" Time, [ 

met with a more favourable Account of the Engliſh Bap- 
litt mParDoN's Dictionary, namely, © That they dif. 
4 fer from other Proteſtants in little more than the not 
4 baptizing Children, as appears by a Confeſſion of Faith, 
 < publiſhed by the Repreſentatives of above one hun- 

* dred of their Congregations, in 1689.” 


This Account gave great Relief to my Mind, and did 
not more rejoice than ſurprize, by the mention of ſuch 
a Number of. Churches in England. Nor did it fail to 
ſet me a longing for a Sight of this Confeffion of Faith, 
or any other Baptiſt Book on the particular Subject, 

which denominates that Profeſſion. The firſt that ! 
could obtain was Mr. WILsoN' Seripture-Manual, 2 
Freatiſe quite ſeaſonable, which added great Strength to 
my Mind, and Support to my new Sentiment ; for that 
Book, in my Eſteem, is as conciſe, clear,” and conclu- 

five as any I have yet ſeen upon the Subject. 


'  - Afﬀter this, my — 7 — n and Ac- 
intance with the People, ca aptifts, tly in- 
3 and as our School always 1 Las thel 
Harveſt, reſolved, when I returned to my Father's in 
England, to viſit ſome of the Bapti/t Congregations. But 
after conſidering the Oppoſition I was likely to meet 
with, became much diſcouraged. However, I wrote to 
my Father, informing him of my Change of Principles 
and gave a diſtant Hint of my Intentions : 'This being 
about the latter End of the Spring, thought we woul 
have ſome Time to reaſon the Point at a Diſtance; but 
ſoon found that my Letter had kindled ſuch a Fire « 
Reſentment, as would be hard for me to endure at my 
Return; therefore conceived it would be beſt to diſmiſs 
or at leaft conceal my new Opinion. But it was i 
Po |  _ praQticabi 
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rfion, || Practicable to palliate what I had already mentioned, 
Dic. without manifeſt Diſſimulation, therefore wiſhed it might 
d the appear that my new Sentiment was really an Error, and 
my Compliance ſo far merely a Temptation. This led 
This me to review the Point, with ſome Degree of Reſolu- 
after tion, being determined, if poſſible, to have full Satisfac- 
erro.. tion: But one Morning, my Mind was fo ſtrangely af- 
them fected, that all the Powers thereof were ſhaken and con- 
ne, 1 founded, as I was reading theſe Words, becauſe they re- 


ö Bap- Ne not the Love of the Truth, that they might be ſa- 
ey dif. ved; GOD fball fend them firong Deluſion, that they 
je not Hu believe g Lie; that they all might be damned, who 
Faith, believe not the Truth, The Manner in which this Scrip- 


happy State; for I was tempted to believe, that I had 
| not received the Love of GOD in Truth, which had 
nd dig occaſioned him to ſend this ſtrong Deluſion, in cauſing 
f ſuch me to believe ſuch a Lie, reſpecting Baptiſm. And as 
fail to Hit was only about half a Year before, that I had obtain- 
Faith, Ned the Witneſs of Peace and Pardon, it bore the weigh- 
ubjea, tier upon my Mind. For ſome Time, therefore, I 
that 1 booked on Baptiſm as an indifferent Matter; and all 
ual, a Thoughts reſpeQing it being diſmiſſed, the whole Bent 
ngth to of my Deſires were engaged in earneſt Addreſſes to 
or that 60, for a freſh and full Evidence of my Intereſt in 
concly. CHRIS T; which, beſt of Bleſſings, he ſoon granted, 
to the unſpeakable Joy of my Heart. I then formed a 
Reſolution, to diſturb my Peace no more with perplex- 
ing Thoughts on Baptiſm ; but reſt ſatisfied with the 
in. ſweet Aſſurance of CHRIS T's Love. However, Con- 

Fictions reſpecting the Solemnity of that Inſtitution, and 
the Light I had received into the Subject perpetually 
purſued me: And though ſeveral times I had come to a 
o meet Determination, to remain entirely ſatisfied with the Bap- 


vrote toll I had received in my Infancy, let the Effect be 


what it would, was at length ſufficiently rouſed from this 
Windolent Indifferency by theſe Words, He that knows bis 
» wool ORD's Will, and does not act according to it, ſhall be 
ce: bull aten with many Stripes :—And be that loveth Father or 
Fire ul «ther more than me, is not worthy of me. Having 
at my herefore made as critical a Search into the New Teſta- 
diſmiſs ent, as my Capacity.would admit, and not being able 
was im 0 diſcover the moſt diſtant Hint from Precept or Pre- 
aQicab| | | " cedent, 


83 


2 Theſſ. l. 
10, 11,12. 


ture operated, was, in producing a Suſpence about my 


Luke xii. | 
47- 
Matt. z. 37. 
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cedent, in favour of Infant Baptiſm, concluded, had that P 
Practice been the Will of GOD, it's |divine Authority I P. 
would never have been left ſo exceeding dark and ob- 
ſcure. And beſides, it did not only appear quite unſcrip. 
tural, but, in the very Nature of the Thing, 2 ab. M 
ſurd; for every Branch of New Teſtament Worſhip is 
to be performed in Faith, in Spirit, and in Truth; and #p* 
Baptiſm is undoubtedly as ſolemn a Part of that Wor- vi 
hip, as any other Chriſtian Duty, or Ordinance ; con- rr 
"ſequently, it is moſt irrational to ſuppoſe, that Infants I ma 
have any Concern: in holy Baptiſm. But though my I 25. 
Mind was now relieved from all it's Scruples, reſpecting 
the Truth of Believers Baptiſm, yet how I ſhould with. | | 
ſtand the Oppoſition of my Friends, ſtill remained a di. © fou 
ſtreſſing Difficulty. I continued therefore in this di. M of | 
ſturbed Way till near the Harveſt, when it was evident pol 
either GOD or Man muſt be obeyed; but I determi- © me: 
ned to comply with my Convictions, and leave the Iſſue © My 
with the LORD. What greatly encouraged me in I be 
this, was a deep Senſe of what CHRIST had done for pro 
me, and wrought in me, together with a firm Belief of Wand 
the Account to be given, before him in a little Time, I wit 
I returned therefore to England, with earneſt Deſires for 
Acquaintance with the Baptiſis, and fully reſolved, by 
the Grace of GOD, to put my Deſigns into Practice; 
but' my Fears were great,. and my Reafonings many— 
thinking it a hard Matter to expoſe myſelf to the ſevere 
Reſentment of thoſe. whom I fo dearly loved and regar- i 
ded—and fearing left the Principles and Practices of the 
Baptiſts might prove diſagreeable to me, or I unaccep- 
table to them. But having heard, before I left Scotland, 
that an intimate Friend“ of mine had joined himſelf to 
a Baptift Church, a little South from Hexham, pur- 
to ſee him, from whom I expected a full 
Account of the People. At our Interview, among other 
Things, he told me he was to be at a Church Meeting 
tte Saturday ſevennight following; for it was but ſeldom 
he could go, as he lived at a great Diſtance from the 


F ® This _ —_— Hott who is now « Miſt 
at Arnſty in Leicefter ſhire, and Brother to Mr, Cygisrorusn 
Hark, the Bai Miniſter in Whittbaven, - 
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Place: I promiſed to meet him there, if my Father's | 
Permiſſion could be obtained. 


It is ſomewhat remarkable, that after I opened my 
Mind fully, my Mother never appeared againſt me; nor 
did my eldeſt Brother, of whom I was much afraid, ever 
ſpeak to me upon the Subject. My Father, together 
with an Uncle, were the only Relatives who appeared 
irreconcilable. However, I accompliſhed the Promiſe 
made to my Friend, by concealing my Intentions as much 
as poſſible. IO HD NE | 

I got to the Place,“ on the Evening appointed, and 
found Mr. HALL was not come; however, the Kindneſs '/ 
of the People did abundantly compenſate for that Diſap- 
pointment; for, contrary to all ExpeQation, I was im- 
mediately admitted into their Church Meeting, and, to 
my great Satisfaction, found there were two Perſons to 
be baptized the ſame Evening: This put me in mind, how 
providentially Abraham's Servant had been conduQted ; Gen.xxiv. 
and as my Prayers were, in ſome Reſpects, correſpondent 1 2. 
with his, hoped I might meet with the ſame Succeſs ; 
and having never before heard any relate the Dealings of 
GOD with their Souls, it was a moving Meeting to me. 
The Church declared their Approbation of the Candi- 


Ver. 27. 


dates, and deſired them to prepare for Baptiſm ; one of - 


vhom ſtood up, and made a moſt affecting Requeit— 


ntreating all preſent to pray for a Bleſſing upon the Oc- 


aſion that by Grace they might be enabled to walk 
agreeable to the Goſpel—and at laſt finiſh their Courſe 
n Joy and Triumph. 'This ſo melted my Heart, as it 
ad never been before at any other Part of Worſhip ; 
or could I help reflecting within myſelf—W hat a dead, 


lt is called uniper-Dye-Houſe, about four Miles South 
df Hexham, in op is ep cfm oiſhed by the Name of 
Hexhamſhire. The Practice of this Church, is to meet on 
he Saturday before they receive the Lord's Supper, which is 
once in two Months; not only to ſettle their Church Affairs, 
n outward Matters, and hear ſuch as propoſe themſelves for 
Baptiſm z' but to enquire whether a Love to CHRIST and 
ne another prevails, and to pray for the Preſence of GOD 
he Solemnity before them. A Practice truly laudable and 


'caiſe-worthy ! 8 


. 
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formal, unmeaning Thing, is the preſenting of ah Infant Pre 
for Baptiſm, when compared with this! And, beſides, || to 
the Miniſter's * Diſcourſe at the River Side, together « 1 
with his Prayer before and after the Adminiſtration, were ® t 
ſo powerful and pertinent, that I ſecretly wiſhed all wy & 1 
Acqũaintances preſent. 81 


When the Solemnity was over, one aſked me what I || « f 


thought of their Method; and being inclined to oppoſe ¶ we 


it for ſome 'Time, to ſee what they had to ſay for their tion 
Practice, was ſurprized to find them advance the ſame ¶ gavi 
r againſt me, which had formerly determined con- 

Judgment, when far from every Bapti/?. I had re- tend 
fo ved with myſelf, not to join them ſuddenly ; but the beer 
clear Views and ſweet Enjoyments my Soul had been in- to n 


dulged with, during the Adminiſtration of the Ordinance, fÞ witt 


the —— received from RoBERT HALL, and the begs 


-- preſſing Sound of theſe Words, hy . thou ? pro- who 


16. duced another way of thinking; and fo I opened my Frol 

8 Mind. It was ſomewhat particular, that all the while [ 
Acts viii. could hardly forbear crying out, What doth binder me 0 © 
Be baptized? ouſly 
was 


Iſa. xxv.6. theſe Words, In this Mountain ſball the LORD of Hof 


ines on the Lees, of fat Things full of Marrow, fff 
Mines on the Lees well refined; after which all Thing 


| per; and the Feten, newly 8 ſtanding ub in thi 


The next Morning another Perſon came early, with whic 
an Intent to be baptized, which gave me a fair Oppor- Hou 
wage to embrace what I had ſo earneſtly longed for; and] out 1 
our Propoſals proving acceptable, were accordingly bap· VIC 
tied. The Relation of our Experiences took up much 
of the Morning, fo that the People were all aſſembled for 
the Worſhip of the Day, and ſtanding along each Side of 
the River, the Occaſion reminded me of the primitive 
Baptiſms in Jordan. 


Betwixt the Adminiſtration of this Ordinance and the Bed, 
Lorp's SurrEx, Mr. FERNIE preached twice from his 


make unto all People, a Feaſt of fat Things, a Feaſt « 


were made ready for the Celebration of the Holy Su 


Preſene 


8 » Mr, Davro Fxzn, the Paſtor of that Church, 
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Preſence of the People, were addreſſed by the Miniſter 
to the following Purpoſe : “ That as we had made a 
« very publick and ſolemn Profeſſion, it was neceſſary 
te to lay before us, that our Converſation ought to be ho- 
& ly and becoming—that the Difficulties of a publick 
Pilgrimage were many and great—and that the Faith- 
&« fulneſs and Fulneſs of JESUS was amply ſufficient to 
« ſupport and ſupply:” And then aſſuring us what Joy 
we adminiſtered to them, and with what cordial Aﬀec- 
tion they received us, in the Name of the Church he 


gave us the Right Hand of Fellowſhip. The Whole was Gal. ii. g. 


conducted with ſo much Order and Simplicity, and at- 
tended with ſuch a remarkable Bleſſing, as I had never 
been Witneſs to before: And as it was a feaſting Seaſon + 
to my Soul, ſo I ſtood in great Need of. it; for I met 
with a cool Reception at my Return home. And now 
began my Wilderneſs 'Trials, being looked upon as one 
who had renounced the Faith, and turned Fool in a 
Frolick. 


One Time, late at Night, my Father aſked me ſeri- 
ouſly, if I was really baptized, or whether the Report 
was groundleſs? I told him, it was all Truth; upon 
which he grew exceeding angry, deſired me to leave his 
Houſe, and be ſeen by him no more. I quietly walked 


out to lament my hard Fate; but conſidering our SA- Matt. iv. 


VIOUR's Temptations immediately after his Baptiſm, 1. 
was led to put up a Petition to this Purpoſe : © O 
« LORD, many perplexed Caſes have been put into 
« thy Hands, and thou haſt brought Order out of them 
&« all, I refer this Matter, with every other Affair, whol- 
« ly to thy Diſpoſal, over-rule all for thy own Glory, 
« and my Advantage.” After my Father was gone to 


Bed, my Mother called me in, and the next Morning 


his Countenance was more towards me than at other 
times, This made me conclude, the LORD was be- 


Jeinning to anſwer my Prayer; and fo it came to pals; 
for in a ſhort time, a beloved Couſin * was made the 


M 2 | happy 


and died near to one another, ſoon after. 


Re 


* This was a young Man, the Son of my Uncle already 
mentioned. They were Men of great Abilities, ſtrict Piety, 


$8 


f 4 5 


put an End to all my Trou 
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happy Inſtrument of done, E. Father's Heart; which 
om that Quarter. 

Returning again to Scotland, I deſigned tb conceal my 

Sentiments from Friends in that Place, imayining, to 


| ſpeak of them might rather be hurtful than otherwiſe 
But in leſs than half a Year, ſome Perſon hearing the 


Matter, at Newcaftle upon Tyne, all came to Light. My 
Friends in Fedburgh ſeemed to vent themſelves in Sur. 
prize, but not by way of Spleen and Reſentment; there. 
fore had nothing to undergo here, only what ſome would 
call the Shame and Scandal of the Thing. And, in- 
deed, the renouncing of my Baptiſmal Covenant (as they 


called it) was looked upon to be a ſtrange Piece of Con- 
duct, an Inſtance whereof had not been known, in theſe 


Parts, in the Memory of Man. But to give a full De- 


tail wopld he quite tedious, ſhall therefore leave the can- 


did Reader to judge, what I muſt have undergone in a 


* Courſe of ſuch Variety of Exerciſes. 


To ſubjoin an Account of my Call to the Miniſtry, 
would probably be accept:ble to ſome; but am appre- 
henſive 1t would be judged an Impropriety by others; 
for which Reaſon chooſe to decline it; and ſhall con- 


tent myſelf, at this Time, with hinting, that when ! 
- firſt began to preach, the Storm of Oppoſition run 


higher than ever; but Providence directing my Courſe 


to Dublin, about four Years ago, put an End to the 


Strife of Tongues on that Subject, though I cannot ſay 
all Exerciſes of a ſimilar Nature were left behind ; for 


my entering in, even here, was attended with much 


Contrariety. I confeſs, indeed, my own unguarded 


Conduct, and indigeſted Zeal, might, in ſome Reſpedts, 


occaſion many Things, which were otherwiſe avoidable. 
However, I now ſee theſe Trials were all neceſſary, and 
hope they have been uſeful, to the humbling of my Spi- 
Tit, and tending to make me more watchful for the tu- 
ture, | Zak, Vets 


I ſhall therefore conclude, by informing the Reader, that 


all the Exerciſe of Mind I underwent, and the Oppoſi- 
tion I met with, were not to be compared with the Peace 


and Tranquility of Soul J enjoyed, by complying with 
1 es _ 
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my ConviQtions, and following the SHEPHERD's 4 


Voice: Nor have I ever repented, but often rejoiced, 


for the Change of my Principles; and have now ventu- 


red to appear in the Defence of Believers Baptiſm. 
Whatever therefore may have been the Turns or Trou- 
bles, the Falls or Foibles of my Life and Conduct hi- 
therto—O that the Reſidue of my Days may be fo di- 
rected by the WORD, and influenced by the SPIRIT of 
the LORD, that my Converſation may be both uſeful and 
ornamental to the Cauſe of CHRIST in general, and the 
BaeTIST Profeſſion in Particular. 1 


THE END. 
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